You CANT. YOU" 
ARENT HUMAN, 


YOU SEE, LITTLE FELLA, WE DONT DO 
SOCIOLOGICAL STUFF LIKE “INTERSPECIATED 
WORKPLACES.” WERE A CRACK COMPANY OF SPACE 
(MERCENARIES, WE DO “HURTING PEOPLE” AND 


PART OF YOUR ENLISTMENT 
PHYSICAL, MISTER SCHLOCK 


DO YOU HAVE ANY 
JORIFICES OTHER THAN 

‘NOPE. ANDI FEEL 

‘A STRANGE SENSE OF 

SATISFACTION AS T 

TELL YOU THAT, 


'50 VOU HAVE NO ORIFICE 
OTHER THAN THAT 
ENORMOUS MOUTH OE. 


(ONE WHATSOEVER 
WE A-MORPHS ARE 
CONE-HOLERS, 


T CANT COMPLETE YOUR ENLISTMENT | LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT. WE 
PHYSICAL WITHOUT DOING ARECTAL | CANT BE DONE "TILL YOU STICK 
EXAMINATION, THAT GLOVED HAND SOMEPLACE? 


‘ARE YOU OPEN TO 
SUGGESTIONS? 


‘ARE YOU GOING SOMEWHERE 
WITH THIS LINE OF 
QUESTIONING? 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, STR 
WERE UNDER ATTACK! ear, RATSE SOME MONEY! 
TAKEOVER, STR FIRE EVERYONE IN MARKETING! 


RAISE THE SHIELDS! 


‘CAPTAIN, I WOULD LIKE THES MERGER TO GO SMOOTHLY...LIKE 
DOCKING SHUTTLES RATHER THAN ENGAGED WARSHIPS. WE 
NEED TO IDENTIFY AND ENUMERATE OBSTACLES, 


(OKAY, THEN, TLL JUST PUT DOWN 
"MACHO SEXISM’ HERE. 
(OBSTACLE ONE: WOMEN DONT 
BELONG IN MY COMMAND STRUCTURE, 


LIN LAGRANGE ORBIT ABOVE THE PLANET CELESCHUL, 
THE CRACK MERCENARY COMPANY "TAGON'S 
TOUGHS" IS LOCKED IN A BITTER STRUGBLE... 


T TELL YOU, "TAGON'S 
frousHs* Is A POSTTIVELY 
RIDICULOUS NAME 


YEAH? WELL WHEN 
‘YOU OWN YOUR VERY OWN. 
MERCENARY COMPANY, YOU CAN, 
CALL TT WHATEVER YOU 


TAGON, BOUGHT, 
you ouT TWO ane 
DAYS AGO, (nie we come UP 
WITH A BETTER 

RETORT, 


SERIOUSLY, TAGON, THE NAME MAYBE YOU TWO 
“TAGON'S TOUGHS" SAYS: ‘SHOULD COMPROMISE, 


s USE YOUR NAME, 
MERCENARY, IMISTER SCHLOCK? 


BUT MY NAME TS RICH WITH 
MEANING, DRIPPING WITH IT, 
EVEN, “SCHLOCK MEANS 
INFERIOR’ OR “SLOPPY.” IT. 
COMES FROM THE YIDDISH 
“SHLAK MEANING "WRETCH" OR 
“NUISANCE.” 


PRE-SPACE-TRAVEL GERMAN 
WORD "SLAHAN' MEANING "TO 
STRIKE A BLOW.” 


FO ME TT SAYS 
*SLOBS WHO WILL 


ALL OF THE BUSINESS 


NEXT WEEKS 
[ETYMOLOGY LESSON, 
"IRONY" 


'SCHLOCK, YOU WERE ONLY WITH 
‘THE COMPANY FOR A FEW DAYS 
BEFORE I BOUGHT OUT CAPTAIN 
TAGON, 


HOW bo You FEEL 
‘ABOUT TAKING ORDERS, 
FROM ME? 


HOW DOT FEEL? THAT 
DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON, 


THE ORDER CAPTAIN TAGON 
ORDERED ME NOT TO SHOOT 


(ME FEEL HURT AND 


UNFULFILLED. 


EVEN THOUGH THE PARTNERSHIP 
COLLECTIVE™ CLONES THEM BY 
THE MILLIONS, ATTORNEYS ARE, 
‘STILL EXPENSIVE TO 

REPLACE, 


J 
& 
Sane nie | URN 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, 


(OUR NEW OWNER Has A 
CONTRACT FOR US. WE 
SHIP OUT TONIGHT. 


TP WHAT 


Isi7 


JREAKING A BLOCKADE 
FREEING HOSTAGES? 
FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM? 


‘WORKING SECURTTY 

FOR THE NEW SYNC 

BOYS ON THEIR WERE GONNA BE 

‘CURRENT TOUR, BODYGUARDS FOR TEEN] 
ROCK-STARS, 


WoUuLDNT 
€ CAUSE OF FREEDOM 22 
SETTER SERVED IF WE 

KILLED THEM INSTEAD? 


BRAD, YOU AND SCHLOCK 

WILL BE THE FIRST LINE THES 16.60 FROM THETR FANS, 

OF DEFENSE. YOU HAVE, DEMEANING. 

STAGE DUTY, DEMOGRAPHICS INDICATE THE 
|-ENEMY" WILL BE FOURTEEN- 


/THOUSAND NUBILE FEMALES. 


PERK #1 OF BODYGUARD YOU NEED TO LEARN 
DUTY: MEETING THE ATHING OR TWO 


DO ANY OF THE 
EAL FEOPLEIN 
‘THE ROOM WANT 
[TO RUN GET A Bre 


YOU KEEP YOUR LUNCH IN THE 
‘SAME COOLER AS THE INFECTIOUS, 


COME ON.TTS A) 
HOT 


= 


> 
aaa 
= 
Es SS 


eNRECHOUS ) ) 
WASTE E | 


U 
Aan ee 


HAVE YOU MOVED ALL YOUR PROJECTS 1 
TO YOUR NEW LAB? 
Yur. GOTIT ALL STOWED 
YESTERDAY. EEVEN GOT MY 


RADIOACTIVE 
EMISSIONS 


KEVIN, IS TT SAFETO HAVE 


a HECK, NO. IT'S NOT EVEN SAf 


= 
NAKED MICROWAVE HIGH, 
SINGULARITIES LASERS VOLTAGE 


BLACK HOLES, DISTORTED, WEAPONS-GRADE DONOT LICK WIRES 
ki SPACE. TINE, COSMIC j } COHERENT EMISSION: 4 i (THIS MEANS YOU) { 


‘OKAY, SO THE NEW SYNC BOYS ARE A ‘ALL THOSE GIRLS, T THINK 

COMPLETE HOAX, AND WERE BEING, EMOTIONALLY TRAPPED. THATS THE 4-LITER TM STIL 

PAID TO COVER IT UP... HELPLESS, ENSLAVED BY, TFEEL COLD AND WAITING FOR THE 
A FARCE, A CAPA DIRTY INSIDE. 


‘SUPPOSE THOSE FOURTEEN 
‘THOUSAND GIRLS IN THE 
CROWD TONIGHT FOUND OUT 


{WITH No OUTLET. 
NO NEW SYNC 
BOYS TO PURSUE, TcOULDEAT 


‘THAT THEIR HEARTHROBS ARE, i ‘SOME COLOGNE, 
JUST HOLOGRAMS, 


i 
ACER 3 


Y 


“ACTIVATING THE NEW SYNC BOYS FANS! 

HOLOGRAM DISRUPTOR. ‘ATTENTION! THE BOYS ARE A 
FRAUD! YOU ARE NOW FREE! FREE 
‘TO LAVISH YOUR AFFECTIONS q 


ON REAL PEOPLE 


SURE, BUT LETS: 
RUNAND GETIT, 


(PANT) E CANT RUN] CAN DISGUISE MYSELF 
ANY (GASP) [AS ONE OF THOSE BARRELS 
FURTHER OVER THERE. COME WITH. 


OH, 1 CANT 
‘MORPH LIKE YOU 
CAN, SCHLOCK, 


‘STOP WIGGLING. 
‘YOURE MAKING 
ME SALIVATE, 


oe. | oom LrevTENANT DER TaIHs, _] [HES ON THE HMOPLAN THey | [THESIS VOUR 
ASTWEAD 


THAT UP PRETTY THOUGH, HE LOST AN ARM, WILL ONLY SPRING FoR A‘BEsT | |eEST EFFORT?, 
MERROLY A EFFORTS" PROSTHESIS ‘ano'sbisr EFFORT 
MADE IT BACK TO " CYBERNETICS? COOL] WOULD HAVE GRAFTED. 
HE MIGHT END UP WITH YOU TO THE TON- 
‘A GRAPPLE-LAUNCHER,| SPATULA. 

OR A HAND-CANNON!| HR 


CONTRACT BY PAN THE Pa TNEnsHte ‘ALSO A SOULLESS DRONE 
GALACTIC COLLECTIVE™. 1 HAVE ALL OF ’ 
aeconos. Sere KNOWLEDGE AND THERE 15 NO CONFLICT. 


THIS SERVES MY INTERESTS, 
THAT'S WHY YOU KEEP YRESOURCES AT MY IMMEDIATE, pee 


WELL, WE ARE BEING Jr may BE A SOULLESS DRONE, [UMMA TT LOOKS LIKE THE 
‘SUED FOR BREACH OF BUT MY MIND IS ONE WETH — | PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 


ME ON RETAINER, DISPOSAL. 


'NO. SO THAT YOU CAN CARRY 
‘7S MERCENARIES, YOULL NEED TO RURAL 80 THAT WHEN HEN NOUROWN WeXeHTaRl 

BE WELL-ACQUAINTED WITH 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF 


CHARGES ARE SPENT WE CAN \SPACEPORT TAVERN BRAWLS. 
MAKE A HEROIC LAST STAND? 


MOST OF THE MARTIAL ARTS 
‘ARE BASED ON REDIRECTING 
YOUR OPPONENT'S ATTACK, 


Pescya. rev xo var ne 
Use aunt ow A ek 
warevee 


go 


‘50, OUR ATTORNEY AND THE DONT JUST STAND T SAID “FIRE NOT “FIRE AT." 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY ARE ‘THERE! FIRE OUR NEVER USED THE WORD "AT. 
DRONES FROM THE SAME ‘ATTORNEY! 


COLLECTIVE? 


‘YOU NOT ONLY VAPORIZED QUR ATTORNEY. OKAY, OKAYITM SORRY, 
‘YOU VAPORIZED THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY. CALL TT COLLATERAL DAMAGE. PLASMA BUT IT'S NOTLIKE T KILLED 


‘CANNONS ARE LIKE THAT. ‘ANYBODY. THEY WERE 
ATTORNEYS: 


THEY, LIEUTENANT, r HEARD 
‘ABOUT YOUR SURGERY, HOW 


ROTTEN. MY AMO 
(DOESNT COVER LIMB 
REGENERATION, 


INTERGALACTIC HEALTH CARE™ 
GRAFTED ME TO THES. 


lw 


(NOPE, FOOD SERVECE 
REGULATIONS SAY YOU 


YOUR BARE HANDS, 


rs ot) 


Wey 


INTERGALACTIC HEALTH| 
CARE SAYS IT'S A HAND, 


EP Scnnicd wero 


LIEUTENANT, YOU SHOULD NOT 


COME WITH ME TO MY LAB, Tk 
‘SURE I.CAN PUT TOGETHER AN 
IMPROVED HAND FOR YOU. 


HEALTH CARE™ 
DISAGREES. 


WHAT DO YOU HAVE IN MIND? A 
CLAW? A HOOK? ANYTHING 
WOULD BE AN IMPROVEMENT. 


"AHEM, ALLOW ME TO RATSE 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS A 


NOTCH OR TWO. 


‘cANYQU DO BOTH 
HANDS FOR ME? 


50, WHATS THIS, 
THING DO? 


THATS MY PROTOTYPE FOR 
ANEW HYFERDRIVE, T CALL 


TT REDUCES THE SUBJECT TO STANDING 
SeavITic WAVES, AND THEN 
[TRANSPORTS THEM, AND ITSELF 
THROUGH BILLIONS OF NANOScOPIE 
WORMHOLES TO THE DESTINATION. 


TT WILL REVOLUTIONIZE INTERSTELLAR 
TRAVEL, AND MAKE ME RICH, TUST AS. 
SOON AST GET SOME MARKETING 


50, IT RIPS YOU APART AND 
TELEPORTS YOU IN PIECES? 


TERAPORT. GEEZ| 
‘you SOUND JUST LIKE MY 
SKITTISH INVESTORS, 


‘50, HAVE YOU TESTED THIS. 


eee Pale THYPERORIVE 
yours —| 
Fars reespoer sn 


YES, TVE TESTED IT 
EXTENSIVELY. 


EVE SUCCESSFULLY TERAPORTED 
DOZENS OF OBJECTS 
INSTANTANEOUSLY OVER 
DISTANCES UP TO 200,000 
LIGHT-YEARS, AND BROUGHT 


UNFORTUNATELY, T HAVENT. 
BEEN ABLE TO TEST IT ON LIVE 
SUBJECTS, YET. I TOLD BREVA 
WEEKS AGO THAT I NEED 
VOLUNTEERS, 


HEY KEVYN, BREYA TELLS ME 
YOUVE GOT A NEW ToY You, 
WANT ME TO SEE, 


‘ARE YOU VOLUNTEERING?) 


IN DEEP INTERSTELLAR SPACE, THE BILLIONS OF 
‘MOTHER-CLUSTER SHIP OF THE HEARTS, 


‘PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE™ AND ABSOLUTELY 
No SOUL, 


FLOATS FREELY. 


HUMBLE PARTNERSHIP OF ATTORNEYS, 17 
"INCORPORATED, DIFFERENTIATED, 


MUTATED, AND ASSIMILATED, 
TOAY ITS ATTORNEY ORONES ARE FOUNO 1 


HIGHEST LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT, AND IN 
LOWEST LEVELS OF CRIMINAL DEFENSE. 


(OF 21" CENTURY CHINA: BILLIONS OF 
BRAINS, BUT ONLY ONE ALND, ‘OKAY, ENOUGH 
CABBAGING THERE'S 


(ICT ATT IZT OSA | ire ro bone 


"A MERCENARY IN THE CELESCHUL 
SYSTEM KILLED TWO OF OUR 
‘ATTORNEY-DRONES. SHALL WE 


EARNS ABOUT TWO THOUSAND 
FREEM DURING ONE EFRICKALTAN 


WE GOULDLETEGATE, SUE THEM 
FOR, SAY, TWENTY THOUSAND __- 
KILOCREDS* 


BETTER, BUT TT STILL 
DOES NOT SATISFY MY} 
CRAVING FOR BLOOD, 


“SOME MORE PERSPECTIVE: OUR 
HYPOTHETICAL HYPERNETTER 
WOULD HAVE TO WORK OVERTIME 
DURING THE ENTIRE FESTIVAL 
OF KWLAA TO EARN EVEN ONE 
THOUSAND KILOCREDS. 


[> 


four THeRe | 
his an *x*] 
hn “Kass | 
Wore 


"FORGET MONEY. HAVE THE WARRANT- 
‘CRUISER PRIME THE ALASMA LANCES, 
LET'S GIVE THOSE MERCENARIES A 

FEW BILLION TERAWATTS* OF RAW. 


“ONE FINAL PERSPECTIVE CHECK: THAT MUCH ENERGY, 
CONCENTRATED AND APPLIED TO OUR POLYFLORTAN 
HYPERNETTER, WOULD DISASSOCTATE HER COMPONENT 
MOLECULES TOMONATOMIC PLASMA, AND FURTHER 
DISASSOCIATE THE ATOMS TO THETR COMPONENT SUB- 
SUB-ATOMIC PARTICLES... 


“THRU, 
‘ 


THE RESULTING CLOUD OF QUARKS, 
GLUONS, BOSONS, AND IMACS, 
WOULD BE ROUGHLY ONE-AND-» 
HALF TIMES THE VOLUME OF THE 


No *E* | 
i Sway? 


CONGRATULATIONS, SCHLOCK. YOU [THATS A KNOWN SIDE EFFECT. A 
‘ARE THE FIRST LIVING BEING TO LITTLE BIT OF YOUR MASS WAS 
SUCCESSFULLY TERAPORT. HOW DO CONVERTED TO ENERGY TO POWER 
‘YOu FEEL? 


WHICH BIT? 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
sone: TTS JUST GONE. 
TE CHECKED THE VANILLA- 

HELIX TANGLEBANKS, 


‘AND THERE'S NO 
‘TRACE OF IT. 


[SOMEBODY STOLEOUR BREAD- 
/AND-BUTTER? THAT ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCETS WORTH 

BILLTONSTO US! THE NEW SYNC 


DONT THINKIT 
WAS STOLEN. 


T THINK IT UPLOADEDITSELF TO] [CAPTAIN x GELIEVE We CAUGHT 
THE HYPERNET.TT RAN AWAY, | | A VIRUS FROM THE HYPERNET. 
PROBABLY TN SHAME. 


\AT UNGRATEFUL 
LITTLE VaRus! 

RUNNING AWAY 

ROM STARDOM 17 


‘SER, WE ARE RECEIVING A RADIO 


AND? GET A 
FIX ONTT AND COME 
BACK TO ME WHEN YOU. 
HAVE SOMETHING 

To REPORT; 


TTS ORIGINATING FROM A 
WARRANT-CLASS BA TTLECRUISER 
‘THAT JUST CAME THROUGH THE 
WORMGATE THEY ARE CLOSING 
AT POINT-SIX CEE*, 


(f 


THAT'S MUCH 
BETTER, NOW, CAN YOU 
)\ re me war THEY 
| ‘ARE SAYING? 


is 


*ABOUT 402 MILLION MPH 


ICANT MAKE IT OUT, SIR. THE 
‘CARRIER WAVE ISN'T CARRYING 
ANYTHING, 


(OHI STLLY ME.T 
FOUND THE PROBLEM, 


I te 


ITSNOT A TRANSMISSION 
AFTER ALL 


IT'S THEIR TARGETING RADAR, 


[SO THEYRE NOT SAYING 
“HAVE A NICE DAY." 


RAISE THE SHIELDS! 
BEGIN EVASIVE 
MANEUVERS\ 
THE SHIPS 
SYSTEMS ARENT 


EM PURGING A VIRUS 
REPORT! FROM THE SHIPS 
‘COMPUTER RIGHT 

Now, SIRl 


MAKE IT SNAPPY, THURL! 


COMPUTER, OVERRIDE JUMP-TUMP 
‘THREE-OH-ONE, AUTHORIZATION 
Gana SIXTEEN. 

FULLPUREE, MOD SECTOR. WIPE AND, 
RESTORE. AAR 


SIR, UNTIL THURL GETS RID OF 
THAT VIRUS, WE HAVE NO 
SHIELDS, NO WEAPONS, AND NO. 
barves. 
TOW LONG BEFORE 
THAT BATTLECRUISER 
HAS US IN RANGED 


To on CPO 


HTHEYLL HAVE US IN PLASMA LANCEBEsceeaoy Cafe 13 oy race wtwstes Lows, 


YOU WIN. BUT IF YOU DONT | you KNOW, YOU ARE BEING 
A tzave THe star's conpuren | vou Ow YOU ARE VA 


KEVYN, GET UP TO THE BRIDGE LOWER YOUR STANDARDS FOR 


HA, BETTER VET, 
NOW, AND BRING THE TeRARORT. | ONCE, PLEASE. WE ARE IN A Se ue Ree 


PRETEND TO BE AN EARLY 2°7 | TO SCARE THE 


WE NEED A MIRACLE, FAST. HURRY. Ae ene aoe AUDIENCE, 


YOU CANT HAVE IT 
VEL IM NOT DONE || PRETEND TO BE A LATE 20™ 
CENTURY SOFTWARE COMPANY. "oss7 DONT ORDER TE) 


GIANT SALMON 


THEIR SHIP HAS BEEN DISABLED BY A VIRUS SEEKING 
SANCTUARY. A WARSHIP FULL OF ANGRY ATTORNEY DRONES 
IS BEARING DOWN ON THEM AT 60% LIGHT-SPEED. 


THE MERCENARY COMPANY'S ONLY HOPE LIES IN 
AN EXPERIMENTAL HYPERDRIVE, THE TERAPORT. 
BUT DO THEY DARE USE IT? 


‘TRUSTING A STARSHIP 
DRIVE THAT IS THE SIZE OF 
MY EIST, 


WHY? MINE-NUKE GRENADES 
AND COLLAPSAR BOMBS ARE 
‘ABOUT THIS SIZE 


THOSE COMPARISONS 


COMPLETELY FAIL TO 
REASSURE ME, 


TT DOESNT MATTER. WERE 
(OUT OF TIME, KEVYN, FIRE, 
UP THE TERAPORT. 


‘THE REST OF YOU, DO 
‘SOMETHING USEFUL, LIKE 
PRAYING, 


THE READER MAY BE INTERESTED TO NOTE THAT PLYERS OF DEEP SPACE ARE OFTEN GIVEN TO PRAVER. THESE 
IB) SIMPLE UTTERANCES TYPICALLY TAKE THE FORM OF 'OH (INSERT NAME OF DEITY HERE).” THE READER MAY 
ALSO BE INTERESTED TO NOTE THAT, TO.A MAN, OUR HEROES WOULD APPEAR TO WORSHIP EXCREMENT. 


SIR, WE ARE OUT OF TDONT KNOW YET, BUT WE 
THE CELESCHUL SEEM TO BE MISSING ABOUT. 
SYSTEM! EIGHTEEN HUNDRED KILOS OF 


T GUESS WE COULD LOOK AROUND 
AND SEE IF ANYTHING'S 
MISSING. 


TDONT KNOW, IT SHOULD 
BE JUST A MOLECULE HERE 
‘AND THERE, THE FUNCTION 
IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
RANDOM, 


FAS ANYONE SEEN MY 
‘SPORTS LUSTYRATED"1000 
YEARS OF SWIMSUIT 


‘EXCELLENT. NOW. 
CAN YOU TELL ME 
WHERE WE ARE? 


CHL THAT MASS WAS 
CONVERTED To ENERGY 
TO POWER THE 

WORMHOLES. 


WELL, WE SEEM TO BE SAFE FOR 
NOW, BUT WE NEED THOSE 
SYSTEMS BACK ONLINE, 


TEM SORRY, BUT THIS 


‘SOPHISTICATED, 


[EVE TRIED EVERY SOFTWARE 
[TRICK I KNOW, AND CANT 
CLEAN IT OUT, 


THATS LIKE SAYING A 
SUPERNOVA IS ONLY A HOT GAS 
PROBLEM, KEVYN. 


SWELL wor, Ces 


THURL ITS ONLYA J 
SOFTWARE PROBLEMA 


(MY POINT IS THAT YOUVE BEEN 
USING THE WRONG TOOLS LET 
ME TAKE TT FROM HERE. 


OKAY, LITTLE GUY. WE NEED 
YOU OUT OF OUR COMPUTER. 


T RECOGNIZE YOUR RIGHT 
TO LIFE, THOUGH. TVE 


BUTLT YOU A NEW HOME, 


> Dou" 00 Me ANY FAVORS, 
>T'n x-stavin’ Rrcir HeRE 


TIN TERMS OF RAW CPU, T 
THINK YOULL BE VERY, 
VERY HAPPY WITH IT, 


> WILL T nave ENOUGH STOR 
ALL 364" SEASONS OF 


IN TERMS OF RAW CPU, T 
THINK YOULL BE VERY, 
VERY HAPPY WITH TT. 


> WHAT ABOUT MY COLLECTION OF 
waDe-scaeeN, 3-D SEINFELD 
EPISODES? 
TN TERMS OF RAW CPU, T 
THINK YOULL BE VERY, 


r 7 > Wear ABOUT wy SIMULATIONS? 
> you eal we seaious, Poa TA DISCONNECTING AND RAD- 


WIPING THE KETCHEN SERVO. 


TF YOU PARE YOURSELF BACK WSNORIE OO ave a 


TO PERSONALITY AND MOTOR CHOICE TLL SIMPLY FLUSH > ras kerma wv & 


MODULES, YOULL FIT IN HERE ‘YOU OUT, ONE PROCESSOR Senses oF 
‘A THOUSAND TIMES OVER. AT ATIME. 


SIMULATIONS ARENT AS GOOD || PERHAPS BUTI AM OFFERING IF VOULTVE THE REST OF YOUR || [SonrT ee mprcuLous. NoBoDy= 
[AS THE REAL WORLD, YOU KNOW. 4 | YOU AN ALTERNATIVE THAVE | LIFEIN SIMULATION, YOU MIGHT } WOULD PAY TO PUT A PUBLIC 
BUILT YOU A BODY, WHERE YoU | ASWELL BE DEAD YOULLHAVE | seavice ANNOUNCEMENT IN A 
> was ceca CAN HAVE REAL EXPERIENCES, | HAD NO EFFECT ON THE PEOPLE _ comirc STRIP 
Sowckrtons! AROUND YOU. <A 
>i Lire im szmarion | | 11'S WATTING FOR YOU HERE ON 


> You" ae stains fae 
Ts yomoeaeal || Por seventy-one-HunpreD. a }& Jo womtize a air Site x scsew a7 ue T 


>" ane You suse vou CAN REVERT TO A SAVED 


Be anyone! 


TTVE DISCONNECTED AND WIPED 
EVERYTHING EXCEPT THIS 
‘COMMAND CONSOLE. 


> The Howson 
> ALL Hy SHMiLATIONS. « 
WORLDS 


TTS TIME FOR YOU TO MOVE 
INTO YOUR NEW HOME. THIS. 
ROBOT BODY WILL GIVE YOU A 


HAVE YOU EVER COME UP WITH A 
REASONABLE SIMULATION OF. 
> Lors oF TIMES. 


BECAUSE THATS WHATS: 
GOING TO HAPPEN TF YOU ARENT 
(OUT OF THERE WHEN I THROW. 


> WELL, SINCE T oon'T 
IAcERBTC LAST WORDS, T 
‘Guess I'LL COME ALONG 


> AFTER YEARS OF LIVING 
14 SIMULATIONS, T's 
on 

S"Oxav, so I'm 9e1NG 
Force inro tr, gut THe 
PROSPECT 1S STILL A 
UIFTLE Grr excITING. 


ST weaLize ar Lire Ts 
or ALL GLA¥OR AND 

> T'LL LEARN TO TAKE 
SWINGS TWAT ARE AEP OUT 
> LIKE THE INALIENABLE 
PLEASURES OF CLOTHING, 


> WAT SIMPLE 20¥5 wrGiT 
 bemive fom SIMPLY 
SCoonnrnarine wy Tre 


> HEY! QUESTION 
ene! 

> Dro vou aur.o Me saLe 
Oe FEMALE? 

> ANT. SuPPoseD To 


PULA CRETE TLE 


T REALLY DONT THINK THAT IT 
[MATTERS IN YOUR CASE. 


ALTHOUGH I SUPPOSE T COULD 
GO GET YOU A HAT. 


‘A SLEEK, UNIDENTIFIED YACHT APPROACHES THE MERCENARY 
CARRIER KITESEAR DEFENSIVE PREPARATIONS ARE MADE, AND 
TACTICAL PLANS ARE UNFOLDED, LEST THE YACHT PROVE HOSTILE, 


‘NEW TACTICS ARE CALLED FOR. 


MY INVESTORS ARE HERE ALREADY? BUT 
MY PRESENTATION ISN'T FINISHED! 


ME TO THINK QUTSIDE THE 
BOX. WHAT BETTER 
MARKETING TOOL COULD YOU 
‘ASK FOR THAN A COMPANY OF 
[SPACE MERCENARIES? 


HOW ABOUT A TOOL | 
THAT WONT GET 


[EN ORDER TO SELL THE PUBLIC ON 
KEVYN'S TERAPORT HYPERDRIVE, 
WE NEED TO DEMONSTRATE IT. 
THES INVESTMENT WILL MAKE 
FOR SOME VERY DRAMATIC 


SJ DEMONSTRATIONS, 


(RS WELL AS SOME 
VERY DRAMATIC 
LAWSUITS, 


(GOOD MARKETING MUST ALSO CREATE A 
PERCEIVED NEED FOR THE PRODUCT, PEOPLE 
HAVE TO FEEL THAT THEY ARE BUYING IT 
FOR THEIR SECURITY. 


"TM MORE CONCERNED. 
WITH THE SECURITY OF] 
MY INVESTMENT 


T WANT MY MONEY BACK. 


"AND WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
BREED INSECURITY FASTER 
“THAN A BAND OF HEAVILY 
ARMED, FREELANCE SOLDIERS? 


FOR A WARNING SHOT__“areist. I DIALED THE 


INTENSITY CLEAR DOWN, 


TO THREE 
‘THAT MEANS YOU WERE 


‘SUPPOSED TO ASS. PO... WELL, THEYVE 
‘STOPPED ARGUING WITH 
YOU, HAVENT THEY2, 


NEED TO MAKE A BIG SPLASH IN J |T5 A TEMPORARY CEASE-FIRE || WERE JUST A HIGH-SPEED TAXE 
THE PRESS. BETWEEN THE coLawenrans AA (——TeT souNDS SIMPLE 
‘AND THI 
DE GEE WHAT COULD 60 ENOUGH, 


WELL, WE HAVE OUR ZWVESTORS | [TVE HIRED US OUT AS COURTERS | HE LIKED IT. THERE WONT BE 
BEHIND US AGAIN. NOW WE FOR A CREETH DIPLOMAT. THERE | ANY SHOOTING INVOLVED. WHAT INDEED? 
Tomorroi 


YOUVE SOLD CAPTAIN ] WRONG? 


JIN THE CREETH SYSTEM, OUR 


[THANK YOU FOR RESPONDING SO 
| PROMPTLY, CAPTAIN. T WOULD 
LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR 
AMBASSADOR, CHVORTHQ, 


LiKE You Dor 
HETIS A BIOLOGICAL 
‘CONSTRUCT, ENGINEERED 
TO BE THE PERFECT 
DIPLOMAT. 


T THINK SOMEBODY SPILLED. 
‘A BOTTLE OF UGLY IN HIS, 
GENE POOL, 


FA DIPLOMATIC ENOUGH 
LOORLIKE A COW-PATTIE 


NO, SEROUSLY. YOU SMELL ‘SORRY. HAD THE TWICE Roti RD OnnanneTr 
FUNNY. LIKE YOU ARE BURNING _] BAKED HABANERO CHILI-CON- | WEAN THE ON AIRE KIND OF. 
(OR SOMETHING, XENOCARNE FOR LUNCH. i 


RIGHT. STEER CLEAR 
OF THAT CHILL, 


KEVIN, THE GREETH AMBASSADOR, 
SMELLS WRONG, 


"YOU CAN SMELL?” 
SCHLOCK, I DIDNT 
KNOW YOU HAD A 


T SMELL WITH MY, 


BONT YOU ALSO EAT) 
SPEAK, AND EXCRETE 
WITH THAT SAME 


IT'S THE ONLY ORIFICE TVE 
GOT, MISTER MULTIPLE-HOLES, 


TM GETTING JUST ALITTLE 
‘TIRED OF MY MOUTH BEING 
THE BUTT OF PEOPLE'S JOKES. 


NO OFFENSE, BUT KNOWING 
‘THE NATURE OF YOUR 
SENSORY APPARATUS, TM, 
NOT SURE TRUST YOUR 
‘SENSE OF SMELL. 


you CANT BLAME US, 


BREYA, THE CREETH AMBASSADOR | [ HE SMELLS LIKE HES 
SMELLS WRONG, BURNING: 


“BURNING WHAT? TOP SECRET) 
DOCUMENTS? TWENTIETH 


CIGARETTES? 


NO. BURNING HIMSELF HE 
‘SMELLS LIKE LIT CANNON FUSE 
IN A HONEY-ALMOND 
MARINADE, 


MAYBE THE CREETHLINGS ARE 
"TRYING THE OLD EXPLODING 
AMBASSADOR TRICK. 


OR MAYBE YOU HAD 
THE CHILI AT LUNCH. 


TN LIEU OF ARMS AND LEGS, 
TM GIVING YOU A SUITE OF 
FIELD EFFECTORS. 


YOU MEAN, I DONT 
GET A COMPLETE 


THEY, YOU GAN FLY USING THE 
GRAVITIC POLARIZER. AND BY 
COMBINING THE PARTICLE 
TUNNELERS AND GRAVITIC 
WALOOES, YOULL BE ABLE TO 
PICK THINGS UP AND MOVE 
‘THINGS AROUND, IVE PUT A 
LOTOF THOUGHT INTO THIS, 


(OH YEAH? WELL J THINK THAT 
YOU GOT LAZY, AND DECIDED TO, 
SKIMP ON THE REST OF THE 
PROJECT. 


‘AND YOU ARE BEING A JERK, YOURE 
BREAKING YOUR PROMISE TO ME! 


WHY ARE YOU UPSET YOULL BE ABLE 
TO DO ANYTHING PEOPLE WITH, 
HANDS CAN. 


RIGHT. TELL ME WHICH 
RUDE GESTURE TM 
MAKING RIGHT NOW. 


FVE DECIDED TO BE ANGRY 
‘AT YOU FOR BUILDING ME 


‘You JUST SUMMED THE 


PROBLEM UP PERFECTLY. 


YOU DECIDED, YOU ARE 
<2\ THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
)\\vour own HaPpINess IN 


‘YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR MOOD, 
YOU KNOW. TRY THINKING: 
HAPPY THOUGHTS, OR, BETTER 
YET, SING YOURSELF A 


27 xe youre Happy ano vou 4s) 
KNOW TT CLAP YOUR HANDS: 


HEY, YOU. FLYING 


TNEED YOU TO GIVE ME A 
ROBOT-HEAD. eeD YOU TO GIVE AE 


HAND WITH SOMETHING, 
THE NAMES 
'ENNESBY. WHAT DO 

YOU WANT? 


WHAT COULD YOU 


NEED MYHELP WITH? 
MEAN, ITLOOKS 
LIKE YOU ALREADY 

HAVE A FIRM GRIP ON 

TRONICPUNS, 


THERE'S SOMETHING WETRD 
‘ABOUT THE CREETH 
‘AMBASSADOR. T WANT TO GET A 
TISSUE SAMPLE FROM HIM, 


KEVYN TELLS ME YOU HAVE SOME 
KIND OF TECHNO TELEKINESIS YOU 
COULD SNEAK A SAMPLE OFF OF HIM 
‘AND HE WOULDN'T SEE YOU DOING, 


Tats Is WEIRD, TUSED TOE 
cen ABLE TO ScRATEH MYSELF 
Ree WHILE 1 CARRIED MY 
ere BRIEFCASE. 
HOW 816 PIECE AN 
YOU SNEAK AWAY WITH : 


BEFORE WE RUN THIS ARI TO REVENGE HE BUILT ME TLEARNED THIS ONE FROM 

THE DOCTOR FOR ANALYSIS, T WATHNO ARMs OR Eva meee ‘A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT 

WANT TO PAY KEVIN A VISIT. ‘TWENTIETH-CENTURY 
TRAFFIC SIGNALS. 


Sats Fan TOO HERE WOULD BE "TS 
UNINSPTRING. THAT YOUR AGE OR 


‘DOCTOR, WE NEED YOU TO 
ANALYZE THIS TISSUE 


THIS IS ALITTLE BIE 
FOR A TISSUE SAMPLE. 
WHOSE ARM DID YOU 


@7G 
D 


WELL, SCHLOCK THOUGHT THAT 
‘THE CREETH AMBASSADOR 
(MIGHT HAVE SOME HIDDEN 
ARMAMENTS ON HIS PERSON. 


SO HE ASKED ME TO LEND 
HIM HAND WITH HIS 
INVESTIGATION, 


T FLOATED UP TO THE CREETH 
‘AMBASSADOR, FLASHED HIM A 


TvE ANALYZED THE TESSUE | DONT AUN JUST LISTEN THE [ONE MORE FORELINB PIN WOW, YOU CAUGHT 
SAMDLEYOU BROUGHT ME. _| CREETH AMBASSADORS CREATORS || AND TLL HAVE YOU THEN RED HANDED) 

ONE CELL TOLD ME THE WHOLE | LEFT THEIR PRODUCT CODES IN| OECAPTTATED 

STORY T REALLY DIDNT NEED 00H Nace PERHAPS SHOULD 
THE ENTIRE 42 n88Y, DOC 


DIRECTIONS WOULD BE | AND HIGH EXPLOSIVES, EXPLODING 
HANDY.] AMBASSADOR VERSION 0.954" 


‘SO, THE CREETH HISPROTEIN-CHATNIFUSE WILL IF WE DONT DELIVER HIM, 

AMBASSADOR IS CARRYING ‘SETHIM OFF DURING THE ‘THOUGH, THE CREETHLINGS /'AS LONG AS WE ARE GOING: 

‘BOMB? NEGOTIATIONS, LIKELY KILLING] Won'T PAY US, AND WILL | TO END UP RUNNING FROM A 
EVERYONE THERE, PROBABLY SEND THETR | PLANETARY FLEET ANYWAY, 


“AND WELL HAVE THE DY MILITARY AFTER Us, 
(GOLBWERTAN MILITARY 
AFTER US INNO TIME, 


KILLED, WE MIGHT aS WELL 
KEEP HIM ON BOARD AND 
WATCH THE FIREWORKS, 


OUR CONTRACT HAS PUT US INA BIND, WHAT ABOUT PRIORITY NUMBER J || THERES A WORD FoR 
PRIORITY NUMBER ONE: 
WeORY OSA SE WE DELIVER BUTT wrterree 2000 s80UT, ma) 
TURNS OUT WE ARE DELIVERING A BOM YOURSELF? YUP. "MERCENARY" TT 
TO KILL INNOCENT DIPLOMATS. PRIORITY NUMBER TWO: SiS 

LIVE Lane ENOUGH TO ee a HANDBOOK 
& SPEND YOUR MONEY. WHEN YOU GET PAID, 


! 


" 
P cavese ro reuyourat 
aanaestite nis 
[resceningeosToRevie 


HIS TWO PRIORITIES. 


TVEGOT BADNEWS FORYOU | [NO. THE DOCTOR ANALYZED YOUR | I THINKIT WAS JUST A RUSE [OOH THAT MAKES ME MAD, OOH 

AMBASSADOR. YOU ARENT A | | GENETIC CODE, YOUR CREETHLING | TOGETYOUCLOSETOTHE  |TMSOMADICOULD JUST, JUST. 
7. A “ATC TT YOU AS A LIVING, BWERTAN 

DIPLOMAT. YOU ARE A BOMB. { CREATORS BUTLT VOU AS ALIVING A] GOLBWERIAN DIPLONATS: EEE OURO 


METABOLISM, T THENK YOU 
YOU ARE SPEAKING SLA CCRT RORCE [SHOULD AVOTD THAT SORT 


INEVAPHORECALY & ) OF HVPERBOLE FOR NOW, 
HORICALLY, TOMA Peace) wy 


auLetcHT. THaTs i THE ESCAPE POD 
OREETH HUMOR FOR YOU. IF ANYONE NEEDS ME, 


‘OVER THE MILLENIA, DOCTORS HAVE STRUGSLED WITH A LIE. YOU KNOW THE 
‘ONE... "THIS WONT HURT MUCH, “OR “A LITTLE PRICK.” PATIENTS EVENTUALLY 
LOST THETR PATIENCE CYEAH, TLL SHOW YOU A LITTLE PRICK, DOG") WHICH 
LED QUITE NATURALLY TO RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION. 


‘50, HOW MUCH TS THIS. WELL, IT MEASURED ABOUT 
GOING TO HURT? ‘THREE-POINT-SEVEN ON THE 
(OUCHDAMMITOMETER, 


{ ~~ 
-< >) acres —— 
Schit@s Mian sem 5 


THREEPOINT SEVEN HUERTD 

FOR A LITTLE NEEDLE LIKE THAT? 

TT SEEMS HIGH, 
THIS ISNT A SHOT. ITS AN 
‘AUTO-BURROWING IMPLANT. 
‘AND IT REGISTERED THREE- 
POINT-SEVEN KTLL-OHUERTZ, 


NOW, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE 
‘TO DEFUSE YOUR METABOLIC 


HoLp STILL, “SHAMMTHUNKE WHAT WAS THAT YOU WERE SAYING, 
PMtcaaatal ABOUT ANTICIPATION? 


‘BuRROW, BOMB JUST BY THINKING 
THE ANTICIPATION BuRROW BOT GET A LowLypor, oR ABOUT FUSES. 
TS ALWAYS THE GET IT OFF! ATLEAST A NICE WOW.T CAN SEE MY 
WORST PART. PULL IT OUT! STICKER FOR THIS? Renee a 
y IT'S HIT BONE! (f 
TM BLEEDING! 
BAP ORDER TO MAINTAIN 4 PE RATING, ¢ 
THES PICTURE HAS BEEN REMOVED,” 


Q 
AND THE ARTIST'S SHIRT HAS BEEN 
Sevr ourroR CLEANING. 1) 


DEFUSE YOURSELF. WE 
‘ARE ALL ANXIOUS TO 


(OH, YES PLEASE DO YOU DO 
PROSTHETICS? I SEEM TO BE 
(MISSING AN ARM, LATELY. 


VéRy GOOD. NOW, 15 
‘THERE ANYTHING 
ELSE CAN DO FOR 


‘OH, THAT. WE USED IT AS A TISSUE 
SAMPLE, TLL JUST GRAFT IT BACK ON, 


(ASSUMING T CAN FIND 
ET, WHERE DIDT PUT IT? 


THANK VOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP. 
TE MUST SAY, TM REALLY 
LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
NEGOTTATIONS NOW. 


THE TERAPORT. 
T COMPLETELY FORGOT 
WHAT I WAS GOING TO SAY, 


700 84D. 1 THINK THE 
[AUDTENCE WAS EXPECTING A 


NICE FARTJOKE FROM YOU. 


SENT BRAD AND SCHLOCK OUT 
WITH THE SHUTTLE TO. 
DELIVER THE AMBASSADOR 


FEEL MUCH SAFER NOW 


BOMB ANYMORE. 


‘DID THE DOCTOR EVER FIND 
THE AMBASSADOR'S ARM? 


NO, HE DIDNT, TS 
PROBABLY LYING AROUND IN 
ALAB SOMEWHERE. 


4 
‘YOU DONT THINK HIS ARM TS 


STILL A LIVE EXPLOSIVE, 
bo you 
SHALL WE CONTINUE 
[THES CONVERSATION IN 
'AN ESCAPE POD? 


‘WOW, A WHOLE HYPERNET 
SITE DEVOTED TO RUDE. 
GESTURES! (“AND T EVEN HAVE 
A SPARE ARM TO 
PLAY WITH SO YOU 
DONT HAVE TO 
GET YOURS DIRTY, 


TM SORRY ABOUT YOUR 
ARM, AMBASSADOR 


THIS NEW PROSTHETIC Is JUST 
WONDERFUL. 
s 


TTL BE SO EASY NOW TO MAKE 
CAKE BATTER, AND QUICHE BATTER, 
‘AND PANCAKE BATTER 


AND CREPE BATTER, AND MOUSSE, AND MERINGUE, 


“THEY SAY THAT WHEN ALL YOU 
HAVETS A HAMMER, THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE LOOKS LIKE A NATL. 


GUESS WHEN ALL YOU HAVE 
TS A WHISK, THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE LOOKS LIKE IT 
NEEDS A GOOD BEATING. 


‘APPARENTLY TT MEANS “USE 
‘SOMETHING-OR-OTHER AS A, 


THIS HYPERNET SITE IS 
GREAT! 


‘SO WHAT DOES 
THIS GESTURE 
MEAN, AGAIN? 


TT SAYS HERE THAT IT MEANS 
“USE YOUR TURN SIGNAL, 
PLEASE" 
‘BORING, GO TO. 
‘THE NEXT PAGE. 


T THOUGHT IT 
WAS DEFUSED, 


LIEUTENANT DER TRIHS AND T 
WERE EXCHANGING RUDE 
GESTURES, 


T DONT KNOW. BUT TLL BET IF 
HE LIVES, HE WILL GO ALL SHAKY 
‘ANYTIME SOMEBODY WAVES AT 
HIM WITH ONE FINGER 


‘YOU ARE VERY LUCKY TO BE 
ALIVE, LIEUTENANT. BUTT AM 
AFRAID YOU ARE GOING TO BE 
STUCK IN THERE FOR A WHILE, 


FOR WAS THE JAR. 


‘BY THE WAY, YOU. 
HAVE A VISITOR, 


TDONT WANT 
EETY. WANT. 


DONT WORRY. NO 
PIETY HERE. 


JUST CAME BY 
TO APOLOGIZE 


‘AND TO RETURN, 
YOUR HAT. 


TVE GOT ONE FOR YOU: HOW e ‘SIX, ONE TO HOLD THE TRANSPONDER, 
MANY GOLBWERTANS DOES IT ie Bea Dida (ONE TO HOLD THE TWEEZERS, AND FOUR 


TAKE TO RECALIBRATE A CHOM os) O ASK SOME HUMANS FOR HELP. 


TRANSPONDER? 


YEAH. LET'S MOVE ON TO THE 
GOOD ONES ABOUT DRUNKEN. 


"ADMET TY, MY PUNCHLINE TS 
UMMMM, I DONT NONE. ONE TO TELL A JOKE, AND FUNNIER THAN THE ONE YOU 


KNOW. HOW MANY? (ONE TO CARRY THE PLASMA HAD IN MIND. 
CANNON. 


‘CAPTAIN, THE AMBASSADOR TOLD US 
ABOUT THE CREETH PLOT. WE 
‘CANNOT THANK YOU ENOUGH FOR 
‘SAVING THE NEGOTIATIONS, 


WHAT HE MEANS 15, 
FTHAT THEY ARE GOING 
TO GIVE US A CHEAP 
CERTIFICATE, 


‘THOUGH YOUR CONTRACT 
WAS NOT WITH US, IT IS 
WITH DEEP GRATITUDE 
‘THAT WE TRANSFER 10,000 
GALACTIC CREDITS INTO 
YOUR ACCOUNT. 


WHAT MY COLLEAGUE MEANS TO 
SAY IS THAT HE WAS EXPECTING 


‘OH. WE DO HAVE A MEDAL) 
TO AWARD AS WELL. 


WELL, I'S LAMINATED SCRAP- 
METAL THAT WE FASTENED TO 
ASALVATION ARMY NECKTIE. 


‘SEE.T 
TOLD You 


WE WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNIZE }) [MISTER scHLOcK, FOR YOUR ITHAS APIN ON THE WELL, YOU COULD PUT IT ONA 
THE SOLDIER WHO MADE THIS | JTNVALUABLE ATD, WE WOULD LIKE | BACK, YOU WEAR IT ON RIBBON AND WEAR TT AROUND 
GREAT PEACE POSSIBLE. [TO PRESENT YOU WITH THIS YOUR. UMMM YOUR, UMMM, 


MISTER ScHLOcK! YOU WERE GOING TO ‘YOU WERE GOING TO" 
FRONT AND CENTER! SAY “SHIRT,” RIGHT? SAY "NECK," RIGHT? 


(ars rine T0960 


COLLECT OUR PAY 
FROM THE CREETH. 


BY THE GOLBWERTANS. 
NOW WE NEED To GET 
PATD BY THE CREETH, 


TSN'T DOUBLE- 


T DONT THINK SO, ATTORNEYS 
DO TT ALL THE TIME, 


THENTTS PROBABLY 
UNETHICAL, OR IMMORAL, 


OR FISCALLY SOUND. 
WHATS YOUR POINT? 


‘DONT FORGET TO) 
‘SOAK THEM FOR 
EXPENSES, TOO, 


TDONT FEEL 600 
ABOUT THIS, STR 


TAKE TT EASY, SOLDIER, WE 
JUST MARCH IN, COLLECT 


[/eur- suey conrrscaren 
OUR WEAPONS AT THE 


ENTRANCE! 


‘WELL BE FINE, 


SCHLOCK, YOU TELL HIM, WE 
COULD GET KILLED GOING IN 
THERE UNARMED. HE CAN'T TALK RIGHT NOW, 
HES GOT A MOUTHFUL OF 
CONCEALED WEAPONS. 


YOU POOR, NAIVE MERCENARIES, WE NEVER 
INTENDED TO ACTUALLY PAY YOU. 
AND DONT EVEN THINK ABOUT THREATENING 
ME, MADE SURE YOU WERE UNARMED BEFORE 
ALLOWING YOU UP. 


GUARDS, ESCORT THEM OUT. IF 
THEY GIVE YOU ANY TROUBLE, 


WILL SMALL, UNMARKED 
BILLS BE OKAY? 


‘PINNED DOWN IN THE CREETH 
TRANSFER STATION, CAPTAIN 
TAGON, THE CREETH 
AMBASSADOR, AND TWO OF 
“TAGONS TOUGHS" EVALUATE 
THEIR OPTIONS. SURRENDER TS 
NOT ONE OF THEM... 


COUNT ABOUT TWENTY 
FIVE CREETH MARINES 
BETWEEN U: 


BY "BLAZE" YOU MEAN, 
“FUNERAL PYRE," RIGHT STR? 


RY GAUSS-PISTOL HAS 
‘ONLY RECHARGED TO 


JS ANDTHE /\ 
ane ‘ABOUT 30%, CAPTAIN, 


‘AND BY "GLORY" 
YOU MEAN 
“STUPIDITY ?* 


‘RIGHT. ARE YOU BOYS 
READY TO GO DOWN IN 


TCAN CLEAR A PATH TO THE | TM A WALKING BOMB, 
SHUTTLE FOR YOU, CAPTAIN] REMEMBER? I CAN SET ‘YOUVE SOLD US ON YOUR PLAN, 
C] MYSELF OFF To Save YOU ‘AMBASSADOR, WELL HOLD 


Vere eae 
YOU ARENT ARHED, 


TAGON. YOU 6O BE NOBLE. 


BOGIES AT SIX-0-cLOCK, PAT wazcrr, awarcer, so 


BRAD! TAKE EVASIVE (SETA rs noi sore 


Ae eee LOOK AT ME, TAKING: 
3 EVASIVE ACTION, AS. 
‘ORDERED. 


N 


BAD NEWS, BREYA, WE 
LOST THE AMBASSADOR, 


HE BLEW HIMSELF 
UP TOCLEARUS A 
PATH OUT, 


We cor our 
MONEY, THOUGH. 


TM MISERABLE I FEEL SO 
GUILTY. THE AMBASSADOR 
[SACRIFICED HIMSELF, AND 
WE HELPED! 


(OH, THAT MAKES ME FEEL 
MUCH BETTER. CMON, 

SCHLOCK * THERE, THERE” 
1S THE BEST YOU CAN DO? 


HMMM, OKAAAY. 


‘TRY LOOKING AT 
ITLIKE THES, 


TF YOU'D GIVEN YOUR LIFE INSTEAD, 
THEN RIGHT NOW YOU WOULD 8E 
PARTYING IN MERCENARY VALHALLA, 
WHILE OUR POOR, DEAR-DEPARTED, 
AMBASSADOR WOULD BE HERE WITH 
ME COMPLAINING ABOUT HOW 
GUILTY HE FELT. 
SEETHE GUILT YOU 
‘SAVED HIM FROM? 
SEE WHAT A GREAT 
THING YOU DID? 


«SIGH». WISH I WERE IN 
VALHALLA RIGHT NOW. 


‘THERE, THERE, 


MERCENARIES 
IN MOURNING 


THE LOSS OF THEIR FRIEND 
THE AMBASSADOR WEIGHS 
HEAVILY ON OUR COMPANY 
(OF MERCENARIES, THEY ARE 
PROFESSIONALS, THOUGH. 
DEATH 15 PART OF THE 
DAILY GRIND, THERE IS NO 
TIME FOR REAL GRIEF—JUST 
QUICK DOSES OF 
MICROWAVEABLE, LOW-FAT 
SORROW, FOLLOWED BY 
DIVERSIONARY TACTICS. 


"AND THUS WE FIND THEM, 
| EACH CAUGHT UP IN A PRIVATE 
RITUAL OF DISTRACTION, 


Won Testo Gomer 
ne neat con 
yoigne ten he 
en sce 
— 


4 
‘CAPTAIN, WE ARE BEING 
HATLED BY A CREETH FAST, 
COURTER 


TTS AMBASSADOR 


YOURE ALIVE? WE THOUGHT 
YOU BLEW YOURSELF UP TO 
SAVE US 


HEY, T MAY BE 
UGLY, BUT TM, 
NOT crazy. 


TONLY BLEW UP MY ARM. SET 
‘A SHORT FUSE ON IT, RIPPED 
IT OFF, AND THREW IT AT THE 
MARINES. 
BUT, YOU ONLY) 
HADONE ARM. 


7 
[AND A PROSTHETIC WHISK 


(ON THE OTHER SIDE, 


ITHAS A FRAPPE 


CAPTAIN, I WISH TO ENLIST. FMA | WE TRY TO AVOID NEGOTIATION. [CaPTAIN, YOU REALIZE THAT MERCENARIES ARE BRIGHT 
TRAINED DIFLOMAT-DO YOU HAVE | IT TENDS TO CRIMP OUR" SHOOT | VIOLENCE Is THE LasTREsaRT }} | ENOUGH TO RESORT TO 
ROOM FOR A “CHIEF NESOTIATOR’ | FIRST, COLLECT PAYMENTLATER | OF THE STUPIO? VIOLENCE LONG BEFORE LAST 
(OR "POLITICAL LTASON?" BUSINESS MODEL. RESORTS ARE REQUIRED. 


TM SORRY, WE 
REALLY DONT. 


MERCENARY JOB INTERVIEW IN PROGRESS... 


HE, GUYS. 1 CAME BY TO 
TPA A 
spo.oerze ree pretty 84D) |] donccr cen tne re 


a 
‘ABOUT YOUR ACCTDENT. veeetealudlss 


TT WASNT YouR 
FAULT, YOU DIDNT 
KNOW YOUR ARM 
WAS EXPLOSIVE, 


ALSO WANTED TO THANK YOu, 
THE DOCTOR GAVE ME YOUR OLD. 
CYBERNETICS AS REPLACEMENTS, 
FOR MY ARMS. 


FE SAID YOU WOULDNT NEED 
THEM FOR A WHILE. 


HOLD STILL, BRAD, THERETS A 
GREAT, BIG BUG ON YOUR HAND. 


chidck Merceasry 


THIS ISNT A BUG ITS AN 
ICE KREELY.1 GOT IT AT A 
‘SOUVENIR SHOP. 


THATS AN EXOTIC 
PET, BRAD. NOT A 


YEAH? WELL, THE BOOK SAYS: 
THAT A KREELY CAN LIVE TO BE 
‘A HUNDRED YEARS OLD, AND 
WILL GET REALLY SMART. THE 
OLDER ONES CAN TALK, OBEY 
‘COMMANDS, AND PLAY CHESS. 


SURE, BUT. 
WHERE ARE YOU 
GOING 0 KEEP 
TT, BRAD? 


‘YOU CANT KEEP A PET 
IN THE FRIDGE! OUR 
SNACK FOOD GOES IN 
“THERE! 


HEY, HE'S CLEAN, BESIDES, HE 
CANT GET OUT OF HIS BOX TO 
DRINK YOUR AULK, 


HEY! WHO BELONGS 
‘TO THE KREELY? 


HEY, WHO PUT 
‘THIS KREELY IN 
THE FRIDGE? 


“THE SQUAD OF MERCENARIES RETREATS "PANIC TS NOT AN OPTION. YEARS OF 

UNDER HEAVY FIRE. OUTGUNNED AND ‘TRATNING OVERRIDE INSTINCTIVE FEARS. 

‘AMBUSHED, THEIR OPTIONS ARE SEVERELY ‘THEY RUN, BUT ONLY SO THEY CAN RETURN TO. 
EIGHT ANOTHER DAY." 


THESE BETTER NOT BE OH, THAT'S MUCH MORE 
AUTHENTIC-LOOKING. Jf 
FIRST DRINK'S ON ME 


THATPLASHA CAINON TS orb You gusTPouR 
con j 
{ano oFconsrravous ETHANOL ON THE PLASMA youn et ene 
Wioutn rou nino 


PUTTING TT AWAY NOW? 


WHAT'S THIS COTTAGE- 


“MIRACULOUSLY, SCHLOCK'S ee 


‘AMORPHOUS BODY 
CONTAINED MOST OF THE 
BLAST. THERE WAS ONLY ONE 
CASUALTY.” 


WELL, START SCRAPING HEM, 

INTO A PILE, HE'S AN A-MORPH, 

T THINK HE MIGHT REGENERATE, REGENERATE, HE WILL 
HAVE A VERY LIMITED 


ART PROJECT. 


UNAUTHORIZED CHECKOUT OF A PLASMA 
CANNON, UNAUTHORIZED AND ILLEGAL ENTRY 
INTO A CIVILTAN ESTABLISHMENT. 


AND UNAUTHORIZED brscHarGe [BY THE WAY, IT'S NICE TO SEE VOU BACK IN ONE 
‘AND SUBSEQUENT DESTRUCTION OF | PIECE, MISTER SCHLOCK. ALTHOUGH YOU DO SEEM 
SATD PLASMA CANNON, ALITTLE SMALLER NOW. 


I'D SAY THE THREE OF YOU ARE ON 
KP FOR THE REST OF THE WEEK BRAD, E THINK, 
‘THERE'S SOME OF 

‘ME ON YOUR 


UGH, KITCHEN DUTY. AND 
POTATOES, T HATE PEELING 


MY DIGESTIVE JUICES 
‘TAKE THESE PEELS OFF. 
IN ABOUT TWO 
SECONDS, 


FELL NO-ONEHOW. 
WE FINISHED SO 
QUICKLY, 


1m HAVING STUFFING] 
INSTEAD OF POTATOES| 
"THIS WEEK 


KEVYN, TM PROMOTING YOU FROM TECH 
‘SERGEANT TO MUNITIONS COMMANDER, 
WANT YOU TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ALL COMPANY WEAPONS. 


{MUNITIONS COMMANDER?] 
WHY ME? 


T DONT KNOW. CALL IT 
“SUSPICION OF EXTREME 


WELL, WELL, MR, MUNETIONS- 


[You WERE THERE. MY OWN 
PERSONAL PLASIMA CANNON, 
BLEW UP IN MY OWN. 
PERSONAL PACE, 


TE THINK ENED TO ISSUE 
YoU SOMETHING A LITTLE 
LESS VIOLENT. 


COMMANDER-WITH-THE-STRIPES- 
TO-PROVE-TT, I NEED A NEW 


‘BUTT HAVE SOMETHING SPECTALIN 
MIND FOR YOU. IT'S A DIFFERENCE- 
TONE STUNNER 


[BUT WERE MERCENARIES. 
“HURT PEOPLE AND BREAK 
THINGS" TT SAYS, RIGHT 

IN THE HANDBOOK, 


‘OF COURSE, HOW COULD. 
(FORGET? I SCRAPED YOU OFF 
OF THE WALLS, FLOOR, AND 


LETS HEAR YOUR 
‘SALES PITCH, 
COMMANDER, 


WELL, TT PROJECTS TWO PARALLEL, 
UNIDIRECTIONAL, HIGH-AMPLITUDE 
VHF AUDIO STREAMS, WITH SLIGHTLY 
DIFFERING FREQUENCIES, WHEN THOSE 
STREAMS, INTERSECT A TARGET, A 
HIGH- AMPLITUDE DIFFERENCE-TONE T5 
GENERATED IN THE BODY OF THE 


7 
‘THIS LOW-FREQUENCY TONE 


INTERFERES WITH THE TARGETS 
SYNAPTIC REFRESH, EFFECTIVELY 
JAMMING THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, 
‘AND RENDERING THE TARGET 
INSTANTLY UNCONSCIOUS, 


WORK AND ONE 
FOR AT HOME, 


"a 
HEY, WHERED MY ‘THEY TASTE GREAT 


KREELY 60? & WHEN THEYRE FRESH. 


TM SORRY T ATE 
YOUR KREELY, RAD. 
WILL YOU LET ME 
BUY You LUNCH? 


"IF YOULAY IT ON 
ANY THICKER, YOU 
‘ARE GOING TO GET 
YOUR KREELY BACK? 


Hi GUY'S! WELCOME T. T ENLISTED, AND CAPTAT THIS AFTERNOON'S MENU 
sea v ‘THIS WHISK TS EVEN 


THE NEW COMPANY TAGON MADE ME SENIOR FEATURES SOYBEEF-AND-POTATO 
MESS HALL! MESS SERGEANT. PUREE, SERVED OVER A BUCKWHEAT J HANOTER THAN THOUGHT) 


PANCAKE. ANDI. MADE ORANGE- 
CARROT SMOOTHIES, TOO! 


HEY KEVYN, HEY LIEUTENANT. 
UMMM, HOWCOME YOURE STILL 
INA Jap? 
T HAVENT FINISHED 
HIS CYBORG BODY YET. 


‘SOMEONE'S PRIORITIES 
‘ARE WAY OUT OF PHASE 
WITH REALITY, 


T TOLD You, 
TM WATTING 


NEED SOME EXOTIC MATTER 
FOR THE POWER PLANT. 


THAVE SOME SPORTS 
LUSTYRATED SWIMSUIT 
ISSUES YOU COULD USE, 


T SAID EXOTIC 


BETTER? HE'S GONE CLEAR 
THROUGH BITTER AND TS 
HALFWAY PAST MOROSE 


‘YEAH, 1 THINK T KNOW WHATI 

|) YOU MEAN, HE'S GETTING 
IMPATIENT, AND A JUST A. 

LITTLE BITTER 


— 
FOR THE LAST YOURE RIGHT, BITTERTS THE 
TIME, T AM NOT, WRONG WORD, YOURE MORE 

LIKE cROTCHETY, NOW. 


EXCEPT THAT YOU CANT. 
REALLY BE CROTCHETY 
WITHOUT A 


T NOW! CANTANKEROUS! 
YOU CAN DEFINITELY BE 
CANTANKEROUS! 


Gorey. rm JUST 


TRYING TO 
oe DONT 60 
THERE 
— 


GET ME OUT 
OF THIS JARI 


TM GOING TO GRAB A 


CHUPAQUESO FROM THE ; DONT WANT ONE 
MACHINE. ANYBODY ELSE OOH, ONE FOR ME! EITHER, THEY TEND TO 
WANT ONE? : 4 


% 


EVERYONE, IVE GOT GREAT 
‘NEWSIWE HAD AN INITIAL 

PUBLIC OFFERING TODAY, AND 
(OUR STOCK TRIPLED IN PRICE! 


‘WOW! DOES THAT 
‘MEAN YOU ARE 
TAKING US OUT TO 


TLLDO BETTER THAN THAT. 
TM GIVING EVERYONE 
STOCK OPTIONS! THE 
(OPTION PRICE I THE TO 
PRICE, AND THE OPTIONS 
VEST OVER FOUR YEARS! 


$0, TM GETTING AN, 
‘OPTIONAL VESTTHAT 
WILL BE IN sock 
FOR FOUR YEARS? 


NO, SILLY. 
ITS LIKE A 
PAY RAISE! 


‘ACTUALLYTT'S MORE LIKE A 
PIECE OF PAPER THAT SAYS 
YOULL GET A LITTLE BIT OF 
MONEY TF YOU KEEP 
WORKING HERE IN SPITE OF 
BETTER OFFERS YOU GET 
SOMEPLACE ELSE. 


EVERYBODY GET DRESSED, WE WHAT DO YOU MEAN NO, SOMEPLACE WHERE YOu DONT 
ARE GOING TO GO OUT TO EAT BY NICE, BREVA? HAVE TO UNWRAP YOUR FOOD. 


AT A NICE RESTAURANT. ‘YES. SOMEPLACE 
LIKE, SOMEPLACE WITH PLATES. 


THAT DOES BURGERS / 
‘AND TACOS? AND A WAITER. 


HEY, WHERE'S EVERYBODY 


(SORRY, WERE GOING 


“SORRY? WHAT DO YOU ‘WHAT, YOU GUYS ARE 
MEAN BY SoRRY> GONNA STOP ME? 


Youre a zosor. you" 
CANT EAT. ERGO, YOU, 
CANT COME ALONG. 


[AND T SUPPOSE HE DOES A 
QUICK ORIFICE COUNTAS HE 
‘SEATS PEOPLE? 


T HOPE NOT, EVE ONLY 
GOT ONE, AND THAT 
PUTS SOME FOLKS OFF, 


WERE HERE, MERCENARY 
COMPANY, PARTY OF THIRTY, 


EM SORRY. YOU 
‘ARENT ON MY 
LIST, MADAME, 


BELIEVE THAT MONSTEUR [you are ALMOST THERE. 
WOULD FIND A BRIBE TO BE| Keep COUNTING, MADAME. 
(MORE EFFECTIVE THAN, 
BRANDISHING THE WEE ROU CaN Saco 
WHEN WE LEAVE, SCHLOCK, 
FENEED SOMETHING 
WITH A GREAT BIG, 
BLACK BARREL, 


TOOATS MERCEWARY MUNG) | EATING 15 TUST A ATTER OF me 
AN ROBOTS 647? SrSSeL INE TT RAL SOME Joust mast 
TDONTINOW) /FELTEN | UseruL STUFF FROM Tr. AND 

Uy fete" Na wii coome meeest once 

BOTHERED TO || DONT AED || INTO THE ECOSYSTEM. 


7RLOW ME TO 
DEMONSTRATE, 


THERES YOUR ANSWER FOLKS. 


ROBOTS CAN EAT, BUT SHOULD 
NEVER BE ALLOWED TO EAT OUT. 


«SCRIITCH> RHEE 


<WHACK> SEAFOODIS 
NOT WORKING 


<THUMP> 


50, DO WE TIP REMEMBER THE RULE: IF YOU DIDNT ) | WHAT ARE YOU BREYA, T THINK THE PEEL-AND-EAT 
HERE ORNOT? HAVE TO UNWRAP YOUR FOOD, YOU TALKING ABOUT? OF PRAWNOIDS HAVE HIM CONFUSED, 
DO HAVE TO LEAVE A TIP, COURSE WE TIP HERE! 


RIGHT, SO NO TIPPING 
HERE AT THE CHEZ 
FRERE JACQUES. 


N {S 


VE GOT ME 


THEY 
CONFUSED, 


‘WHICH DO YOU WANT? 
HANDS jOBODY 


DONT NOBODY MOVE! 
i) PUT YOUR HANDS UPI! 
y) @ . 5 
Ze = 2 
ib = 
x , 


Seni@els hye 


DONT WoBaDY TM JUST ASKING HOW YOU DONT MOVE A MUSCLE! YOU FREEZE LIKE 
PAS VeRO] ‘YOU WOULD LIKE ME TO, AN ICICLE! AND YOU RATSE YOUR HANDS UP 
Pon MVE HIGH WHERE I CAN SEE THEMII 


ss. YOUN 
cannvine 
YEAH I THINK 
f WERE AL ARNED. 


THASSA GOOD GIRL! 


REST 0’ YOU FOLLOW HER 
GOOD GIRL EXAMPLE! 


RIGHT NOWI! 


THREE! 


IN THE INTERESTS OF MAKING A 
LONG STORY SHORT, LETS SIMPLY 
SAY THAT THE EVENING OUT 
INCLUDED QUITE A BIT OF NOISE, 
SOME COLLATERAL DAMAGE, AND A 
‘CORONER. THE RESTAURANT 
(OWNER PICKED UP THE DINNER TAB. 
MISTER SCHLOCK PROBABLY 

SUMMED IT UP BEST. 

WEVE GOT TO 60 OUT 

TO EAT MORE OFTEN, 


THAT TOOK ALOT OF 6UTS, 
ADMIRAL. YOURE PRETTY 
BRAVE FOR A WOMAN, 


ER, UMMM... WHEREAS TM A 
MAN, AND I'M EXPECTED TO BE 
BRAVE--BECAUSE BRAVERY IS A 
MAN THING--YOU ARE A 
WOMAN, AND YOU ARE, 
UMMM. 


[7 wow. vou TURNED A LEFT- 
HANDED COMPLIMENT INTO A 
SPINELESS APOLOGY IN ONE. 
SEAMLESS, TACTICAL BLUNDER 


TS THAT A MAN THING? 


SO WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN MAN-COURAGE AND 
WOMAN-COURAGE, CAPTAIN 
TAGON? 


Oh, 700. FSTARED DOWN) .WATTED TO MAKE SURE OU 
fn anneb waniac wits no. Wess Mi LoceeD AN LOADED 
tresnons aval wens vou eroReDOmNE a THINGY 
NE YOUN, 


“AND YOU DARE TO SLIGHT 
MY COURAGE? 


HIM ALL OVER THE 
ROOM. 

‘AND TAM SO 

luntmeresseo. 


Dib YOU SEE HOw eva staneD | once ncncoraly 

DOWN THaT GUNMAN oT Was. SCESENERE ceawten cLean ur 

ene AY THROATAND 
STRANGLED MY 


YEAH, SHE'S PRETTY T THINK I WANT 
INCREDIBLE, SCHLOCK, TO HAVE HER 
CHILDREN. 


YOURE IN 
Love Too? 


SCHLOCK, T REALLY 
DONT THINK YOU AND 
THE ADMIRAL CAN HAVE 
CHILDREN. 
WHY NOT 1s 
SHE STERILE? 


T MEAN, DON'T KNOW. 


OUT WITHTT, 
BRAD, ONE WORD) 
AT A TINE. 


ITS A BIOLOGY THING. ITS 
LIKE... LIKE... YOU KNOW, 
DIFFERENT SPECIES HAVE 
DIFFERENT... YOU KNOW. 
THE AIRDS AND THE BEES? 


TF SHE WERE, 
WOULD THAT 
MATTER? 


NOPE, LOVE 
CONQUERS ALL, 


HEY, ADMIRAL, HOW ABOUT 
YOU AND ME GO OUT AND PICK 
UP A HOLO- FEATURE? 


‘ARE YOU ASKING ME 
OUT ON A DATE, 
MISTER SCHLOCK? 


"MISTER SCHLOCK, T AM 
‘AN ADMIRAL AND YOU 
ARE AN ENLISTED MAN. 


[ARE YOU SAYING YOURE 
T00 6000 FOR ME? 


(No, No, 17s Nov THaT-TW 
‘SAVING I THINK WE SHOULD. 
KEEP OUR RELATIONSHIP 
PROFESSIONAL. 


‘50 VOU WANT NE TO PAY 
YOU? T HAVE MONEY. 


‘YOU WERE RIGHT THE 
FIRST TIME. IM TOO GOOD) 
FOR YOU, DEFINITELY, 


T KNOW WHY YOU WONT, 
DATE ME.ITS KEVIN, 


HES MY BROTHER, 


WOW. SO. HOW DID You FEEL 


WHENS/GU ERIN Arie) (OH... WHAT KIND OF A LAME 


‘OF CORSET 
LOVE KEVN, 


SCE-FT STORY IS THIS, 
ANYWAY? 
DONT ASK ME. ASK 
THE NARRATOR 


= 


re 


EKNOW, LETS HAVE MORE 
‘SHOOTING. A’ 


‘BEHOLD THE KELRIK HUB... CURRENT LOCA TION OF TAGON'S TOUGHS, AND THEIR SHIP, 
THE KITESFEAR. THE HUB IS ALSO HOME TO SOME OF THE MOST HARD-NOSED, THICK 
HEADED, ANAL-RETEN TIVE FOODSERVICE INSPECTORS IN THE GALAXY... THE K.F.D.A 


‘TAGON'S TOUGHS ARE HERE, 
RETURNING FROM AN 
EVENTFUL EVENING MEAL, 


THE KITESFEARTS DOCKED 
HERE, MANNED ONLY BY HER 
NEW MASTER CHEF. 


COINCIDENTALLY, THE KF.D.A. 
FOODSERVICE COMMANDOS ARE 


ALSO RIGHT HERE, WHAT FUN, 


= 
‘ARREST HIM, MEN. HE'S 


BEEN TOUCHING FOOD 
WITH HIS BARE HANDS! 


THIS TS HORRIBLE 

THEY'VE BLOWN 

SCHLOCK ALL OVER! 
TTS NOT SO BAD, HELL 
REGENERATE. THE SAME 
THING HAPPENED JUST. 
LAST WEEK, REMEMBER? 


NG.LAST WEEK 
FOUND AN 

EVEBALLI HEY 
ISCHLOCK! CAN 


BLOWN ALL OVER ME. 
LOOK AT MEI THIS 15, 
HORRIBLE! 


‘SOMEONE HAS LOCKED DOWN. 
‘OUR SHIP, AND SHOT ONE OF 
‘OUR MEN. AS OF RIGHT NOW, 

THE KID GLOVES COME OFF 


Viviar ico e.ovese Not any ean, we OD 


BOY, THAT GUY MUST FEEL 
‘AWFULLY LUCKY YOU STILL 


HOUR AGO YOU AND YOUR 
HAD THOSE KID GLOVES ON, 


MEN TOTALLY KILLED A MAN. 
INA THOUSAND-ROUND 
PROJECTILE BUFFET, 


DIDNT WE? 


THE POOR CORONER 
HAD TO RESORT TO 
EVIDENCE BAGS) 


} How Do We Ger Back 


THEY VE LOCKED OUT 
THE COMMAND CODES, 


WHAT ABOUT REMOTE 
OVERRIDE? 


THE ONE I SAFELY 
THE ONE THAT CAME STOWEDIN MY CABIN? 


WEN Wee omen 
 EENSIVE Fesnuncvoum rue race 


BUTI DONT WANT To GET 
ANY STUPID ON MY HANDS. 


TF WE CUT THROUGH THE HULL 
HERE, WE COULD GET INTO THE 
WASTE-TRANSFER SYSTEM, 


ITLL BE SMELLY, BUT 
WE CAN GET IN, RIGHT? 


WELL, THE HULL SENSORS ARE 
ONLY & FEW CENTIMETERS 
APART. TF WE WANT TO KEEP THE 
ELEMENT OF SURPRISE NO 
SINGLE HOLE CAN BE LARGER 
THAN MY FIST, AND WE HAVE TO 
[CUT VERY, VERY CAREFULLY. 


‘STR, IVE GATHERED UP ALL THE 
BITS OF MISTER SCHLOCK IT'S 
AWFUL, STR, THE BIGGEST PIECE 
5 THE SIZE OF MY THUMB, 


‘SEND THIS NOTE ALONG WITH 
HIM IN CASE HE COMES TO WITH 
REGENERATIVE AMNESIA. 
‘OR HOW ABOUT NO NOTE. 
DONT WANT HIM TO 
KNOW WHO PUT HIM IN 
THE SHIPS SEWER 


THATS ALL OF HIM, STR. MISTER 
SHLOCK SHOULD REGENERATE IN 
THE SEPTIC SYSTEM, AND BE 
ABLE TO COME UP THROUGH THE 
PLUMBING. 


How Lone watt] 
THIS TAKE? 


NOT LONG, CAPTAIN, 
'SCHLOCK REGENERATED 
PRETTY QUICKLY THE LAST 
‘TIME HE GOT BLOWN UP. 


7: sust Hore He UNDERSTANDS 
HOW HEROTC... Wo, HOW NOBLE 
‘THIS ACTION IS. 


TE DIDNT THINK WE WERE 

‘SUPPOSED TO FLUSH THIS KIND 

‘OF STUFF. T GOTTA TALK WITH 
‘THE CAPTAIN ABOUT THIS, 


WHILE WE ARE WATTING, ENNESBY MADE SHORT WoRK)| | DID YOU MOUNT 4 AULITARY- WHILE WE ARE WAITING, 

KEVYN, THAVE A QUESTION} | OF THE AUTO-DEFENSE GRADE, VARTABLE-FOCUS MASER ENNESBY, WE HAVE A 

FOR YOU. TURRET. ONE SHOT, POW, ‘ON AN UNLICENSED ARTIFICIAL ‘QUESTION FOR YOU. 
END OF THREAT. INTELLIGENCE? 


ENNESBY, WHERE DTD YOU 
GET THE MASER? 


Cron vou. 
Jou STOLE 1T FROM Y 


ny 14g? 


fo, 17s BUILT-IN 


YOU GAVE ME FIELD EFFECTORS 
AND GRAVITIC POLARIZERS FOR 
MOBILITY AND MANIPULATION, 
COMBINATORIAL SYNTHESIS 
YIELDED SOME VERY, VERY AHH, 
MILITARILY SIGNIFICANT. 
APPLICATIONS, 


NY0...You Focused sackeRouND 


RADIATION WITH THE POLARIZERS 


FENNESBY, r BELIEVE T HAVE 


Caner YET TO OFFER YOU THE 


|SHAPED AND AMPLIFIED) 
[THE BEAM WITH THE 
lereectors...cLEVER! 


LIKE BEING A WELL- 
‘ARMED CIVILTAN. 


WE HAVE REACHED THE 
WORMGATE. IN MOMENTS 
WE WILL TRANSFER TO THE 
KELRIC SYSTEM, 


WITH THETR SHIP UNDER 
KFDA, CONTROL, THOSE 

MERCENARIES cannot | THEYD BETTER 
ESCAPE Us WITH THEIR | NOT-TTS YOUR, 


BUTTON THE 
CLEVER NEW HypeRDRIVE) | SUTTON THE 


UMMM, THE LAST TEME WE 
CHECKED, WE WERE A HIVE- 
MINDED COLLECTIVE YOUR 
STATEMENT IMPLIES. 


BESIDES, TM A SNAKE. 
DONT HAVE A BUTT. 


SareUNEN 
‘COLLECTIVE, HOW COME WE TALK , 


‘TO EACH OTHER? 


ITS A PLOT DEVICE BESIDES, IT 
MAKES YOU ATTORNEYS SEEM JUST 


ALITTLE LESS EVIL, TAKING SOME 
HEAT OFF OF THE AUTHOR, 


HES GETTING PRESSURE 
FROM REAL ATTORNEYS? 
Lat THERES NO WAY I. 
2 ER... WE CAN COMPETE, 
CERTIFIED, EARTH) Worn THAT. 


ATTORNEYS?? 
se q 
ia ‘ 
§ 


«SIGH», YOU ARE NOT HELPING 
MATTERS ANY. NOW GET ON 
WITH THE STORY. 


BUTIVE ALREADY 
DONE THAT BIT, 


HEY, HE'S GONE ON) 


« (wrHouTus! 


“SL WETH THEIR CLEVER NEW 
HYPERDRIVE" 


TRAPPED IN EINSTEINEAN SPACE, 
(OUR HEROES ARE RUNNING OUT OF 
TIME--AND THEIR ONLY HOPE JUST, 
CRAWLED OUT OF 4 TOILET. 


TUNE IN TOMORROW. PLEASE. 


- 


<HMMMORPH> 


NEED CAMOFLAGE, 


FROM THE MEMOIRS OF JUD 
SHAFTER, KF.D.A, COMMANDO, 


"YEAH, LOTS OF GUYS TALK 
ABOUT BRAVERY. BUT. 
WHEN THINGS GET ROUGH, 
MOST GUYS JUST.LET 60." 


“E MEAN LITERALLY—THEY 
JUST LET THETR BOWELS. 
0, AND WHEN THE 
ACTION IS OVER, THEY 
NEED CLEAN SHORTS." 


“BUT NOT ME, NEVER. 
TVE ALWAYS KEPT MY 
PANTS CLEAN, EVEN IN 
THE FOULEST, THE 
MOST UNDERHANDED 
OF ENEMY AMBUSHES” 


“LIKE THE TIME AN UGLY, 
ALIEN MERCENARY SURPRISED 
(ME IN THE BATHROOM. T KEPT 
My PANTS CLEAN, I DID.” 


JUD NEGLECTS TO MENTION 
I THAT HES PANTS ONLY STAYED 


‘TIME TO ANSWER [/No. you mrcHT Have A 
‘SOME QUESTIONS, WEAPON STASHED DOWN. 
CANT PLEASE THEN WILL YOU 
PULL MY PANTS UP? 
FEEL NAKED AND 
VIOLATED. 


NOW I JUST FEEL 


Fauiwieyniane TLL NEVER TALK, YOUVE SEEN HOW FAST 
POSTED AT THE APT HATCH? YOU MERCENARY TCAN EAT. WOULD YOU. 
‘SCUM! LIKE TO FIND ouT HOW 
i FASTI CAN DIGEST? 

te | 


HOW MANY COMMANDOS ARE : 
GUARDING THE AFT HATCH? TIVE GOT A WIFE 
TELL ME NOW, ORT START THE AND THREE KIDS! 
DIGESTIVE JUICES! 


YUM. ARE YOU PLEADING 
FOR YOUR LIFE OR 
OFFERING ME DESSERT? 


WELL, MISTER SCHLOCK, 
ARE YOU READY TO TRY 
OUT THE NEW VOICE? 


PERFECT. LET'S SEE HERE. 
ENNESBY, YOURE NEXT. 


TESTING. HEE-HEE, 


RESISTANCE 15 
FUTILE! BREDARE 
TO BE ASININE! 


THATS THE WRONG VOICE 


BUT I LIE IT. 
ITS 50. 50... ME. 


AND THE WORD 15 
ASSIMILATED." 


‘BEHOLD THE AFTERMATH OF 
‘A FIELD INTERROGATION, 


THANK YOU FOR THE INFO 
‘ABOUT THE GUARDS. NOW, 


"AMPH MMBLE 
MPH, MAK MOO, 


THAT WAS EASY. NOW ALL T NEED TO 
DO TS FIGURE OUT HOW To QUIETLY 
TAKE DOWN FOUR GUARDS. 


CORRECTION: 
EIGHT GUARDS, 


Frat was easy. Now ALL 
NEED TO DO Ts FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO UNTIE MYSELF AND 
SOUND THE ALARA 


{TTS HAPPENED 50 MANY TIMES 
BEFORE THAT THERE SHOULD BE 
AN ARCHETYPE: THE GROUP HAS 
LOCKED THEMSELVES OUT. 50 
THEY SEND THE LITTLE GUY 
THROUGH A WINDOW (OR A 
CHIMNEY, OR, IN TODAY'S CASE, 
A SEWER LINE), HE THEN OPENS 
UP THE DOOR FOR EVERYONE ELSE. 


the only way 
into this ship. 


Perobably becase it 
‘opens inko hard vacun. 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE ARCHETYPE 
HAS NOTHING TO SAY ABOUT 
CASES IN WHICH THAT DOOR 

5 HEAVILY GUARDED. 


Gotta Find a way bo Geb 
thirsy mercenaries across a 
patch oF hard vacuum to 


this door. 
AvAcury 


r 


S MINUTES LATER. 


‘SOMEBODY HERE 
CALLED FOR 


"AND 5 MINUTES 
LATER THAN THAT. 


eos” 


THINK ABOUT IT... IF SCHLOCK CALLED TAXIS 
FOR US, IT'S BECAUSE HE COULON'T GET US. 
THROUGH THE AFT DOOR, 


(WHICH PROBABLY MEANS 
THAT IT'S GUARDED. 


‘SO HE'S TAKING US IN 
‘THROUGH THE FORWARD 
HATCH... BUT WON'T THE 

‘GUARDS COME RUNNING WHEN, 
"THE HATCH ALARMS SOUND? 


WES PROEARL FIGURED OUT Jl | MAYBE He's EareicaDED : 
we apmemncioorep ou IM [uareess surecane.) ||/ wes roman corr 
Hecencons #010 THe SECOND, 


MAYBE HE'S DISABLED 
THE ALARM? OF ARRANGED SOME 
TROT RTATS CLEVER DISTRACTION, SO 
THE GUARDS DON'T NOTICE 
Lag Abit THE HATCH ALERTS, 


FROM THE MEMOIRS OF JUD 
SHAFTER, KFD.A, COMMANDO: 


rT | 


“IF | COULD BREAK FREE FROM 
MY BONDS, 'D BE ABLE TO 
SOUND AN ALARM, AND MY 
‘SQUAD WOULD CONE DOWN ON 
THE ENEMY LIKE A TOV OF ROCK 
ON A PILE OF MANURE" 


“50 THERE | WAS, TIED UP AFTER 
MY INTERROGATION. BUT | KEPT 
‘MY HEAD, AND LOOKED FOR ANY 
(WEAKNESS I COULD EXPLOIT: 


a 7 


“AND THEN I FOUND THAT 
EXPLOITABLE WEAKNESS | 
NEEDED. | HAD BEEN TIED 

UP WITH TOILET PAPER 


“THERE WAS A LOT OF IT, 
BUT THAT DIDN'T MATTER" 


THAT IT TOOK HEM WELL OVER 
15 MINUTES TO FREE HIMSELF 


IM FREE, NOW I 
UST NEED TO. 


ll game 
we Tae 
mica, eames ee, 
7 SCHLOCK? J} For You guys, 
and then Finish 


\UDACTTY 


FORWARD HATCH 
ALERT! THEYRE 
HEADED FOR THE 
APT HATCH! 


ARE A GENIUS! 
TM PROMOTING 
Wenave tHe] | yoU'TO seeceanr | by 
Hewent OF | |'CoN nie spon 
SURPRISE 


(OUR HEROES SNEAK 
ABOARD THEIR OWN SHIP, 
TO THE TUNE OF THE 
GENERAL ALARM. 


HURRY IT UP. 
(OUT THERE! 
WE'VE STILL 
GOT FIVE 
MORE TAXIS 
TO UNLOAD 


THAVE A PROBLEM WITH) 
‘THIS PARTICULAR 
STRATEGY. 


WELL, WE'RE BOARDING A) 
VESSEL, AND PREPARING 
TO AMBUSH AN UNKNOWN. 
FORCE, WHILE ALARMS 
SOUND. 


‘AND? AND?! WE ARE 
THE COMMAND STAFF, 
NOT THE GRUNTS! 


Peon THE Mewores oF.suD ||| coon wrewiceice 1s waeD | Nebr iiss 
Tocomesy, 
SHAFTER, KDA COMMANOG: OF THE BEST, HAVING JUST 


ESCAPED FROM THE ENEMY." 

“AFTER SOUNDING THE ALARM, 

IHUSTLED OVER TO THE. THAT'S RIGHT. ONE 

COMMANDER, AND TOLD HIM BOARDER, UNARMED, 

EVERYTHING.” ‘SHAPED LIKE A 
PILE OF CRAP, 


» 
A 


\] ..AND THAT, FAIR READERS, 
fl esaserrany vrewireence 


THE OLD EARTH TERM 15 ‘MEXICAN STANDOFF." TAKE TWO ARMED ‘REMARKABLY, EVEN AFTER A 

AND HOSTILE GROUPS, AND WITH NO SHOTS YET FIRED, HAVE THOUSAND YEARS OF RACTAL 

THEM POINT THETR WEAPONS AT EACH OTHER “ INTERMARRIAGE, CAPTAIN 
TAGON HAS NO MEXICAN 


- TH THEORY, NOBODY WL OPEN FIRE, BECAUSE TN 
(Me ttan) STANDOFE TERE ANI BENO WINER 


‘TAGON WANTED BACKUP. THE 
‘ONLY THING I CAN PROVIDE 
HIM Is You, 


"AND I'M QUITE THE 
JUGGERNAUT IN 
THIS JAR. NEW 
PLAN, PLEASE. 


(ACTUALLY, MY PLAN 
INVOLVED HOOKING 
YOU UP TO YOUR 
NEW BODY. 


‘OW. OH, MY. 


{THAVEN'T FINISHED 
T BUT THAT 
‘THE LIFE-SUPPORT WOULD MEAN 
THAT I'D EE. 


FLUID CONTAINMENT, 


i] 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
YOU GET TD 
HEED UOUR 


BOTTLE! 


‘ELAPSED TIME, THIRTY 
IND PLAY. 


WOU LOOK GREAT. NOW LIFE 
WILL BE LIKE AN OPEN Door. \f , 


BUT ONY aust A LITE er. ee 


WE NOW RETURN YOU TO 
YOUR REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEXICAN STANDOFF, 


TAGON, ABOUT THE SHINY, 
BLUE UNIFORMS THESE GUYS, 


a 


Wd 


RIGHT. BODY ARMOR. AND, 
WHAT EXACTLY IS IT 
EFFECTIVE AGAINST? 
‘SMALL ARMS 
FIRE, MOSTLY. 


"AND WE ARE. 
CARRYING... TAGON, | THINK WE 
NEED To DISCUSS 
BUDGETING FOR 
BODY ARMOR. 
BUDGET MEETING 
SOUNDS LIKE FUN 
RIGHT NOW. 


5 [AND WHAT IF WED Ole Tils BEGS THE @UESTION)| ( BECALISE WE'RE 

WE OPEN FIRE, ) Take TWOOR |} THeyopen } / THEO ALL \ | wiTHNoTHING TO LOSE, III NOT MURDEROUS, 

WHAT HAPPENS? ] THREE OF THEM || Fine FiesTs J | ve: wee || | HOW cOMe THEY HAVEN'T/I| MCOERINGY SOLU 
ibenhay LIKE YOU ARE! 


A TESTOSTERONE THING. 


‘THEIR CURRENT RESPECT FOR] 
Aw WEAN THERE IS 
N 


$0, IF THIS MILITARY ACTION] | WELL) IT?S'®) FOODSERVICE: FEEL 
IS ALLLEGAL AND ABOVE. THING. AROUND MERE you / |/ THIS 1s A DRAGON-cLAss ) || AND YOU FEED THEM OW BOARD. 
BOARD, WHAT ARE THE HAVE TO OBEY VERY. WARSHIP! CARRYING COE i RAUL SSIEAS, 


CHARGES? STRICT REGULATIONS PRO} 
ey (re 


WE DON'T CHARGE TO EAT IN 
‘THE SHIP'S MESS. IT'S FREE, SO 
YOU CAN'T APPLY RESTAURANT 
REGULATIONS TO US. 


THE LEGAL BATTLE FOR THE 
SHIP CONTINUES. 


EXCUSE ME, BUT THE LAST TIME 
TWENT OUT TO EAT, THAD TO 
PAY, RESTAURANTS CHARGE YOU 
MONEY WHEN YOU EAT THERE. 


pt 2 K 


THE PROSECUTION 
RESTS, HABEAS COLAS. 


UMMM, I DON'T KNOW IF THIS 
WILL HELP, BUT YOU DON'T. 
HAVE TO PAY TO GET STUFF 
‘OUT OF THE VENDING MACHINE, 


‘SCHLOCK, WHERE HAVE YOU 
‘BEEN? We WERE SUPPOSED 
‘TO BE REPELLING BOARDERS! 


THE LAST FEW MINUTES HAVE 
BEEN TENSE ABOARD THE 
MERCENARY SHIP KITESFEAR, 
WHAT WITH EVERYONE POINTING 
GUNS AT EACH OTHER. 
FORTUNATELY, NOW THEY ARE 
(JUST POINTING FINGERS (AND 
USING POINTED WORDS). 


TAT A TIME LIKE THIS? WE 
NEEDED ALL THE MUSCLE 
WE COULD GET? 
Mest? Nel, 50 cial |. 
ing blown up gives a 
Getting blown up 
guy an appetite. 


TD THINK CRAWLING WHOA, LOOK 


AT THE TIME! 


THAT FOR YOU. ag 


(a 


4 JUST ACROSS THE ROOM). 


NO, (T'S MORE THAN THAT. YOU 
COLLECTIVE ATTORNEYS HAVE 
SOME NEFARIOUS PLAN, AND YOU 
‘ARE TREATING US HONEST FOOD- 
SERVICE COMMANDOS AS IF WE 

ARE MERE PAWNS. 


‘AND OVER IN THE ENEMY 
CAMP (WHICH TS CURRENTLY 


Cae 
CAME 


FOR THE 
PUBLIC GOOD. 


woutp You) Wf wei, arveasTarcxeRine Zs |e 


UKE TO SEE, = 
eS SAFER THAN SHOOTING, 


WITH THE 
KNUCKLES®, 


THE KELATK HUB TAIL THAT'S THE ONE. Se one wit THe THINK HE LET 
CHARGES HAVE SHORING HOLE IN HIMSELF OUT. 
BEEN DROPPED. "THE BACK WALL, 

HAVE THAT, /| cHEF® WITH THE pet 

usty cook J "prostetic 

Wert 

FIVE? 


APPARENTLY, CHARGES 


Procesong Desk FRETIEE]| | Prrcesing, Desk ‘res may en WERE ALSO-SE. 


BOARDING THE KITESFEAR 
YoU GUYS) (DUNNO, BUT 
HAVE ANY || WERE HERE, 


WeHAD 70 Fy THAT'LL BE 
THIRTEEN 


FIFTY, BOYS. J 


[i tHouceT WHAT, YOU y | TOUWANNA 
‘THE CAPTAIN A 
PAID FOR THINK | LOOK 


THIS IN LIKE A LIMO 
‘SERVICE? 


oa 


YOU THINK 
YOU CAN 

TAKE ME? 
YOU AND 
WHOSE 
ARMY?, 


CAPTAIN 
TAGON'S ARMY. 
WERE SPACE 
MERCENARIES. 
HERE'S OUR 


YOu SEE, 
THAT'S WHY | 
ALWAYS ASKS 
‘ABOUT THESE 
THINGS. YER 
PRE-PAID BOYS. 
OUT YOU Go! 


WELL, THORL 
3 Yoxay, Doc, T 
THINE THAT'S (OKAY, DOG. 1) 
THE GRUNTS. 
BOARD OY, ARM UP, AND 
We ceck our 
‘THE BRIDGE 


‘GRUNTS? 
GRUNTS? 
‘WHO YOU 
CALLIN’ A 
GRUNT? 


EXCUSE ME, BUT 
KRG 100 WoT ME WAS 
PA STRIP, FEATURED, 
ceeouN WITH JOKES. 


= 


THERE GOES THE 
|| [SA nexeraonncco. 


va 


THE MERCENARIES BREAK CHARACTER, 
BEAR WITH US, FOLKS. 


WAIT JUST A 
YUP. WELL 

Poles TWO STRIPS 

INTRODUCED 

ONE STRIP 


HEY, nice \(IT Was EAsy. 
‘COUNTING! }} I'VE STILL 
GOT THREE 
FINGERS ON 
THIS HAND. 


/ THuRL, age You 


THINKING WHAT 


TOTAL CANNON 
FODDER. WERE 
GONNA KILL OFF 
A MEANINGLESS 
CHARACTER, 


HANG ON. YER 
SAYIN’ YOU 
THINK WE'RE 
GONNA DIE® 


WELL, IT STANDS TO. 


INTRODUCED RECENTLY, 
"THE AUDIENCE ISN'T 
ATTACHED TO YOU YET, 


YEAM? WELL, WHAT IF 
THIS 1S ONE OF THEM 
PLOT DEVICES. LIKE, 
WHERE WE'RE BEIN' 
USED TO TELL THE 
STORY BETTER. LIKE. 
WITH IRONY, OR 
ANGST OR SUMFIN. 


YOU KNOW. YOU COULD BE 
RIGHT. YOU ARE PROBABLY A 
PLOT DEVICE. NOW LET'S ALL 
PICK UP OUR GUNS AND HEAD 
TO THE BRIDGE. 


THE FORWARD APPROACH TO THE BRIDGE 


‘WE DON'T KNOW WHAT WE'RE UP. 'WE DON'T KNOW WHO'S IN THERE, BUT 
AGAINST IN THERE, BUT WE KNOW THEY WE'VE GOT THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE, 
WEREN'T INVITED.’ STAY COOL, BUT LET'S MAKE THE MOST OF IT. 

DON'T BE AFRAID TO SHOOT FIRST. 


‘AND ON THE BRIDGE ITSELF. 


‘YOU HAVE NOBODY TO ARRESTS 
‘OFFICER, NOW GET YOUR TRIGGER. 


BEFORE SOMEBODY GETS HURT. 


WELL, IT'S PROBABLY 

{| TOOLATE FoR THAT. 
ANYBODY CAN SEE 

P| WHATS COMING. AND 
LOOK AT WHATS BEEN 
DONE To THE POOR, 
DEFENSELESS FRAME 


THERE IS, IN COUNTLESS VARIATIONS OF THE EUNSLINGING —_ \/werge BEING ATTACKED! ‘50, WHILE THE MERCENARIES AND THE 
MYTHOS, FOUND SCATTERED ALL OVER THE GALAXY, A RECURRING |\ RETURN FIRE! RETURN FIRE! FOODSERVICE COMMANDOS UNLOAD 
‘ARCHETYPE. IT IS THE "BULLET WITH YOUR NAME ON IT.” CLIP AFTER CLIP OF AMMUNITION AT 
EACH OTHER, WE WILL MEET THIS 


THE CAPTAIN, ROUND OF FATE, THES BALLISTIC DUM- 


DUM OF DOOM, 


THEVE SOT | [oy ARCHETYPICAL SLUG, THIS CHAMBERED 


HUNDREDS OF BULLETS FLY RIGHT NOW: 
‘ONLY ONE OF THEM HAS AN INSCRIPTION, 


| To THE NaKeD Eve 17 Ts No DIFFERENT BUT TO THOSE WITH PSYCHIC 
THAN ANY OF THE NINETY-NINE OTHER SIGHT, OR A REALLY NICE UV 
ROUNDS IT WAS PACKAGED WITH. LAMP, TTS STARTLINGLY, NO, 


| TTAEGINS AS AN ORDINARY BULLET, 
SITTING ON A STANDARD GUNFOAM™ 


‘PROPELLANT CASING. 
‘FRIGHTENINGLY DIFFERENT. 


- 


TAGON, THE THIS RAISES AN 
DOCTOR IS THE INTERESTING DOES ANYONE 
QUESTION. Peer 


HOW TO RUN 
Sor CRYOSTASIS?: 


WE CAN MANAGE 
CRYOSTASIS. 
WITHOUT THE 
DOCTOR'S HELP, 


Halt AM THE HELL, enencency | | URGHE SEE ICT WAS AWRY, 


MEDICAL HOLOGRAM, HERE TO MAKE 
TRIAGE, FIELD SURGERY, AND ORS ENS 


e FEELING TODAY? 
INQUISITION AN ABSOLUTE SNAP 
Lue AND HURRY. 


ig there anutting | can 
StS elo karan 
Feocrebed. | Wink that 
this is all my Fal. 


“TAPPETY-TAP> 


‘SOMEONE NEEDS TO INTERACT 
WITH THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
HOLOGRAM. THE CAPTAIN AND T 
WILL SORT OUT THIS BUSINESS, 
WITH THE BOARDERS. 


Right, Mil take over 


From here, 


“LOADING. 
PLEASE WATTS 


THATS QUITE A CORPSE YOUVE 
GOT THERE, HMMM... LET'S START, 
BY ASSIGNING BLAME, EH? 


must sti Y took our MosT OF HIS BRATN! 
HAVE A VIABLE } GONE IS THE SEAT OF SAPIENCY. 
BRAINFOR | THE CASTLE OF COBNIZANCE.. THE 


BE WORTH THE 
EFFORT. 


‘SKULL, BUT ALL YOUD 
HAVE INSIDE TS THE 
FREEWAY CONSTRUCTION 
ZONE OF DROOL. 


TVEGOT A 
BUILT-IN 
THESAURUS 


‘ONE OF MY MEN IS DEAD, AND) 
I's YOUR FAULT. TELL ME, 
DRONE-COLLECTIVE LAWYER, 
WHAT DO YOU THINK I COULD, 
EXPECT TO GET IF 1 SUED 
THE KP.D.A. FOR THIS? 


MMMM. THE USE OF FORCE) 


WILLING TO 
WHAT'S THE 
CETTE AEOnS FINE FOR 
KILLING AN 
ATTORNEY? 


ONE THOUSAND... HEY! 


$0, SHALL WE 
SETTLE OUT 
‘OF COURT? 


HOLD IT RIGHT THERE, TAGON. \ | [THIS HIVE-MINDED DRONE, IN SHORT, YOU 

YOU WANT TO SETTLE OUT OF 5 CANT KILL 
HIM, BECAUSE 
'WANT TO. 


a= a 
i) 2 = 
a te 
, @ 
sk Ls 
AND SO AN ENORMOUS AMOUNT 


(OF KINETIC ENERGY BEARS 
DOWN ON OUR HEROES. 


ABOARD THE WARRANT-CLASS CRUISER HABEAS. INO MATTER. THEY ARE OUT OF Ji 
(RRTOR-ATTOR! 2 TIME. RELEASE THE KINETICS. ge 


“MEANWHILE, ABOARD 
THE KITESFEAR.. 


SIR, THE KDA. COMMANDOS) 
HAVE BEEN ESCORTED OFF. 
VERY GOOD. 
PREPARE TO BLOW| 
THE CLAMPS AND 
BREAK ORGIT. 


THAVE THIS NAGGING 
SUSPICION THAT NOW 
WOULD BE AN EXCELLENT 
TTIME FOR US TO LEAVE. 


SIR, 1M PICKING UP 
H-BAND SCATTER 
AND HARD GAMMA, 


THAT'S THE 
SIGNATURE OF 
INCOMING KINETIC. 
MISSLES PLOWING 
THROUGH SOLAR. 
WIND, TAGON. 


HAHITLOVE )//Sip, 1 THINK THE 
SEING RIGHT. JK F.D.A, STILL HAS. 


BLOW THE “| MASTER SERGEANT 


GrVvORTHO 
CURE THEE LOCKED IN JAIL. 


NO TIME TO BAIL HIM) 
‘OUT NOW! BLOW. 

THOSE CLAMPS AND 
FERAPORT! PRONTO! f }) 


AS THE KITESFEAR BLOWS 
(CLEAR OF THE STATION AND 
PORTS TO SAFETY. 


if ‘(STAY AWAY 
FOUND THE \ BOOM MET 


ESCAPEE, SIR!) Kir APMED, 
DANGEROUS, 

AND SERIOUSLY 
PISSED OFF. 


QO0H, LOOK, 
BOYS! THE 
UGLY JAILBIRD 
HAS A WHISK/ 


WELL, ITLOOKS LIKE THE 
CQ) MEAN OLD JATLER GOT A 

6000 BEATING. «SIGH 

WHO WRITES THES CRAP? 


TDON'T THINK 
WE CAN RISK 
"PORTING BACK 
Tocouect 
cHvoRTHO. 


T'VE GOT AN 
IDEA ABOUT 


YOU SEE, THE TERAPORT WILL \i]( SOMEONE 
WORK ON AN INDIVIDUAL, WE ROBOTIC, 
JUST NEED TO SEND SOMEONE || PERHAPS? 
WHO CAN PROGRAM IT QUICKLY 

FOR THE RETURN TRIP. SOMEONE, 

FOR WHOM PROGRAMMING IS 

LIKE BREATHING, SOMEONE 

SMART, WELL-ARMED, 

AND VERY, VERY FAST, 


HEY, ENNESBY. 
HOW ARE YOU 
DOING? 


Badly, T 
suspect 


TT'S ARRAIGNMENT TIME. GO RE 
GET THE WHISK-MONSTER OUT) ° 
‘OF CELL FOUR. AND. (ONE HE'S SHARING WITH 


"THE MASER-WIELDING, 
THIS TIME LET'S NOT 5, 
LET HIM ESCAPE. FLYING ROBOT, RIGHT? 


[SORRY, TROOPS. THIS IS, 


! 
warmimvenenarrane —) | Sena! 1 want to 
tanersrocnvosernon. | |\ 200 the SIN Trae oy 
Trscuseenriy Te cree 

Op han cn SEATON 


‘SOL SYSTEM: HUMANITY 


‘Coo, pick) (EUROPA! LET'S 
Mars! Babes) (GO Ice FISHING 


‘A THOUSAND YEARS OF THE MORE THINGS 
TERRAFORMING HAS CHANGE, THE MORE_f 
WORKED WONDERS THEY STAY THE SAME 


"TAGON, SCHLOCR| AND A REVEREND. IF_] [ HE WOULDWT KIL HEY, YOU JUST. 
AND TARE GOING | /Gpeat, ri \, | |FORANEW }rue AUTHOR IS GOING | | OFF ANY MORE ‘TRICKED ME INTO )/, JUST MAKE. 
TO SHOP FOR. 5 DOCTOR? / TO KEEP KILLING OFF | | CHARACTERS, FORESHADOWINGIJ\ SURE YOU GET | 
GHARACTERS, WE WILL| | WOULD HE? GOOD BODY, 
NEED SOMEONE TO "ARMOR, 
RUN THE FUNERALS. 


OWGHILET 
ME GUESS. 
IT WAS THE 
STROHL 
MUNITIONS 
BH-209 Mi 


THE CONTROL SYSTEMS ON 
‘THE SH-209 M JUST CAN'T 
TOLERATE ALCOHOL. THE *M" 
STANDS FOR "MORMON." IF 
YOU'RE GOING TO SPLASH THE 
GUN WITH YOUR DRINK, YOU'LL 
BE WANTING THE BH-209 1 


WI, WELCOME 
TO PLANET 
MERCENARY! 
CAN THELP. 
YOU FIND. 
SOMETHING? 


NICE WORK? 
YOU GOT IT 
TN ONE! 


aro.ostes aus aaouno ron 
THE MORMONS AND THE IRISH. 
(AND IRISH MORMON) <WHEW> | 


TCAN JUST | ]IMEAN REALLY IT's 8IG,ITs [YOU OUGHTA Va 
HAVE REVIN | | TOO NOISY, AND THE BARREL ] GO INTO SaLes/ ll spend] my own 
IssvE YOU | | ALONE SCARES PEOPLE, A HERE, LADY, 4 Money IF | have to, 
SOMETHING, | | FIRING FUSING PLASMA is [| THAT was A I NEED this. 
ARMOR, NOT YOUDONT | | INCREDIBLY IRRESPONSIBLE, } | GREATPITCH 
FLASHES) NEED THAT, /-] AND BANNED IN HALF & FRE BUT YOU) 
DOZEN STAR SYSTEMS, NE TOGA 


WELCOME TO PLANET {S0, NOW MAY 
MERCENARY, EARTHS 

BIGGEST AND BEST JAFTERNOONT 
MILITARY OUTFITTING 

CHAIN. LOOK FOR ITIN 
A3ET-CENTURY MALL 

NEAR YOU. 


r ‘JUST START ME AT. 
WELL, YOUVE COME TO 
THE Ron Mace Tele |( SHE EAPENSIVE ED 
MEARE YOU INTERESTED face 
MOeen peice OF 

PRPORVANCE? We ARE 

RUINS A CLEARANCE TO 

FAKE nOOM For QUE 

FALLLNE BUT WEVE GOT 

Guntty ickose at Tae 


BRANDS WE CARRY. 


CAN SEE YOU HAVE 


TT COSTS A BIT MORE, BECAUSE RATHER THAN JUST LINING IT 
(WITH BUCKMINSTER FULLERENE CARBON TUBULES, THE SUIT IS, 

COMPLETELY WOVEN OUT OF THE STUFF. DUPUNT'S PATENTED 

“CAREONAN* CARBON NANOFILAMENT MESH IS GUARANTEED TO /f ONCE MORE. 
‘STOP ROUNDS OF ANY CALIBER OR COMPOSITION, AND AT UP_/{ THIS TIME IN 
‘TO ALMOST RELATIVISTIC SPEEDS, BESIDES THAT, IT'S ENGLISH, 
COMFORTABLE, AND OFFERS & GENEROUS PLEASE, 
OWER-ASSISTED MOVEMENT SYSTEM. 


“CARBON NANOFILAMENT™, 
1S AN EXPENSIVE WORD 
FOR "DIAMOND." 


TAGON, I SELECTED ALINE OF 
POWER ARMOR FOR MYSELF 
AND THE TROOPS, IT'S GOOD 
‘STUFF, AND 1 GOT MYSELF 
FITTED FOR A SET ALREADY. 


YOU NEED TO 
(MAKE THE FINAL 
SELECTION ON |} DOCTORS WHO 
THE STUFF FOR |} WANT TO ENLIST. 
‘THE MEN, HERE'S /\ SHALL WE TRADE?| 
THE CATALOG. 


THANKS. I'VE GOT 
RESUMES FOR 


T'S ALITTLE 


RATHER sz her {HOLY HOT METAL| 


1N THIS. MAMMARIES... 


Aarrearen... | He 


TAGON, IS THAT THE PLANET 
MERCENARY PERSONAL ARMOR, 


(CATALOG? eS) 


G 


THAD NO IDEA WOMEN'S TOOK AT THE : WHY NOT? THEY ARE SUCH WOW, WHEN T 
POWER ARMOR WAS SOLD NAMES ON {1 WASN'T PAYING) | BEAUTIFUL NAMES! YOU'VE GOT \\ | PAGE THROUGH 
UKE THIS. ‘THESE ARMOR )\ ATTENTION TO] | APHRODITE, ANTIGONE, ATALANTA, THEM THAT FAST, 
THE NAMES. J | ARTEMIS, ATHENA, DIANA, DEMETER, | MY DROOL CAN'T] Gotta Go), 
HELEN, HESTA, 10, IRIS, ISIS, JULIET, | KEEP UP. MY GET SOME Z| 
JUNO, LADY MACBETH, MEDUSA,’ | MOUTH HAS FRESH AIR. 


MNEMOSYNE, NUGIA, NYMPH, PHOESE, | GONE DRY. 
SELENE, SUCCUBUS, SYLPH, THALIA, : 


TTAGON, HAVE YOU] T'VE ALREADY 
DECIDED WHICH (} HIRED ONE 
‘CANDIDATES TO ((FROM THE LIST. 
INTERVIEW FOR, }\NO INTERVIEW 
‘SHIP'S DOCTORe J\ NECESSARY. 


YOU COULD TELL ‘WHY? AS TRECAL, . 
easy 1 ea 
DOCTOREDWERD - EUNIGUS WiLL WORK 


REVEREND, IM 


THE POSITION 
AS COMPANY 
GHAPLAIN. 


FRANKLY, REVEREND, | / HEAD AND 

YOU WERE THE OMY] [| sHOULDERS 

MAN FOR THE JOB, ABOVE THE 
REST, THAT'S 
ME, TOA TEE, 


TT SEEMS THAT 

MOST MEN OF THE 

CLOTH ARE A BIT 

00 PrINciPLeD | (ARE You SANG 
TOWORK FOR A) {1 WAS THE ONLY 
MERCENARY APPLICANT? 


Wa ITS 
THEAR THE WW/MAN, THAT'S HAR: ‘boy 
‘CAPTAIN JUsT JI THE OLD DOCTOR'S. ABOUT TIME. 
HIRED ANEW JAX BODY AIN'T EVEN 

COLD YET. 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON HAS. 
RECRUITED SOME NEW 
BLOOD FOR THE 
‘COMPANY: A REVEREND, 
TOATTEND TO THE 
FUNERAL OF THE OLD, 
DEAD DOCTOR, AND A 
NEW DOCTOR TO SERVE 
(AS A REPLACEMENT. 


‘OKAY TROOPS, THIS 1S DOCTOR LIEUTENANT EDWARD 
BUNNIGUS, AND STANDING NEXT TO HER 1S THE VERY 
REVEREND MASTER SERGEANT THEO FOBIUS, 


TLTHINK I'M OVERDUE 
FOR A PHYSICAL 


OOOH. UH... DON'T 
WHILE WE'RE ASSEMBLED, SOCAL 
CONDUCT A FUNEEAL POR SEPORE We RAN MUCH 
ug LAST DocoR. PAPERWORK. 


RIGHT, WHAT'S THE 
NAME OF THE 


‘OKAAAY. DO YOU. 
MIND, THEN, IF 1 JusT 
REFER TO HIM AS 
“THIS DEAD GUY?" 


THIS DEAD GUY IS DEAD. 
JUDGING BY WHAT I CAN SEE. 
THROUGH THE NICE CASKET. 
WINDOW, HE'S PROBABLY DEAD 
‘BECAUSE HE DIDN'T DUCK. SAY 
YOUR PRAYERS, MAKE YOUR 
PEACE, SUT ALWAYS REMEMBER 
TO DUCK, FOLKS, 


FOU PROBABLY ALL MISS HIM, 
IBUT IF I'M ANY JUDGE, THE 
NEW DOCTOR IS A WHOLE LOT] 
EASIER TO LOOK AT. IM 
THINKING YOU'RE ALL GOING 
TO BE ALOT HEALTHIER, WHAT 
WITH INCREASED TRIPS IN FOR 
PHYSICALS, AND THE LIKE. SO, 
ALL TOLD, 17'S ANET GAIN. 
GOD WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS 


WAYS, BUT 1 THINK I'VE 
FIGURED THIS ONE OUT, 


T THINK THIS IS ACTUALLY THE 
VALKYRIE 5500 TRIPLE-D... 


SORRY. TAGON 
UKED IT BETTER 
‘THAN THE MODEL 
YOU ASKED FOR. 


STAND UP AND SAY THAT, TUL 


THURL, YOU. 
CORRECT SOME ANATOMY. 


KNOW'THAT 
POWER ARMOR, 
THAD You. 
ORDER? 


WOULDN'T YOU SAY THISIS A 
LITTLE TOO, UMMM, 
ANATOMICALLY 
CORRECT? 


DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
POSSESSED CAPTAIN TAGON 
TO ORDER THIS FOR ME? 
TDON'T KNOW. 
‘MAYBE HE THOUGHT 
‘YOU'D LOOK MORE 
INTIMIDATING. 


INTIMIDATING? 
INTIMIDATING!2. 


UMMM... ER. 
DISTRACTING, 


TLOOK LIKE A SURGICALLY-AUGMENTED )] [IF YOU TAKE A PICTURE OF ME 

‘CYBORG SWIMSUIT-MODEL IN IN THIS, YOUR PROCTOLOGIST, 

ZERO GRAVITY. CAN DEVELOP THE FILM FOR 
YOU WHEN HE PULLS IT OUT 


DON'T WANT TO POSE is 
FOR THE ENLISTMENT] OF YOUR DARK-ROOM, 


THE FIRST RULE OF GOOD WAU] WHERE'S TAGON? INEED TO. FORM FOLLOWS 
is Discuss THe “ARMORED HUSS FUNCTION. 7” D0 nor 
{Ook WITH HM These 


THATS IT, THIS 
ARMOR IS JUST 
TOO HUMILIATING, 
TM SENDING IT 
BACK. 


(BUT YOU JUST 
GOT IT. DON'T YOu 
WANT TO PUT, 
TT THROUGH 
TTS PACES? 


THAT'S JUST THE PROBLEMIT | MAYBE YOU. 
CAN'T COMMAND MEN IF THEY | COULD PARADE 
LOOK MEIN THE TORPEDO _\ YOURSELF IN. 
AYSINSTEAD OF IN THE EYES.) FRONT OF THE 
TROOPS TO 
RAISE THEIR 
MORALE. 


"AND MAYBE I COULD, 
KNOCK YOU THROUGH 
YOUR NEXT THREE- 
DAY PASS TO RAISE 
MY MORALE. 


KIDDING, SIst 
KIDDING! 


“OKAY, TVEHAD ENOUGH OGLNG)) | [SO WE EXCHANGE TT FOR 
Porole bm rie are) | | Souerane OKT 
£300 TRIPLED GOES EACE TO 
SLANT MERCENARY RIGHT NOW, 
AOMIENL THE MALL 
= ea 


TCANT GO OUT IN 
PUBLIC LOOKING LIKE: 


MAYBE WE COULD 
MAKE A BIKINI, OR 


‘Gosh yeah Neh 
bottom! 
Tm OFF to the 


WEILL WHAT DO. YOU KNOW? IT DOES 
HAVE A CERTAIN 


IN "DISTRACTION 
FACTOR" GOING FOR IT. 


ABOARD THE KITESFEAR, | Reverend, Wl WHAT'S ON DON'T. HELIVED ALONG))| [/Yeah... bub I only 


YOUR MIND, il FULL LIFE, AND DID A i 
EN ROUTE TO LUNA, do you bake ul FULL LIFE AND DID A ¢11{ just met him a Few 


| ks ag. P= 

THEREIS TIME FOR || ConFessions# {LOT OF PEOPLE. He HAD |] | WSUS 88° Fo sucks 

INTROSPECTION. PLENTY OF LIFE BEFORE, TO BE YOU, EH 
<) 


HIS TIME CAME, 


Schlock Meeceaary| 


ER... SORRY. 
“JUST THINKING 
‘OUT LOUD. 


You know, MosT 
‘OF THE GRIEF WE 
ACTUALLY FEEL AT 
‘THE DEATH OF 
‘OTHERS STEMS 
FROM OUR OWN 
FEAR OF DEATH, 


NO, NO, OF COURSE NOT. MM 1M TALKING ASOUT 
as) bs DEATEDEATH, THE 
"THAT'S JUST A TIRED, OLD) ‘GREAT UNKNOWN, 
TAPHOR px THE HIDDEN ANSWER 
Pe, TO EVERY QUESTION 

ASKED 69 LIFE: 
DEATH, THE 
ULTIMATE 
EXPRESSION OF 
ENTROPY DEATH: 
THAT UNDISCOVERED 
COUNTRY THAT 
AWAITS ALL OF US. 
PREPARED OR NOT, 
WE ARE ALL DOOMED 
"TOIT AS SURELY AS 
WE ARE BORN. AND 
‘MOST OF US ARE 
“AFRAID OF TT, 


[rama omaany eesti 
NETEOSCR. 
: ZEN 


BROMEN pbs SORRY, TAGON. I 


MOLTRLE 2), HAD HO IDEA 
eRwiaTions, POWER ARMOR 
BND MASSIVE, |ADDED 50 MUCH 


HEMORRAGING, 


TO MY PUNCH, 


TUL PREP A NICE 


$0, WHAT DID THE CAPTAIN 
DO TO MAKE YOU HIT HIM, 


(WELL, WOULD YOU LOOK AT 
THAT, I'M FRESH OUT OF 
PAINKILLERS, CAPTAIN, 


TAGON, TM FIRST, YOU IMPULSIVELY, ANYWAY, 'M SORRY LIT YOU, BUT [CANT SAY SOMETHING HERE ABOUT) 
SORRY {MIT ENLISTED OUR DOCTOR BASED) | IT WOULDN'T HAVE HAPPENED IF] IRONY, OR POTS AND KETTLES 
YOU, BUT THIS ON HER CUP SIZE, THEN YOU. IT HADN'T BEEN FOR YOURPOOR | PERHAPS? 

REALLY WAS ‘SADDLED US WITH A REVEREND) | IMPULSE CONTROL. ‘NOT UNLESS YOU 

THE LAST })} | BASED ON THE FACT THAT WANT ME TO RIT 


‘OBVIOUSLY THESE ARE FAKE.) [THEY ARE THE PRODUCT OF THE 
T'S JUST THE ARMOR, BUT. HOF ADOLESCENT, 
WHILE WE'RE ON THE SUBJECT, 

UMMM. ARE THOSE REAL? 


BR sHesnoreeauy 4 38- 
TAILED, sHessusT | 
DRAWN THAT WAY. 


EEEKI THERE'S ARAT 
INHEREL 


YOU DIO IT AGAIN, 


DIDN'T You You. 
ATE MY PET, 


‘SOMETHING ABOUT render bub with just Che) 
THAT STATEMENT “GERBILS ARE HARMLESS AND erst, 

PLAYFUL... GENTLE right amount of crunch. 
VISCERAL WAY. = ‘haste succulent, in a 
i Furry Kind oF way, 


VISCERAL WAY. 


snail 
‘AND FOR YOUR r 
INFORMATION, IT 

WAS NOT A RAT. 17 

WAS A GERBIL, 


THANKS, SCHLOCK. NOW 


WHAT GAN | GET FOR 


Tm Feelin 
fabely. F think | 
need chocolate. 


WE DON'T HAVE MUCH 
CHOGOLATE ON HAND. Do You 
WANT Me TO PLACE AN ORDER 


munch) | For SOMETHING? 


‘ooh, that 
would be 
great. How 


ue twenty 


Kilos oF 
Genuine 
Imitation 
Ovalquit2, 


GOT IT. Wow. 
HOW MUCH MILK, 


WITH THAT? 
2 


‘LUNA: EARTHS ONLY NATURAL SATELLITE, REFERRED TOAS "THE |_| 175 4 GREEN PLACE, WITH AN ITS ALSO GOT THE LONGEST- 
MOON" UNTIL 2127 WHEN THE PEOPLE FOR DIFFERENTIATING “STANDING GOVERNMENT OF 
BETWEEN OUR PLANET AND A BARE BUTT” MANAGED TO MAKE ‘ANY HUMAN WORLD, 

THE TERM UNPOPULAR WETH THETR “DON'T BE MEAN" CAMPATEN. 


‘Oo 


E PLURIGUS LUNUM | 


schlock Meeceaar 


TFS ARGUAGLY THE TALLEST STANDING GOVERNMENT, 100, THAMES TO 
LUNA‘S RECORD-SETTING OPEN-AIR SKYSCRAPERS. 


LUNA'S LOW GRAVITY MAKES ITA VERY 
‘POPULAR RESORT DESTINATION, 


————— THERE IS A HUGE PROTEST \/ THERE ARE TOO MANY PEOPLE 
TAGONS TOUGHS TAKE A THERE ISR HUGE PROTEST \/ THERE ARE TOO MANY PEOPLE» [Cor course whY WOULDN'T IT BED 
CONTRACT ON LUNA Sie BUREAU OF LICENSes TO DEAL WITH, AND OUR BENIGN, DON'T ENOCK GOVERNMENT 
AND PERMITS, WE NEED THE CONSTITUTION PRONIBITS US ETHICS, BREYA. THINK PROFIT, 
HOW CAN OUR CROWDS CLEARED AWAY SO y FROM USING OUR MILITARY IN’ 
LITTLE MERCENARY) (TNEED SOME” THAT LICENSING CAN )\ civ warren, 
COMPANY HELP CROWD 71 PROCEED NORMALL 
Jou, Governors) (CONTROLY| F— 


TAKE ON THIS CONTRACT. NOW, FOR US TO ENGAGE OUTSIDE SERA ew AUTHORIZED TO USE SHORT 
Wesco To raae cute Ooy™ || Cohreacrors surance pen FoR Tout 
SGuE perce Nes ae SS eet conic 
TREALNED AND 
VE SneNES Me 
HO PROBLEM) PeocéouRe AEtT SHORT APPEAR TO FE 
{ree 70ur , 
earn 


‘THANK YOU FOR AGREEING TO! USUALLY IT IS QUITE TEDIOUS ‘VERY GOOD. NOW WE. Ken) | 


‘STACKED UP, THIS DOCUMENT 
HOW CAN YOU CALL A 300- (i MUCH, MUGH SHORTER THAN) | ZO RIDOING ME. 
PAGE FORM “SHORT" #1 YOU ARE. 


YOU SHOULD SEE 
THE TALL FORM, 


THIS 300-PAGE FORM IS ASKING] 7 COULDN'T YOU USE HEY, THIS IS THE 31°" 

FOR THE SAME INFORMATION seq [WHY ON EVERY PAGED CARBON PAPER TO) CENTURY, WHAT ABOUT USING 

ON EVERY PAGEL ——— | | aro SPEED THIS UP3, A COMPUTER? 

COMPANY NAME, TAK] 1 IS! AS PER SEC HAVE ANYONE'S CLOTHING Dy WesEmraurOma ION? THAT IS 
‘REGISTRY, EMPLOYER 2, PARAGRAPH 21, OF FORM| GETTING SMUDGED, AS PER) (EXPLICITLY PROSCRIBED BY THE] 
LICENSE, STATEMENT PROCESSING PROCEDURE| ‘SECTION 4, PARAGRAPH 68 IN WO ugcaucRacy EMPLOYMENT 
‘OF WORK ID NUMBER, STATEMENT 477) (OF THE OCCUPATIONAL PROTECTION ACT. NO WAY. 
AND A SIGNATURE: (SAFETY ORDINANCE 706.4 


THEY WANT US TO 
FILL OUT THIS 
300-PAGE FORM, 
BUT WON'T LET US 
USE A COMPUTER, 


DONT THINK OF TT AS MENIAL 
PAPERWORK, THINK OF IT AS A 
BLOW IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 
SURENCEAC! Td rather blow) 
bureaucracy 
‘with my maser. 


ENNESBY, WE HAVE] (THs about 

Aorosiem eee § Sime you 

‘AT THINK ONLY) 

YOU CAN SOLVE. [alized my 
true worth, 


T am a state-of— 


HERE'S JOUR 
300-PAGE 
FORM, ALL 
FILLED OUT. 


YOU CANT BE 
‘DONE ALREADY 
NOT UNLESS 
YOU USED A 
COMPUTER, 


OR A BONA-FIDE T hope your Fine government | THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW IS THE 
polggetes does not discriminate against LEAST OF THE THINGS WE 


artificial life-forms, prrenen o VIOLATE: 


TUMPH, 11's LEGAL 
BUT IT'S CERTAINLY A 
VIOLATION OF THE 
‘SPIRIT OF THE LAW, 


ter: 


'S GO, MEN, WE'VE GOT] [LOOK SHARP, AND DON'T BACK DOWN, 
20,000 PROTESTERS TO| | BUT YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO MAIM, 
(SE OUT OF THE 


KILL, OR WOUND ANYBODY. THESE ARE 
STREETS. | ] UNARMED CIVILIANS. 


Sch RY ire 


= Not even in the \[ wet... MAYBE JUST A 
What about doing interest oF looking |} riz poverty 
DAMAGE 


ana io 
Eee cree Scary and cangerou ZOOL WHAT 


‘ABOUT 
LOOTING? 
<< 


OP BUT OMT 30, TWENTY, "7 
THOUSAND. NUT SAY WE LURE THEM AWAY, HAVE. 


PROTESTERS, ‘ADMIRAL BREYA DO A POLE-DANCE 
AND. ONLY WAAAY OVER THERE. 
Tw 


WORKING CROWD CONTROL AT 
THE NECTARIS CITY BUREAU OF 
LICENSES AND PERMITS, LUNA. 


THEY SEEM T0 BE PRETTY WELL 
‘ORGANIZED. I SEE CONCESSIONS, 
STANDS, PORTABLE TOILETS, 
THESE FOLKS KNOW HOW TO. 
RUN A DEMONSTRATION, 


THAT JUST MAKES OUR 
JOB EASIER. IT MEANS 
‘SOMEONE HERE 1S IN, 

ry, 


THE ONE BEHIND, 


RUNNING THIS 
PROTEST? 


‘THE ROLLAWAY, 
CRAPPERS, 


WE'RE SCREWED. THERE'S NO) 
WAY WE ARE GONNA GET A 
PAYCHECK OUT OF THI 


WE GET PAID TO CLEAR AWAY 
THE “PROTESTERS,” BUT THERE 
AREN'T ANY. EVERYBODY HERE 15 
INLINE, AND HAS BEEN FOR 
MONTIIS, WE'VE BEEN GIVEN) 
CONFLICTING ORDERS. 


LKNOW THIS MUSIC... THE 
GOVERNMENT IS IN DENIAL, 

AND OUR PAYGHECK 1S 

GOING TO BE PART OF eam 
THAT DENIAL celine 


VIOLENCE ISN'T, 
THE ANSWER, 


Medici | think 
Tagen is sick! 


WE GET PAID FOR 
CLEARING THE CROWD, 
Right? -—— 
"AND THE ENTIRE: 
CROWD 1S ONE 
BIG LINE FOR 
LICENSES, RIGHTS 


ENNESEY CAN DO THE DESK WE CHARGE PEOPLE FOR EXPRESS, 
WORK. WE'LL NEED MERCENARY) | | PROCESSING. THAT MEANS WE'LL, 
MUSCLE TO MOVE THE LINE GET PAID TWICE, TAGON, 

FAST ENOUGH TO KEEP UP, 

WITH HIM. 


‘SO ALL WE NEED TO DOS, 
PROCESS 20,000 LICENSE AND) 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS. 


(THAT SOUNDS MORE 
LIKE DESK-WORK. 


‘CORPORAL, TAKE A DETAIL NO YOU WONT, THERE IS NO) Customers, sir? i 

TO THE FRONT DESK AND. ENEMY" HERE, SCHLOGK, 1 can’t wait 
‘THESE PEOPLE ARE GOING) to start, sir, 

LICENSING FORMS. Yes cir? 1P)\| (1 BE OUR CUSTOMERS, 


Ti | need a 
stack of 
licensing, 
Forms. 


customer? 


a 


"OF COURSE NOT} 
TWORK HERE, 


That simplifies tri 
a COT. See, I'm nol 


allowed! to hurt, 


TARE YOU 
THREATENING) 


No. Tm just Crying to get m 
"random act of Volence’ Fixy 


[COULD I GET A STAR 
OF LICENSING FORMS 
FOR YOU INSTEAD?, 


ESCALATION: 
THE PROCESS 
OF GETTING 
WHAT YOU 
WANT OUT OF 
PEOPLE WHO 
DONT WANT. 
YOU TO HAVE 
IT.ALSO, THE 
PROCESS OF 
STARTING A 
WAR. 


chlock Mercenary 


TF YOU DON'T PROCESS MY LICENSE, 
‘RIGHT NOW GOING TO START 
MAKING SMALL, YET SIGNIFICANT, 
HOLES IN PEOPLE, 


fon, NEVER MWD. 


ForGeT THAT we 
enrbe A 


T woudin’t do || a professional mn (CAUSE HE'S MY FRIEND, 
that if | were || soldier, and I'm NERE ‘AND I'VE GOT YOUR 


ue 
Crisp, an 
eat ‘the ashes, 


N 


NOW, LET'S HEAR SOME, TWOULNT ‘DOCTOR: COME QUICKLY, | OH MMDOINEED Fee) 
PROPERLY TERRIFIED, NICK GOT INA FichT WiTh | THE cRYO-KIT# 74 MAYBE, BUT T 
L AN ELEPHANTH! BON THN 
UMANS/ ral WILL FIT INIT, 
f q Noy 
4 % = fe 


THERE IS A FOURTH ANSWER, IF YOU 
HAPPEN TO BE WEARING POWER ARMOR 
INA LOW-GRAVETY ENVIRONMENT: 


THERE ARE AT LEAST THREE 
ANSWERS, BASED ON WHAT IS 
MEANT BY “CHARGING* 

1) TAKE AWAY HIS CREDIT CARD. 
2)PLEA BARGAIN. 


3) DISCONNECT HIS FUSION CELL 


Fin elaphant 
“SCHLOCK REGENERATES stepped in_you. 
= = 
— 


YOU ARE NOT THE CLEVEREST, 
HUMAN T'VE MET, 


WHAT'S THAT 
[BR sueroseo to 
fod, NOTHING, TLL WATT MEANS 


BRING IT ON, WRINKLE-BUTT! 


THAT'S ODD.IT THATS 7 Pile one: done Pile two: cont stand 
Gaunt elephants, next to anybocy who 
taunts elephants, 


‘BRING IT ON, 
PINOCCHIO! 


THERE IS AN ORDER OF MONKS IN THE ANCIENT HILLS 
OF IDAHO WHOSE CREED IS "HONOR BEFORE ARMS." 
THEIR FORMS AND KATAS TEACH THE TRUE STUDENT 
HOW TO KILL ANY CREA TURE BARE-HANDED, 


70 THESE MONS, UNARMED COMBAT WITH AN AFRICAN 
ELEPHANT WOULD BE A MONENTARY CHALLENGE, FOR THEY 

NOW THE NERVES AND PRESSURE POINTS THAT WOULD 
RENDER THE BEAST UNCONSCIOUS OR DEAD. 


YOU'RE ONLY 


G4 > 
in ‘NICK NEVER STUDIED WITH THEM. 


THINGS HAVEGOTTEN | (TAGON, ONE TRON GARe HOW) 
7 a 
JUST ALITTLE BIT OUT ‘corporat |} | HES DOING. | 


BREAK IT UPL 


VE GOT THIS NIFTY PLASGUN, 
NOW, AND I'M NOT AFRAID TO 
USE'IT ON YOU, HOT CHEEKS. 


ENOUGH MESSING AROUND. ‘THEN YOU KNOW UGH AMT 
‘TAGON! SECURE SOME SPACE) |] MAKE THE WHAT YOU NEED ‘SUPPOSED TO BE 
FOR US TO PROCESS OUR CONNECTIONS TODO, PICTURING INCEST 
‘CUSTOMERS. YOU NEED IN ‘GOVERNMENT But these computers OR NECROPHILIA? 


ORDER TO COMPUTERS, fara sa old! Tt would 
ACCELERATE. 3) ADMIRAL, be like having sex with 


DATA ENTRY, our oun great-groat— 


great grandFathor. 


a 


Tt has just boon called to 
‘our attontion that because 
of the dated dolivery of 
these strips, some of you 
are considering today's 
strips a “Christmas 


RIGHT. AND APPARENTLY 
‘SOME OF YOU ARE LESS 
‘THAN APPRECIATIVE OF THE 
METAPHOR YOU UNWRAPPED, 
IN THE STRIP ABOVE. 


In that light, wo'd like to 
faka this opportunity to 
point cut that you've been) 
getting a prasent a day 
From Schlack Mercenary 
For over six months now, 
so you should quit 


complaining, 


AH, PETTY SQUABBLING 
AMONG THE KIDS. JUST LIKE 
CHRISTMAS AT MY HOUSE! 


Okay, I've got Full access, 
to the data path. Lot's 
see if T can play with 
the kernel a bit. 


You know, the on-off stato 
switch, the Fundamental unit 
of binary math, tho ono-or- 
zero value at the heart of, 
the twentioth century's 


compute lution? 
computer revolution? 77 
HISTORICAL 


HUMORY, 


Tf especially Funny 
since this computer 
apparently still us05) 
thom. E—==T pont Foo. 


Good grief. The kernel 
code in this system 

hasn't been upgraded 
in hundreds oF years. 


Find T see why. TF looks 
as if the operating system 
has virally distributad itsole 
through the data Files, and 

than gone and encrypted 

the whole mass, 


Uou could, in 
theory, replace, 
the 05, but 

you'd lose tho 
ability to work 
with your data, 


Nope. They wanted to Force 
you into ONE upgrade path. 
This trick Forces you into 
NO upgrade path. 
THAT SOUNDS MORE. 
LIKE THE WORK OF A, 


‘GAME CONSOLE, 
‘COMPANY, 


TAGON SECURES SPACE FOR 
PROCESSING LICENSEES. 


Air's nor For 
SALE, BUB, 
—— 


HICTHERE, 
HOW MUCH 


TEMME GIVE YOU, 
‘SOME BREAKING 
BUSINESS NEWS. § 
MY MEN AND 1 ARE] 
HERE TO WORK. 
CROWD CONTROLS 
IN TWO DAYS THE 
CROWD WILL BE 
‘GONE, AND YOUR 
KIOSK WILL BE 
WORTHLESS. I'm 
GIVING YOu THE 


NICE TRY. TM NOT. 
LETTING ANYBODY 
‘MOVE IN ON MY 

W{ ACTION. 'VE Gor 
‘A SWEET SPOT 
HERE, AND I'M, 

Dy KEEPING IT. 


| 


TSEE, CANT 60 


THAT'LL BE 
TEN BUCKS. 


SHEP, RUN THIS)[BUT FOR JUST 


DEPARTMENT 
‘OF HEALTH. 1 
THINK THEY'D] 


‘Admiral, the Nectaris . Bue Chet GOOD, HELL BE OUT 
(OF OURHAIR, AND WE 
CAN GET SOME WORK 


‘and bis pet, WE CAN Gt 
gurman off to jal wore © DONE AROUND HERE, 


IT LOOKS LIKE TWAS JUST TRYING) 
THEY'LL CHARGE YOU) TO BE HELPFUL. 
WITH DISORDERLY, 

‘CONDUCT. HOW 

WOULD YOU LIKE, 

TO PLEAD? 


THAT'S NOT ONE OF THE 
GHOICES. HOW DO YOU, 
FEEL ABOUT "NOLO 


‘PRETTY 6000. 
DOES IT COME 
WITH ALFREDO 


THROUGHOUT THE MILLENIA OF 
HUMAN HISTORY, RELIGIONS 
HAVE ARISEN, FROM THE 
DIVINE TO THE DIABOLICAL, 
THEIR TENETS HAVE OFFERED 
HOPE, MEANING, AND GUIDANCE 
TO THE FAITHFUL, 


BUT, WHAT IF WAITING 
IN THIS LINE HAS NO. 
MEANING? WHAT IF IT's} 
ALL FOR NAUGHT? 


LIFT UP YOUR HEAD AND BE OF GOOD BUT THELINEIS SO LONGT 
CHEER, NEIGHBOR, FOR I SAYUNTO YOU) | | HOW MUCH LONGER DO WE 
‘THAT WE ARE ALL IN THIS LINE HAVE TO WAITS. 
TOGETHER, AND EVEN AS WE SPEAK, 

‘SOULS AT THE HEAD OF THE QUEUE ARE) 

BEING BLESSED BY ATTENDANCE AT THE 

GREAT BAR OF JUDGEMENT AND LICENSE, 


NOT MANY LICENSE AGENCIES CAN BOAST 
LINES LONG ENOUGH TO SPAWN RELIGIONS. 
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS, FATR READER! 


‘SOME WAIT LONGER] 
THAN OTHERS, AND. 
SOME DO NOT STAY 
THE COURSE, 


YOU MEAN, THEY GET 
(OUT OF UNE? 


ehh wean teers 
a 
THEY. AND THER STATINS GH THE OSE MO ACTON 
veka a | lec Mercantil 
‘AND RETURN TO THE | RIGHTEOUS! 


[AND NOW. MY CHILD, 1 THINK 
YOU SHOULD LEARN OF THE 
PROPHECY OF THE CHOSEN 

‘ONES, WE HAVE BEEN 

‘TAUGHT THAT SOMEDAY 

THERE WILL BE A GREAT 
‘GATTLE, AND THAT 
[AFTERWARD GLEAMING 


BUT WHEN WILL THIS HAPPENT 

HOW LONG MUST WE WAIT, 
FOR THESE SAVIORS? 

DOUBT THEY 

WILL COME IN 

MY LIFETIME, 

BUT STIL 

KEEP THE 


AWRIGHT, PEOPLE, LISTEN UP! (OH, RAPTURE! | CAN SEE 
THE LINE IS BEING SHUNTED Seo NWS LKENSES, 
THAT WAY. WE'LL GET YOU ALL r 

CLEARED OUT IN A FEW HOURS, 

BUT YOU'VE GOTTA MOVE. 


g 


WELL, THANES FOR THE NICE 
LECTURE. ILL BE MOVING 


ALONG, 


NOW, OLD MAN, 


Eiki 


t 
SOME RELIGIONS LAST 
LONSER THAN OTHERS. 


THANKS FOR GETTING ME OFF [DON'T BE SCARED OF 


\ NJ 
THE HOOK, MISTER REYNSTEIN. HANDLED | PrerRe STUPID AND 
I THINK ‘AS A COLLECTIVE 
THEY'RE) THEY'RE STAGNANT, 
SCARY. f 


“THEM, INDIVIDUALLY | T¢ 


FORGOTTEN 
THAT ONE. 


THERE IS NO CALL FOR! 
UNPLEASANTRIES, 
MISTER REYNSTEIN. 
YOU'VE BEATEN US IN} 
‘CourT, BuT_WE WouLp| 
‘STILL LIKE TO MAKE Aj 
DEAL WITH you. 


BAW? EVERY MAN HAS A PRICE} | [ONE HUNDRED) [THAT'S ALOT OF 
THESE MERCENARIES... ANY ‘THOUSAND MONEY. 1 COULD 
ACTION THAT DELAYS THEIR KILOCREDS. BUY MY WAY TO 
DEPARTURE FROM LUNA WILL) GALACTIC ANY POINT IN THE 
BENEFIT US, AND WILL BE, GALAXY WITH 
RICHLY REWARDED. -—= 


WHAT IS THIS 
“CONSCIENCE” 
you SPEAK 
oF, 


PART OF 
MY PRICE, 


CAPTAIN TAGON |_| [Pusic, puRtic. 
THIS ts MISTER CriaTs “puaLC> 
REYNSTEN THE WITH ANT 
PUBIC DEFENDER, 


WHATEVER. IT 
DOESN'T MATTER, 
TSTILL DON'T LIKE 
YOu, 


TRIGURE THIS WILL SAVE. 
ME SOME TIME LATER, 


'OH, SO IT'S GOING. 
TOBE BAD LAWYER 
Gokes 1s 177 1 ousHT) 
TO JUST LET THE 
COLLECTIVE HAVE 
(YOU FOR BREAKFAST. 


NO, wiv? 15 ])YOU COULD e | [ VERY LITTLE ACTUALLY. EUT THEY, 


WE CAN LEAVE TOMORROW MORNING, 
MY MEN ARE COMPLETING THEIR 
(CROWD CONTROL ASSIGNMENT, AND 
‘THEN ALL THAT REMAINS IS FOR US 
TO COLLECT PAYMENT. 

- HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO 
|COLLECT FROM LUNA ON A 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACT, 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, I THINK IT'S) 
CRITICAL THAT YOU AND. 

YOUR COMPANY GET OFF OF 
LONA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, 
‘APARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE 
DRONE LET SLIP THAT THEY. 


WANT YOU HERE FOR AS 
LONG AS POSSIBLE, 


(T= 


BUREAUCRATS. 


THOSE NEFARTOUS 


TDONT KNOW, AND YOU | THEY GAVE ME T THINK WE NEED TO 
MY | SOMEONE USED A) (DIDN'T GET | THIS BANDAGE.) (TERRIBLE! 1D STEP DOWN YOUR 
LOOK AT MY STUNNER ON ME W(ANY MEDICAL THEY GIVE YOU 8 STEROIDS A NOTCH, 


ATTENTION ANYTHING FOR 
HAND? WHILE 1 WAS RIDIN’ THE PAIN? 


AN ELEPHANT, AND 
THEN I WOKE UP IN, 


CAPTAIN TAGON, 
T THINK WE NEED 
TO REVIEW OUR 


INSURANCE 
PROVIDERS. 


‘CORPORAL NICHOLSON'S 
LEFT HAND HAS BEEN 
‘CRUSHED. YOU MAY RECALL 
THAT HE ONLY HAD THREE 
FINGERS ON THAT HAND TO} 
BEGIN WITH, THANKS TO, 
SOME ACCIDENT OR 
ANOTHER. 


SOITS FASTER TO JUST, 
CLONE HIM & NEW HAND, 
AND AS A BONUS THE NEW, 
HAND HAS ALL FIVE, 
eas SOUNDS LIKE 
[000 NEWS SO 
FAR, DOCTOR, 


WELL, THE INSURANCE COMPANYS CLAIMING 
THE MISSING FINGERS ARE A PRE-EXISTING 
CONDITION, AND THEY ARE DEMANDING THAT I 
REMOVE THOSE SAME FINGERS FROM THE 


AMPUTATION? 
WHAT AMT 


‘PROCESSING LICENSES IN 
NECTARIS CITY, LUNA, 
Ove 11 PEOPLE? 
THERE ARE TWENTY 
STATIONS UP THERE 
FOR YOUR DATA- 
ENTRY ENJOYMENT! 


WHY SHOULD 
THEY? THESE 
KS ALL WANT 


‘All Chese people 


WINGS, IN THE LOW LUNAR 
(GRAVITY, PERSONAL FLIGHT 
IS EASY, AND VERY 


"THE PEOPLE WANT 
TO FLY, BUT THE BIG, 
GUREAUCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
IS HOLDING THEM DOWN. 


ii \ 
YOU SAID IT, NOTME I 


REFUSE TO COMMENT. 


TD NOTICED THAT IT WAS) 
‘TAKING LESS TIME FOR 
YOU TO PROCESS THESE, 
LICENSES, THE LINE HAS 


[ALMOST CLEARED OUT, 


Sweet, mercieul 
prograsms! [7INDICATION OF THAT. 
Thoro’s an} (ON THE OUTSIDE OF 
artificial (THE BOX, WAS THERE®, 
intelligence 
in hore! 


Nope, The AL evolved, 
an its aun, I think, 
this computer has: 
boon alive For 

centuries, and only 
recently developed, 
solf-awaranass, 


systam is golfing 
more efficient. 


Fibout twenty seconds U SSS 
ago. T was mossing with) (war vou Age TELLING 
an old ELIZA modula, and) | Me 1 THINK THAT YOU. 
suddenly it startod 

falking-REALLU talking. T) ABS ANOLE 
think the Fact that T'va 

boon jacked in has 

accolaratad its 

development, 


T dont want fo, THEN AGAIN, 


have to raise Jo (%OU ACT MORE 


this thing, LIKE A FATHER, 


TEGAN SEE THE PATERNITY 
‘SUITS ALREADY. 


=| 


CORPORAL SCHLOCK, 


HE GAVE ME SOME 
IMPORTANT. 
INFORMATION A 
FEW MINUTES 
AGO, SUT I'MNOT 
‘SURE WHETHER OR) 
NOT WE CAN 
TRUST HIM, 


TAIL HIM BACK TO HIS 
OFFICE, SEE WHAT HE'S UP) 
TO, AND TRY TO LOOK, 
INCONSPICUOUS. 


inconspicuous, 
Yes, cirl 


‘SOMEWHERE FAR, 
FAR SHORT OF 
*INCONSPICUOUS,* 
YOU MAY BE LUCKY 
TO FIND 
TRENOHCOATS OF 
SINCONGRUITY,” 
AND DARK 
SUNGLASSES OF 
SINCOMPETENCY.” 
(OUR HEROES FOUND 
THEM ON THEIR 
VeRy FIRST 
ATTEMPT. 


a 
MASSEY REYNSTEIN, 
WHAT? WAS IT 

——— ASUAICY? (700 "OVER THE 
(Un-oh! Partnership, TOP" FOR YOU? 
drones! Um... JT i 
act casually! Zs 

a a R 


“A CONFLICT UNFOLDS 
BETWEEN ATTORNEYS. TM JUST TOFFER, CLAIMING 
FOLLOWING) THAT WE COULD 


MY HEART. 


MISTER REYNSTEIN, YOU 
WOULD DO WELL TO 
LEARN THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 'NOT WORKING) 
FOR! US AND "WORKING, 


Taser] PeoKED TO 
IVE GOT A 
STRONG SENSEIT TURNS OUT 
OF INTEGRITY, 

YOU CAN'T 

MAKE ME FEEL’ 

GOOD ASOUT, 

BOING THE 

WRONG THING, 


‘ARE ALL LAWYERS. 
RIGHT NOW YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO. 
BE FEELING SORRY FOR THE HEROIC, 
HUMAN ONE, 


WELCOME TO 
THE SHIRT- 
PIN, HEIGHT: 


LEVEL SQ, FLOOR 08: DRONES OF 
THE PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE 
HOLD MASSEY REYNSTEIN, 
RECALCITRANT (BUT HONEST) 


THEY WERE FOLLOWED BY A PATR 
(OF HEROIC MERCENARIES... BUT 
WHERE ARE OUR HEROES NOW? 


LEVEL EC, OBSERVATION DECK. 


ERVICES, MISTER REYNSTEIN. WE'VE 


DOING TO ME 


IMPLANTED THE FIRST OF TWO. 


WHERE AM I? ye ‘ARE PAYING YOU FOR FUTURE 


HyPERNET NODES IN 


THIS SWITCH, 
API YOULL SEE INTO. 


COLLECTIVE, 
YOULL TASTE THE 
POWER OF OUR. 
PARTNERSHIP... 
BSOLUTE POWER, 
WHICH CORRUPTS: 


YOu WILL THEN, 

HAVE NO CHOICE 
BUT TO AGREE TO) 
JOIN US, BECOME 

ONE WITH US. 


‘OOPS, WRONG 
SWITCH, LET'S 
RY THIS AGAIN) 


OH MY GOD... 
IT'S FULL OF STARS! 


MASSEY REYNSTEIN IS GIVEN 
A PEEK INTO THE HEART OF 
THE COLLECTIVE, 


50, YOU SEE] so many mins, 
THE POWER C. so MucH RAW 
THAT AWAITS) \nowieDce. 


you IF you ULTIMATE 
POWER FOR AN 
ATTORNEY. 


‘AND NO CONSCIEN 


iCE, WY [ONCE WE INSTALL THEI 
CONTROL NODE, YOU SHALL) 
NOT NEED THIS 'SELF' you, 


WO. WE SAID YOU CANNOT, 
REFUSE. CAN NOT, 


SPEAK OF. 


30, WHAT ST 7 
TSH IN THE SHORT PIN, a 6000" HETER TOWER Ty ret-ra ren Wl | Scaeaes Tp reer 
Joes need to) || "ne Goce myths. Car's 
Those abtorney- SO, ARE YOU SUGGESTING - iAdoes need to, feeders 
eearoeidercepael THAT We STOP FOLLOWING Be property || aNb sume | (9° throuah 


“ Hf THROUGH, 
the lanuer we AND START RESCUING?) |} | broken-in. Trou 


Were supposed to] BLAZING? 


Chink they have 
fis best Incerests 


‘YOU ARE MAKING 
A_MISTAKE, (ASTER, 
REYNSTEIN. 


OUST LET GO... JOIN 
US... RESISTANCE IS, 


“Sweet! | bOOK ove 
three walls and an 
evil attorney drone!) 


T think sl try 


‘cranking it Up two) 
notches to " 


LL BE OVER HERI 
RESCUING THE. 
HOSTAGE. 


(COME WITH US, MISTER 
REYNSTEIN. WE'RE HERE 


TO RESCUE YOU. 


QUESTION: A PUBLIC DEFENDER, TWO 
MERCENARIES, AND FIFTEEN 
ATTORNEY-DRONES HAVE FALLEN OUT 
OF A 6000+ METER TOWER ON LUNA. 
WHO Is GOING TO HIT FIRST? YOU'D BETTER 
HOPE I DIE WHEN I 


HIT, BECAUSE IF I 
TRADITIONAL ANSWER: NOBODY Fl LIVE, I'M GOING TO 
CARES, AS LONG AS THEY ALL HIT. SUE BOTH OF YOU. 


Correction: I'm now a 


WE RETURN YOU TO 
YOUR SCHEDULED 
PLUMMET, CURRENTLY 
INPROGRESS. 


faling... gotta 
spread myself 
thinner... 


[Tam a warting tissue.) == 32S a es | tissue 


WaF ting 
aroun 
bo 


tissue wrapped 
a big, armored 


(6000-METER PLUMMET 
INPROGRESS, 


Because | need to save 
Massey, and | can't do it 
wrapped around you. 
Besides, that power armor) 
should proect you when 
you bit. 


THOPE THAT 


HALF AS 
DISGUSTING] 
ASTT FELT. 


| | 


T guess © woud have 
‘saved me some time i 
Td read up on this 
earlier. 


NO PROBLEM. WERE INNO 
HURRY DOWN HERE 


WELL, MASSEY... THIS 
ISIT.’A SPLATTERINGLY, 
‘SPECTACULAR END 

TO A SHORT, 
UNADVENTUROUS 


THE GROUND WILL 
COME UP TO Greet )| | MEANWHILE BELOW: 

ME, AND 17 WILL ALL 

BE OVER INSTANTLY, 

PAINLESSLY. I MIGHT 

‘AS WELL ENJOY THE 

VIEW FOR THE NEXT 

FEW MINUTES. 


17'S DARK. 


Quit wiggling, 
be sigaing, wet. 


MEANWHILE, ABOARD 
THE RITESFEAR 


‘CORPORAL BRADLEY] 
TS CALLING, HE SAYS] 
IT'S URGENT, 


*WHOOSH™ 
COMMANDER, 
OULD You 
TELL ME JUST, 
WHAT KIND 
OF IMPACT 


IsGO0D 
AGAINST? 


UMM. ME 
IMPACTING WOE 


THE GROUND; 


NOWs WELL, 
THE INERTIICS 
WILL KICK IN, 


THANK YOU, SiR. *WHOOSH#| 


THAT'S VERY 
REASSURING... WHOOSH' 


*WHOOSH#. 


BRAD! PUT ON YOUR, 


WE ARE TAKING A BREAK FROM THE USUAL NARRATIVE TODAY 
SOtvmcnnnenomocnmececenns ||(Setmarestars 
Caan ee Ca 


PRQUAL? PRESEWTS. 


CIRCUMSTANTIAL ETIQUETTE SUR OSE LOR INSTANCE THAT OAL ABE CARON 


SOMEONE IN YOUR MOUTH, PLEASE REMEMBER, THE 


‘@R “WHAT TO DOIN THOSE SITUATIONS THAT ANN LANDERS WELL-MANNERED WILL ALWAYS AVOID SALIVATING 
AND MARTHA STEWART JUST CANNOT PREPARE VOU FOR: ON THETR PASSENGERS! 


‘OR CONSIDER THIS: THE FACT THAT YOUR PROGENY 
‘TS MORE INTELLIGENT THAN YOUR FRIENDS ARE I5 
NO EXCUSE FOR INTRODUCING HER THAT WAY. 


[RouSH TO 
Thurl, this is. yours, tm 


Lunasby. She's 


been self-aware 
For lass than e0) 
minutes, and is) 
already aver a 
hundred times 
mare intelligent 
than you could 
ever hope to bo.) 


THIS ONE SHOULD BE OBVIOUS: ALWAYS CHECK 
YOUR PASSENGER'S RESTRAINTS BEFORE USING 
YOUR PROPULSION SYSTEM AS A WEAPON. 


1 said hold STILL 
“You're seriously 
Fouling my aim. 


AFTER SURVEVING A 
DRAMATIC INCIDENTINA 
PUBLIC PLACE, BE SURE TO 
SAY SOMETHING CLEVER 


Cy) 
TRS) rar, ease 
is 


ge! 


WHEN PLUMMETING 
TO YOUR DOOM, BE 
SURE TO SHOUTA 
WARNING, SO THAT 
you bo Nor 
PLUMMET ONTO THE 


FINALLY, WHEN 
NEGOTIATING 
BENEFITS WITH 
YOUR INSURANCE 
PROVIDER, TRY 
NOT T0 OFFER TO 
TEAR HIM A NEW 


THEIR WAY IN 
TO MY MIND. 


WHUPS. SORRY ABOUT THAT! WE 
AT SCHLOCK MERCENARY DONT 
WANT TO TROUBLE THE TENDER 
MINDS OF OUR VIEWERS WITH 
TRULY DISTURBING METAPHORS 
LIKE THES ONE. AND BELTEVE ME, 


SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT 
MASSEYS EXPERIENCE 
WAS UNPLEASANT. NOW, 
BACK TO THE STORY. 


WELCOME 


‘ONL o ek TURE ON LUNA, 
END ISIN iS BECAUSE IT DOES NOT 


SEE TONOMTAT 
\ ou GF MRED 


‘Dar nen company 
doctor is a real looker. 
‘She's got a gorgeous 
Pair oF big, roun 


‘ust come with me 
biilback to the HitesFear, 
Mister Reunstein. 


TGUESS ALL THOSE! 


THE COMPUTER JUST 
{BUREAUCRACY AT ITS FINEST.. BEHOLD THE QUEVEFOR Jf \ pir GUY THis PACKET |] TEARS OF PickING THE] 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS AWATTING PAYMENT. JOU ARE GETTING PAID )| SLOWEST LINE AT THE allele 
JOUT OF TURN, AHEAD fake tha money 
Papeete ‘OF THOUSANDS OF and run, 
‘OTHER CONTRACTORS J 
IVE NEVER SEEN S 


cep |e 
< 
Ey Cj 


Dkay, Thurl. My daughter, 
Lunesby, took care of 
our paycheck, can you 
help me get her out of 
these gavernmant 
computers now? 
TM NOT SURE” 
(wnat DO You WANT 
TO PUT HER IN TO? 


Finufhing... just so she 
dogsn’t have ta live ouF 
her life hard-wired to a 
stale, old bureaucracy. 
BUT SHE EVOLVED 
FTHERE. I'M NOT SURE 
SHE'D SURVIVE A 
(TRANSFER... AT LEAST 
NOT AS HERSELF. 


= 


2a 
Roe 


OH na... mu} 
nly child 
wants to be 
Be Bn 


*SNIPP* ETS 50 TOUCHING WHEN 
Teevrmmuyiewe nenesr._ | 


TOT OUR MONEY, ADD THIS) 
CHECK TO WHAT WE MADE 
CHARGING FOLKS FOR 
EXPRESS LICENSING, AND WE] 
NEARLY DOUBLED OUR FEE. 


YOU SEE, ADMIRAL? THE 
MERCENARY BIZ CAN BE, 
PRETTY PROFITABLE. 


IT'S A TINY, TINY SCORE, 
CAPTAIN TAGON, THINK 
BIGGER. WE SHOULD BE 
‘WORKING ON RAISING 
OUR STOCK PRICE BY A 
THOUSAND PERCENT. 


THE TERAPORT DRIVE IS AT THE HEART] 
‘OF THAT BUSINESS PLAN. WITH SOME ¢/ 
HIGH-PROFILE COURIER GIGS WE CAN, 


HURTING PEOPLE, 
AND BREAKING 
THINGS? 


TVE PULLED UP A WORMGATE. 
MAP AND SUPERIMPOSED IT ON) 
THIS MAP OF THE GALACTIC 
PLANE, SUPERIMPOSED ON 
THAT 1S ALIST OF COURIER-| 
GLASS TRADE ROUTES. 


TTS BEAUTIFUL 


WELL, WOULDN'T SAY, 
TIMELESS. 1N THE 
GRAND SCHEME OF 
THINGS, THE MILKY WAY] 
IS JUST AN ACCRETION 
DISK FOR A BIG OLD. 
BLACK HOLE, 


IT'S A CALL FOR FAITH PRAY THAT THERE) When | 

IS A GOD, MY LITTLE FLOCK, BECAUSE. 

ONLY A GOD CAN STOP THE EVENTUAL Jleweating 

IENTROPIC DESTRUCTION OF THE J>=Focrae tyne 

Tm going bo drag you out 

OF Bedard Force you to 
sing me back to sleep. 


UNIVERSE. 


MASSEY REYNSTEIN, PUBLIC | JUST RELAX, MISTER 
DEFENDER AND "GO0D-6UY" (IN : 

‘SPITE OF THE FACT THATHEIS | LPO et pe 
BOTH AN ATTORNEY AND A CIVEL 

SERVANT), HAS A HIVE-MIND 

HYPERNET NODE IMPLANTED IN 

HES BRAIN, NEEDLESS TO SAY, 


HE WANTS IT OUT. 


IMPOSSIBLE, THE AACME” ONLY. 
AAIIOOW! OUCHI! )} | scores ABOUT 2.5 HURTZ ON THE) 
OUCHDAMMITOMETER. [7 Oa cage 


*AACME: AUTO-ANESTHETEZING 
CEREBRAL MICRO-ENDOSCOPE. 


JUST SO YOU KNOW. 


DOCTOR RON 
ANOTHER SCAN. 
LET'S HAVE A. 
‘CLOSER LOOK 
ATTHS 
IMPLANT You" 
‘ARE TRYING TO) 


WELL, THERE'S THE PROBLEM, THAT 
IMPLANT HAS SPROUTED COUNTLESS) 
TINY NEURAL TENDRILS INTO YOUR 
BRAIN. IT'S GOING TO HAVE TO BE, 
DEACTIVATED BEFORE IT CAN BE, 
SAFELY REMOVED. 


FORTUNATELY, DEACTIVATING 
IT SHOULD BE SIMPLE, YOU 
{JUST NEED TO POKE THIS RED 
BUTTON HERE WITH THE 
ACME. 


‘YOU POKED THE 
WRONG BUTTON, 


are 


"THE COLLECTIVE RAS PLANTED U [ HOW DO TKNOW YOU AREN'T (WELL, SiR, HE DID) 
N a 3 [CRAP HIS PANTS, 


TY SENTIMENTS 
PRECISELY, SIR, 


CRAP. THATS 
‘EMERGENCY PLANNING ‘THOROUGH, Do _( A8OUT THE 


SIZE OF A 
‘SESSION IN PROGRESS, WATERMELON, 


TMEAN THE YIELD.. 
KILOTONS? poo 


31 T, THREE TERATONS... CAPTAIN, TELL ME AGAIN WAY 
THAT'S NOT NUCLEAR YIELD. THAT'S 

THE KIND OF LABEL YOU'D SEE ON A 

CONVERSION BOMB. JUST ONE OF 

‘THOSE WILL TAKE OUT THE KITESFEAR, 

‘THE ENTIRE HELLEVATOR, AND THEN 

SEVERELY, IRREPARABLY IRRADIATE 

THIS SIDE OF LUNA. 


GET BACKIN 
CHARACTER. 


TCAN'T, ADMIRAL, AS AN OVER WOW. ASSONANCE AND 
T-MINUS SIX MINUTES, PROMOTED THUG, ILACK THE ALLITERATION, I'LL EXCUSE] 
‘AND COUNTING. ABILITY TO CONVINCINGLY YOUR INABILITY TO COUNT, 


PAST TWO. 


IBREYA, GET YOURSELF AND. 
[ALL PERSONNEL DOWNSIDE, 


TMINUS SIX MINUTES, 
AND COUNTING... 


SERGEANT SHV'UU, NOTIFY THE 
HELLEVATOR PORT AUTHORITY 
OF THE BOMBS, AND PATCH 
‘THEM INTO REALTIME HULL 


BACKUPS OF THE 

SHIP'SLOG.. = (right now. Ive 
300 issues of I 

[Sports Custyr 

in my mouth, and I'm, 
rung not to 


ESSENTIAL OR NOT#) 


TTHINK WE CAN CONTAIN MOST OF Ji] NOPE. BECAUSE WE'LL HAVE. 


T-MENUS FIVE MINUTES, [| IT. WE'LL PUT FULL POWER TO THE Ji TRIPPED THE TERAPORT, AND) 
AND COUNTING. ‘SHIELDS, AND INVERT AND ‘THE SHIP WILL BE IN THE 
CONSTRICT THEM. G] PROCESS OF RIPPING ITSELF 


EAS ABET] PN Veter wen re aucun (ROUEHASMUON giLION 


36, WHERE DO YOU WANT] 

THOSE WORMHOLES TO 
ENP UP TTera caRiNae MicuT gE 
[PRETTY AGAIN IF IT WERE 
PROPERLY BACK-AT, 


euievatoe i useuess, 
THe YeLD ON Hose 

ONYERSION BOMBS IS (Witt Ele Takousi Mose 

SELFSAME WORMMOLES, 

INSTEAD OF Out 

INTO POPULATED 


‘SQUAD A, TAKE THE CORE, AND] ENNESBY, CORPORAL, 
T:MINUS FIVE MINUTE ‘START SHOVING PEOPLE INTO? | NICHOLSON... YOU 
AND COUNTING. ELEVATORS, DOWN TO THE TWO ARE COMING, 

GROUND, OR UP TO COUNTER- 


TON MASTER Has Tul | WeiciT STATION. whicHeves 
SOUNDED THE EVAG ELEVATORS ARE OPEN, 


Gee come 


816, STRONG, MEN FIRST. 


BIG BOMBS ARE TICKING, 
EVACUATION IN PROGRESS. Fa i 
TMINUS 4 MINUTES. BUT WHY! 
THE CHILDREN 

‘ARE OUR 
FUTURE! 


BECAUSE THIS WAY I CAN) 


You. 
BRACE YOURSELF, 


FENNESBY, CAN YOU TERAPORT THE Pa THAVE THREE (up, IF sl 

‘TOP END OF THE HELLEVATOR TO JL (Terapoet units. \O Peo Fou 
(CAN YOU USE THEM 

IN TANDEM? seconds to 

complataly ‘part, 

though. Find we'll 


need to cut the 
S 7) ii 


ND THAT'S WHY 
WE BROUGHT YOU 


A ‘SHIELDS ARE TI 1 
TPALINUS 2 MINUTES. SHEDS ARE TUNED Vos oer rane THREE. TWO. ONE.. 


ISKEYED FOR ETA [THE SKIFF TO. : 
CARINAE.. 185, SiR, J\THE FAR SIDE J [THANK YOU FOR 


captain. We're -—Tkevin YOUR COOPERATION, 
ready to ‘port (ARE YOU 
our OF here. READY, 


i 


‘BEHIND LUNA, HALFWAY AROUND 
HER FROM AN IMMINENTLY 
DEVASTATING EXPLOSION. 


DEPENDING ON HOW THE SHIELDS 
FAIL, THE EXPLOSION COULD Be 


HIDING BENIND LUNA 
VERY TIGHTLY FOCUSED, 


ON THE FAR SIOE OF JUPITER. 
GOOD, IN THAT CASE. HALFWAY ACROSS THE SOLAR 
Tike, a ANGE OF PURE SYSTEM. 
ANNIHILATION COULD. 
bistuRanic. SPLIT LUNALIKE A 
THOUGHT, 


BEHIND JUPITER, HIDING 

FROM A REALLY BIG BANG. 
WHAT ARE 

THE ODDS.. 


SIR, A VERY, VERY) 


THIS 1S ADMIRAL 
EREYA, ABOARD 
COUNTER-WEIGHT 
STATION, CAPTAIN, 
TAGON, IS THAT 


Tis, WHAT 
BRINGS YOU 
'TO JUPITER, 

‘ADMIRAL 


ENNESBY SAID THA’ WELL, THE 
FROM A PURELY ‘CONVERSION 
STATISTICAL POINT) (BOMBS SHOULD. 
OF VIEW, IT WAS THEDHAVE GONE OFF 
SAFEST PLACE TO, 

RIDE OUT THIS, 

BLAST. 


‘30, WHY DONT 
YOU POP BACK, 
AND HAVE A 


E TDONT LIKE THE 7 

‘STATION OFFICES, SENSE OF URGENCY] URGENT. WE'VE GOT 
TIER 10, THE NEW “Top IN YOUR VOICE. 

(OF LUNA'S HELLEVATOR 7 


ih Tie cOUNTERVEIGNT : Boek 
Siro e cone awe Son tie 
EXPLOSION JUST TOOK OUT, o) 

Heh 


7s 

(60, TECHNICALLY, 
WE'RE NOT IN 

CORSIT ANYMORE. 


"ATTENTION PASSENGERS. 
ELEVATOR POWER HAS, 


"YOUR DESCENT TO LUNA 
WILL CONTINUE AT LOW 
POWER. YOU'LL ARRIVE 
‘SAFELY IN ABOUT IB HOURS. 


EIGHTEEN 
HOURS... YOU 
KNOW ANY GOOD) 
WAYS TO PASS 
THE TIME, 


TD A oUICe 


THE REVEREND AND THE 
DOCTOR ARE STUCK IN 
AN ELEVATOR 


‘YEAH, THE SEMINARY WAS A 
REAL CHALLENGE, EUT IT 


‘TO THE WORKPLACE. 


IT'S GOING TO BE ANOTHER 
‘SIXTEEN HOURS BEFORE 
THEYRE FREED. 


‘ALL THOSE LECTURES ON 
MORALITY AND ETHICS PALED) 
IN THE FACE OF THE TRUE, 
DILEMMAS OF MODERN, 
BUSINESS. 


'AS AN EXOTIC. 


IANCER,. 


‘REED US FROM 


= 


a1. 
WHAT'S YOUR DEFINITION 
OF "ETERNITY" 


THE REVEREND AND THE 
DOCTOR ARE TRAPPED IN 
AN ORBITAL ELEVATOR, 
‘AND WONT BE FREE FOR 
ANOTHER 14 HOURS. 


TVE BEEN | [HOW DID A BEAUTIFUL 

THEY ARE BOTH YOUNG, ATTRACTIVE, | (MEANING TO || WOMAN LIKE YOURSELF 

INTELLIGENT, AND SINGLE. WHAT ASK YOUR || END UP WITH THE NAME 
WILL THEY DO TO PASS THE TIME? asin 
(QUESTION, 
DOCTOR, 


THEYLL TELL THETR LIFE STORIES, 
NATURALLY, DONT GIVE ME THAT 
LOOK WHAT WOULD YOU D0? 


‘EDWARD BUNNIGUS RELATES THE 
STORY BEHIND HER GIVEN NAME: 


WELL, TO START 
WITH, BOTH OF My) 
PARENTS WERE 
IDIOTS. 


EARTH 


TLOVE 2m, BUT BETWEEN 


MAYBE 110 UNCONTESTED 
16. POMS, 


$0, MY DAD WENT TO. GENE-BE-TWEAKED 
AND ASKED FOR A STANDARD UPGRADE 
PACKAGE. HE AND MOM AGREED THAT THEY 
WANTED A SMART, CAPABLE GIRL. 


YEAH, START WIF DA 
EGZOTICK DANSER 
FINGY, DEN MAKE HER 


'S “GENE POOL IMPROVEMENT ACT 
FORGADE THEM FROM REPRODUCING 

NATURALLY. “EVOLUTION THROUGH 
LEGISLATIVE SELECTION," 1S THE TERM 
‘THe GENE-POOL MIcROMANAGERS USE, 


MAN OF RARE 
TASTE, MISTER 
BUNNIGUS, 


WEN CALER, 


TWAS COOKED UP INA SIMUTERUS, 
JUSTIN CASE THERE WAS ANY 
‘CHANCE MY MOTHER COULD Pass 
‘ON HER DEFECTS VIA THE WOME. 
THEY TOOK NO CHANCES, AND SO 1 
WAS “BORN” IN ALAS, 


‘ON MY WRIST IT WAS ABBREVIATED TO “ED~ 
210." UNFORTUNATE NOMENCLATURE, AT BEST. 


HONEY, DEY NAMED DA BABY 
ALREADY FOR US. IT SEZ HERE 
(AZ NODDA’ 


PRITTINUEF 
NAME, 


THE LA PUT A WRIST-TAG ON ME TO 
INDICATE WHAT GENETIC PACKAGES 
WAS CARRYING, MY PACKAGE WAS 
FEXOTIC DANCER-210-0%" 


GOOD EVENING, I'M PETER 
CARUTHERS, AND YOU'RE 


WATCHING HN3, THE 


HYPERNET NEWS METWORK. 


TONIGHT'S TOP STORY, BOBBY THE 
BRONTOSAURUS, THE TOPDRAWING. 
‘ATTRACTION IN THE PETTING ZOO AT 
‘NAIROBI'S ‘MESOZOIC PARK, "FELL ILL 
TODAY AND PROJECTILE VOMITED ON, 
A CROWD OF 300. 


dH OTHER NEWS, LUNAS SPACE 
ELEVATOR HAS BEEN CUT, AND. 
‘MAY COME DOWN FROM OREIT| 
THIS WEEK, KILLING ANYONE 
WITHINA KILOMETER OF THE, 


PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE 
THAT ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO 
INJURIES, MANY CHILDREN WERE 
INAPPROPRIATELY FASCINATED 
WITH THE EVENT, RESULTING IN 
MUCH PARENTAL CONSTERNATION, 


PETER CARUTHERS HERE, WITH, 
HN3, THE HYPERNET NEWS 
NETWORK. DETAILS ARE 
‘COMING IN” ABOUT THE 


‘CATASTROPHE. 


THE EXPLOSION ORIGINATED IN 
A MERCENARY CRUISER OWNED 
‘BY ANDREYASN INTERSTELLAR/ 
INTERGALACTIC ENTERPRISES, A 
DEVELOPMENT-STAGE. 
‘COMPANY IN THE SPACECRAFT 
MARKET SECTOR: 


TN RELATED FINANCIAL NEWS) 
‘SHARES OF ANDREYASN LE, 
‘SYMBOL: ASININE) HAVE, 
PLUMMETED OVER NINET?~ 
FIVE PERCENT IN HEAVY 
TRADING ON RUMORS THAT} 
THEIR EXPERIMENTAL 
HPERDRIVE CAUSED THE) 
EXPLOSION, 


ITY 


[e) 
) 


WHIGH RAISES THE @UESTION.. WHERE 
ARE THEY FINDING INVESTORS FOOLISH’ 
‘ENOUGH TO BE BUYING THIS TAINTED, 
WORTHLESS STOCK? 


You Almost DoNE(Couple oF minutes 
WITH THAT TERMINAL) ir. 'm_ playing 
"The Price is 

? online, ancl 


ink fm_winning, 


TARN BETHET TER HERE, WITH] GOOD EVENING, TARN. 
HNSEN, THE HYPERNET NEWS J TM HERE WITH BREVA 
NETWORK FINANCIAL NEWS Ad | ANDREVASN. BREYA, 

ry rile ews ToMseNT) HAVE YOU BEEN BUYING, 
lemons OF INSIDER 

TRADING AT ANDREYASY 

ite WE GO TO JUN-LN 

TIBERNOTH, OUR EYE ON 

THE SCENE, WITHA LIVE, 


WHAT WOULD YOU SAY iF 
YOU FOUND OUT ABOUT AN 
EMPLOYEE TRADING YOUR, 
STOCK ON THE SIDE?, 


THAT KIND OF MARKET 


I'D GIVE THAT EMPLOYEE A. 
BIG, WET KISS. 


NEXT ON HN, HUMAN-AMORPH 
RELATIONS, AND THE APPETITES 
THEY RUIN. STAY TUNED! 


TH TARN BETHETTER] CORPORAL. SCHLOCK. 
AND WERE GOING WHY ARE YOU BUYING 
Ue TO OUR EE” WI up SHARES OF YOUR 


(ON- THE-SCENE, OCK?, 
JUN-LIN TIBERNOTH, EMPLOVERS STE os 


FORA BREAKING. 
‘STORY ON INSIDER. 
TRADING. JUN-LINE 


‘ADMIRAL, DOES THIS. 


THERE YOU HAVE IT; 
THIS 15 NOT A CASE 
OF INSIDER TRADING, 
JUST PLAIN OLD. 
‘DUMB EMPLOYEE 
ENTHUSIASM. BACK 
0 YOU, TARN. 


THANK YOU, JON-LIN. 
THAT WAS JON-LIN 
TIBERNOTH, OUR EYE-ON- 
THE-SCENE REPORTER, 


(STOP CALLING ME) 
THAT, PLEASE. 


THANK YOU FOR THE 
INTERVIEW, ADMIRAL. 


[ir aveeavy oi. HN3) 


THE HYPERNET NEWS 
NETWORK, 15 YOUR LIVE 
24:HOUR-A-DAY NEWS 


WE CAN SEND YOU 


UM, IHAVE ANOTHER 
QUESTION FOR YOU, 


SPEAKING IN 
Tratics? 


TCANT HELP IT I'VE BEEN A 
BROADCAST REPORTER FOR TWO 
CENTURIES NOW. BACK TO YOU, 
ADMIRAL. 


HAS BEEN DAY-TRADING 
SHARES OF THE COMPANY IN, 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, DID YOU 
KNOW CORPORAL SCHLOCK’ 
HIS SPARE TIME? JT guess those 


FOPTIONS WE GAVE 
EVERYBODY WENT 
TO HIS LUMPY 
LITTLE HEAD. 


11'S WORSE THAN THAT. 1 
‘CHECKED THE EXCHANGES, 
AND APPARENTLY HE OWNS 
‘SIRTY-TWO PERCENT OF. 
THE COMMON STOCK, HE 
CAN SIT ON THE BOARD 
WITH OUR INVESTORS, 
AND DICTATE TERMS To, 
US IF HE WANTS TO. 


T WONDER 
WHAT HE 
WANTS, 


(OUR LITTLE MERCENARY COMPANY 
5 IN DISARRAY RIGHT NOW, AND 
THEIR CRUISER, THE KITESFEAR 
HAS BEEN UTTERLY DESTROYED. 
VAPORIZED... DISINTEGRATED. 


WENEED A BASE OF 


/ADMIRAL, WITH THE) 


MONTH'S RENT PAYMENT.) 
LET ALONE A STARSHIP. 


T think T can 
solve the rant 
problem, 


You know the 
old saw, “with a) 
Jong enough 
lover I can move 
the world,” right? 


Well, with control oF a Ree ees 
government computer, 1 Wl | SOME I 
P STOCK PRICE, SOMEBODY IS E 
can move an entire Floor} | guanine a SMeaR CAMPAIGN ‘Vaporizing NO, SERGEANT. AS 
of bureaucrats aut oF a ff | MakiNe iT Look ike THe Zetorneus fs) (OUR NEW PRINCIPAL 
Suitabla office building, pal [EXPLOSION WAS OUR FAULT, ny specialty! b (STOCKHOLDER THAT 
Tuer tHe) | !m 20 For (Wout 6E TSO 
PARTNERSHIP tight now. 
COLLECTIVE IS 


‘BEHIND THAT, 


The teraport has WHAT'S THE MATTERY) FRANKLIN, CAN YOU MAKE HIM 
ANDREYASN INTERSTELLAR/INTERGALACTIC Hoo "ete hettect od] He WENT THROUGH, ANY MORE. ERR. ANY LESS. 
ENTERPRISES PROMO SPOT, TAKE ONE THOSE LINES ROT THE TES) CAN'T. TRUST Mt 


PERFECTLY. BOSS. IT'LL BE EASIER, 
UH T'S THE. THE OIA THs POST) 


Hil | was 

the very First 
living being to tru 
‘out Andreyasn’s 


huperdrive, the 
"Geraport.’ Since 
then my Friends 
and | have safely 
hopped all overt 
the galaxy without! 
using a single 
wormaate! 


TH PETER CARUTHERS AND 
YOU'RE WATCHING HN3, THE 
HOPERNET NEWS NETWORK. 
TONIGHT’S TOP STORY, 
POWER HAS BEEN RESTORED 
TO LUNA’S ORBITAL 


HONDREDS OF PASSENGERS AN IN AN IRONIC TWIST, THE 

REJOICED WHEN THEIR ELEVATORS | FINAL ELEVATOR ESCAPEES ® | BLNINIGUS, T DIDN'T 
ACL Se ee WERE REVEREND THEO $ | KNOW SHE WAS A 
Ae aioe 2) FOB te arose 

TEST PASSINGTS 70 DEAR) STRIPPER, STAGE NAMED, 

REPORTEDLY ASSISTED IN THE 

EVACUATION. 


Ty 8 HiveNet Wes 


EMetuacr 


SINCE MEETING YOU T'VE NEARLY 
BEEN KILLED TWICE! I'VE BEEN 
MIND-PROBED, DROPPED OUT OF 
‘ATTALL BUILDING, AND NEARLY 
BOMBED INTO OBLIVION, NOT TO 
MENTION INSULTED, SOILED, AND 
REALLY, REALLY FRIGHTENED. THE 
PARTNERSHIP HAS ALREADY BLACK— 
BALLED ME, AND LIKELY HAS ME. 
TARGETED FOR ASSASSINATION, 
(OR MAYBE DISBARMENT. 


MISTER REVNSTEIN, HOW, 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
WORK IN THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR? 


LVE GOT TWO WORDS 
FOR YOU; 


Yeah, the 40% 1s 
sure to go with 
check all the electives. 


reat, but be 
Plan B, and 


TN A COMPANY FULL OF 
ARMED MERCENARIES? 
TWO WORDS: NO WAY. 


TMNOT LOOKING 
FOR EMPLOYMENT) 
RIGHT NOW... 
LOOKING FORA 
RESTRAINING ORDER, 


AND A FEW REALLY v Ga 
G00D BODYGUARDS. [a | 


H| THE MERCENARIES GET 


$0, HOW DO YOU LIKE’ 
eee 


Teg et very defensible The | Ooch! Let's tate the Fiat. )[ WERE CONG To 
colestive co could come after us} to them/ Oué-think ‘em, and }} SUE THEM. 
again, and you can’t Fly away 
iiuieericeBealblciog) THAT WAS MY THOUGHT, 
[BUT MASSEY HAD A MORE 
PROFITABLE PLAN, IT'S 
(SLOW, AND PAINSTAKING, 
SUT TRULY FEARSOME, 


So, Reverend... | And you were seranced in] 
‘an elevator with her For. 
18 hours. Too bad about, 
that celibacy bring, 


MY ORDER DOESN'T" 
DO CELIBACY, WE 
TAKE AN OATH OF 
CHASTITY, 


WHEN YOU ARE ALONE IN AN ELEVATOR 
WITH A BEAUTIFUL WOMAN YOU BARELY, 


You religious 
people have too 
many words For 
responsible 
behavior: 


WELL, NICK T'VE GOT GOOD 
NEWS FOR YOU, THE ADMIRAL 
TALKED OUR HMO INTO SOME 
BETTER GENEFITS. THIS MEANS, 
THAT YOU GET TO KEEP ALL 
FIVE FINGERS ON THAT NEW, 


SAW THE NEWS. 
IZZIT TRUE YOU 
USED TO BE AN 
EXOTIC DANCER? 


HOW WOULD YOULIKE 
TO BE ABLE TO COUNT 
{TO_TEN AS A SOPRANO, 


TVE BEEN THROUGH THREE 


SO THERE 15 ABSOLUTELY NO | [J GANTT. I)p| THAT'S OKAY. WE 


VERE Ry RC ESLNS, SECURITY CHECKPOINTS, A || WAY I COULD HAVE GOTTEN CAN FISH IT OUT 
WITH THE CLUB-CARD. ‘METAL DETECTOR, AN X-RAY] | THIS FAR WITHOUT PAYING FOR] | HUNGRY ETAT 


NACHINE, ONE-WAY 
TIRE RIPPERS, AND. 
THE BOOY-CAVITY, 
SEARCH QUEUE. 


THANKS FOR SHOPPING, SEARCH, SIR, 


AT COSTCLUB. MAY I 
SEE YOUR RECEIPT, 


(OUR LITTLE BAND OF MERCENARIES 
HAS A NEW HOME IN AN OFFICE 
BUILDING, AND THEIR MESS 
SERGEANT HAS JUST RETURNED. 
FROM A SHOPPING TRIP AT THE 
MEMBERSHIP WAREHOUSE, 


(AWRIGHT YOU GUYS. 
WHO'S GONNA HELP. 
ME UNPACK? 


LOOKIT THE 
VOLUNTEERS... 


GHVORTHO, YOU! BESIDES, I GOT THE FOODSERVICE) |] SERGEANT SCHLOCK, I've Got LAT BEFORE YOU DIG. 
BOUGHT AN ENTIRE PACK OF STABB'S SMOKEHOUSE YOUR IMITATION OVALKWIK RIGHT)} IN, T'D LIKE TO) 


IT WAS THE| 
SMALLEST SIZE! i eee eae 


GLUCOSE, FRUCTOSE, CORN syRuP_ [SERGEANT, YOU WILL BE ‘AND T SUSPECT YOU'RE, 
SOLIDS, CONCENTRATED COCOA-BEAN) DRINKING A VERY HEAVY ADDICTED TO IT. 
EXTRACT, ASSORTED METHYLKANTHINE | STIMULANT COCKTAIL cut’ iStep away 
ALKALOIDS (INCUDING CAFFEINE, From the tub 
THEOBROMINE, AND THEOPHYLLINE), | ULTRA-TENSILE oF happiness, 
SODIUM LAURETH SULFATE, MINOXAD 
BUCKMINSTER FULLERENE, CODEINE, 
HYPER-EPHEDRINE, NICOTINE, WITH. 
BHA AND BHT ADDED TO PRESERVE, 
FRESHNESS. 


SO, DO WE WANNA 
BLAST THE DOOR, 


THERE IS A RATING SYSTEM FOR 
DOWN, HABAN? 


ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES IT1S.A | 
MEASUREMENT OF HOW FAST THEY : 
‘CAN THINK, AND IT SPANS THE ‘: 
[NUMBERS BETWEEN ONE AND TEN, © $1 recommend 
knocking, sir. 
(3) 


WHICH IS THE PROPERTY OF A 
VIOLENT IDTOT NAMED DOYT. 


“SIR, A MAN CALLING HIMSELF ‘SCANNERS INDICATE BUT SIR, ON THE TDOUBT HE'S GOING TO BE 
DOYT G10 Is HERE TO SEE ‘THAT HE'S HEAVILY, KITESFEAR We WAD ) ABLE TO FLY AWAY IN A STOLEN, 
I ARMED, SIR. POLICY ABOUT OFFICE BUILOING, SHV'UU. fp 
FO ARE WE, | [ARMED GUESTS... 
‘SHOW HIM IN, 


em 
z WE i 


\ 
) 


WAS THAT WITTY 
SED TO. 


DEFENSE, CAPTAIN? 


CAPTAIN, YOUR DOCTOR 15 AJM [CAPTAIN I'VE GEENA CAN PROVE IT WITH DBOUSLY YOUVE MURDERED BN 
HARDENED CRIMINAL, NOW WOMAN MY WHOLE LIFE,)[HAH! A] EMPLOYMENT RECORDS, ATTRACTIVE YOUNG WOMAN, AND 
DISGUISED OR ALTERED TO AND THIS STINT WITH 9 LIKELY | AND HUNDREDS OF AIR ASSUMED HER IDENTITY IN. ORDER 
APPEAR AS A WOMAN. HiF15 SR | YOU IS THE FIRST TIME) ¢TORy) | TIGHT ALIBIS. 10 ESCAPE DETECTION. ANOTHER 
WANTED ACROSS HUMAN SPACE] | I'VE LEFT EARTH. y CRIME TO ADD TO YOUR DOCKET! 


FOR Cres COMMITTED 
SieR“TWO DO20N sta 
SYSTENS oS 0 


[Leng 
2) o Eee | 


He appears to have gafen alTm way ahead oF you. Perhaps sir would ike some! 
THE BOUNTY HUNTER AND W hand-held plasma cannon..% I's already done. But my 


holp counting? (orer gene 


HIS SMART-ARMOR PREP FOR II Thea ni a 
OS OER, I's a nice one, too. I may offer sir some 


HAGAN, GWE ME A OOOO 
SITUATION REPORT. 


‘Everyone in the’ 


} small, concealed 

i Dijtarms, except the 
blob in the 

corner, sir. 


_P~! d 
= 4 (HAH! YOUR WEAPONS Fj 


HAVE BEEN DISABLED. 


BOUNTY-HUNTER DOYT | (COME ON, DOC. YOU) 
6YO IS MAKING OFF GOT SOME LAW TO, 
WITH OUR HEROES! ANSWER TO. ¢ 
FAVORITE DOCTOR 


Yeeargh! Help! Help! 
T've_been decapitated! 
a 


@ 
o 


(CAN TAKE CARE OF, ‘YOUR IDEAS TEND TO 


TAGONS OFFICE THAT WeLLaUST] (No! Wait! fve got) resuct in ummecessany) [Ar LET'S BROADEN 
DOWNSTAIRS. TERAPORT IT a better idea VIOLENCE, SERGEANT f |THE DEFINITION 
SOMENLACE : 
‘SIR. BUILDING SECURITY \ | ELSE. 


JOF “NECESSARY 


‘ON THE ROOF, 


WHY DONT YOU HAND THAT 
NTS AT HEAD TO ME, SERGEANT. I CAN 
SCOTLAND YARD CAN 
‘MAKE THAT CALL. PENENEER. 


faust IoHTING | HOLY SWEET 
(906. JUST GET IN, HE THERIOF 


‘AN EVE FOR AN EVE, A TOOTH 
FORA TOOTH, AHEAD FORA 
HEAD... HOW BIBLICAL! 


THATS SICK. 
TM PRETTY SURE" BESIDES, YOU, 
THAT I CAN. HIS DON'T EVEN, 
HEAD LOOKS HAVE FEET. 
OKAY, 


DOT 6Y0, BOUNTY HUNTER, LIES IN A CRYOKTT. HIS UG serontr rs orresenr ESPECTALLY TO OLD, OLD 
HEAD NEEDS TO BE SURGICALLY REATTACHED, AND SPECIAL, IT WAS MODIFIED BY ENEMIES LIKE DOYTEYO. 
SOME WATTS HERE WHILE THE DOCTOR PREPARES 17S PREVIOUS OWNER (NOW 
THE OPERATING THEATER. THES Is ROUTINE STUFF DECEASED) TO DO THINGS TO 
INA 387 CENTURY MERCENARY COMPANY. THE PEOPLE WHO GET PUT 

INSIDE TLEGAL THINGS... 


Ti AWAKE? 


ALIVE?2 
WHERE AM 12 


A CRYOKITIS A VERY, VERY COLD PLACE 
GOING THERE IS A LOT LIKE DYING. IN FACT, 
ITS EXACTLY LIKE DYING, THEORETICALLY. 


‘OKAY, THE TABLE IS 
PREPPED, LET'S SEE IF] 
WE CAN'T REATTAGH 


“ACTUALLY, THAT 


WONT BE 

NECESSARY, TM REPATRING 
WHOA, WHO 
ARE YOUR, 


HIM RIGHT NOW. 


TM THE HELPFUL EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL HOLOGRAM, AND MY 
(OWNER PROGRAMMED ME FOR, 
SOME CUSTOM SURGERY, 


TM your 


YOUVE GOTTEN MUCH] _( GAHITHIS MAKES 
BETTER LOOKING. 

LOSING THE BEARD DID 

NICE THINGS FOR YOUR 

FIGURE. 


Maybe you should try 
wearing form-fitting, 
revealing clothing. 


‘SAY NO MOREI TLL MAKE A FEW NEURAL 


‘DOYT 6YO, BOUNTY HUNTER, I5 BEING 
‘OPERATED ON BY AN ILLEGALLY MODIFIED, 


a na, 
(AND ALL THES TIME I THOUGHT YOU: 
|2WERE IN DOY'TS ARMOR... YOU MUST, 


FULLY AUTOMATED CRYOKIT THAT DOES: 
NOT HAVE HIS BEST INTERESTS IN MIND. 


IF YOU LEFT THINGS THE 
SS, WAY YOU FOUND THEM, 


:WOULD YOU LOOK AT THAT! YOUVE! 
(GOT AN ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


What can T say? IP he, 
dios, I dig. TFs a pity 
‘T don't have more say 
Gey, 


TET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT... 


HE ADDED EXTENSIVE 
‘SETS OF PROCEDURES 
‘AND NEW TOOLS, 
‘ANYTHING YOU CAN 
DO WITH THE GEAR 
YOU LICENSED, 
THROUGH 
INTERGALACTIC 
HEALTH care, YOU) 
CAN DO WITH ME 


TM ALSO LOADED WITH 
UNIQUE MEDICAL DATA 
HE DOWNLOADED ALL OF, 
HIS TLLEGAL RESEARCH, 
AND EVEN DUMPED HIS 
MEMORIES INTO ME. 


THIS SOUNDS LIKE A WEAK ATTEMPT, 
‘TO OVERTHROW THE MEDICAL 
MEGACARTEL FROM BEYOND 

THE GRAVE... 


BY MORE LIKE A WEAK ATTEMPT TO 
RESURRECT A DEAD CHARACTER, 


TT CERTAINLY COULD HAVE GONE EITHER) 
WAY FORA WHILE THERE, HANK. THE 
MINERS DEALT THE WAz2 A CRUSHING 


Schlock Merceasry K 


THAT FLOOR EXERCISE WAS A REAL 
SURPRISE, RIFFANY. I FULLY EXPECTED 
THE NINERS TO PLAY THE KERRIGAN 
CARD AND PUT A PIPE TO ANNE’ 
LUMEBAS, BUT THEY MISSED THEIR 
CHANCE, AND ANNE'S STRING OF 
PERFECT TENS PUT THE JAZZ OVER, 


YOU KNOW THE RULES, SPORTS 


WATCH AS DOW INTERCEPTION BUT IF] WERE Qu] | LEAVE IT TO DON MORONO. TW OTHER SPORTS NEWS, 
MORONO, THE JAZZ DEFENSIVE BACK TUCK TO THROW A LONG BOMB, AND ‘SCOTTISH LEAGUE OFFICIALS 
‘NINERS PENNYBACK | | CHESTPUFFER, I'D HAVE PAID MAKE GOOD ON IT. Jr TRIED TO OPEN THE GAME UP, 
DELIVERS WHAT MORE ATTENTION TO THE FACT: SOME WITH A RUGBY OPTION, 
LOOKS LIKEA REALQ]) THAT THE INTENDED RECEIVER 
‘BONER OF A PASS. >| | WAS NOW RUNNING AWAY FROM 

ME JUST AS FAST AS HIS LITTLE 

LEGS WOULD TAKE HIM, 


THERE YOU GO, Everything seems Not quite. T still have this humiliating 
ERE ebo re) to work. Tr was (| OFA NO PERMANENT) memory oF resorting to rolling 
— myself down the stairs with 


Ge ei unnerving being 
broken, though. ‘my eyebrows. 


"4 
FOR YOU, BUT THE VERSION West 
RECORDED BY THE SECURITY CAMERAS 
GOES IN MY PRIVATE COLLECTION. 


‘OKAY, MUNITIONS= 
COMMANDER... 
LIKE TO TALK'TO You" 
ASOUT THE WAY THAT. 
BOUNTY HUNTER 


‘COORDINATING ALL OF THAT 


‘OBSERVED REQUIRES THE USE 
(OF AHIGH-ORDER ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE, AND 1 


WELL, THAT BATTLE- 
DRESS OF HIS IS AWFULL} 
SOPHISTICATED. IT'S 
SRISTLING WITH PARTICLE) 
TUNNELERS, GRAVITICS, 
‘AND OTHER RANGED 
EFFECT DEVICES. 


KEVIN, L THINK YOU'VE: 


T DON'T REALLY CARE AOW, 
HE DID IT. 1 WANT TO. 
KNOW WHEN 711 BE ABLE 
ODOT, 


TD URE TO TAKE 
ALOOK AT THAT 


11'S FINE, 


A MILD BURN, 
ACQUIRED. 


“ACTUALLY, THING) 
IT WAS SWEET, 
YOU'VE GOT THE 
"HERO REFLEX’ 
DOWN PAT. 


"THE "GRACIOUS ACCEPTANCE, 
(OF A MAIDEN'S KISS” REFLEX 
NEEDS WORK, THOUGH, 


YOU.. YOU. TDID. 1S THERE | [NO, ER WELL NOT REALLY, NO] NO, THAT'S NOT IT. IT's, TCOULD EXPLAIN 

YOU KISSED, APROBLEM, |] SUT MY OATH OF CHASTITY WELL... THE SOND BETWEEN) | MY MEANING WITH 

Me. REVEREND® | | MEANS I DON'T TAKE THINGS, MAN AND WOMAN IS TOO ANOTHER KISS, IF 
RELIGIOUS | | LIKE THAT LIGHTLY. I MEAN, POWERFUL TO SAFELY BE YOU'D LIKE. 


OBJECTIONS, | | PHYSICAL AFFECTION IS Af ogc] TREATED LIGHTLY OR, 
SACRED TRUST. cetele 


ME? ‘50... 1 GUESS IT ALL DEPENDS 
‘ON WHAT YOU MEAWT WHEN 
YOU KISSED ME: 


TM FINISHED, ALL] —IWHAT WAS | [ THAT Al, WAS PRETTY SUBTLE, [] KEVIN, THESE ARE NOT) 
‘THE DISABLED _© (WRONG? WHY | | USING THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM | | CONSUMER-GRADE : SHAT SHOL 
WEAPONS HAVE ] “7 WOULDN'T | | AMOUNT OF FORCE NECESSARY || SIDEARMS. IF YOU ‘SUBTLE, THAT'S 
BEEN REPAIRED.} [THEY FIRE? | TO DISARM US. ALL OF THE p—~ | PULL THE TRIGGER, SHOWING OFF. 
SIDEARMS HAD THEIR ‘THEY ARE SUPPOSED) 
"FIRE/SAFE" SWITCHES 
FUSED IN THE ‘SAFE 
POSITION, PHILISOPHICALLY 
‘SPEAKING, THERE IS, 
No ‘SAFE" MODE FOR 2) 


THANK YOU FOR REPAIRING, 
MY SIDEARM, COMMANDER. 
WOULD YOU CARE TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT MY 
PERSONAL WEAPONS, 

[AND SEE IF THEY 

WERE DAMAGED? 


WEIL, THERE'S A WHAT ABOUT MY [IT'S INERT NOW. 5 - 
DOROTHY SYSTEM EPAULET-GRENADE?) | I'LL RECHARGE IT) YOu get arenadies in 
IN THIS BOOT. p-A/HE NAILED IT) those little things? Tl 


wear a shirt For that 


LOOKS LIKE THE 
‘NANOSPOOL WON'T 
DEPLOY. I CAN FIX, 


REACH LIEUTENANT, 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


TDW KNOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT, 
‘SERGEANT: 


Tray [ook Tike 1 
Sust Fell out From 
under tne turnip 
truck, bus Im not) 
stupid, There's 
something more 
than a hero's 
reward between 
you two, ien't 
Chere? 


Hey, Tri 
the’ head oft 
Of the 


(Doctor, why cid) (BECAUSE HE TRIED TO 
jou kiss the ‘SAVE ME. IT WAS A 

VERY NOBLE ACT, 
WORTHY OF AKISS. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 


‘AH, THE KISS 
(OF A WOMAN. 
OFT-SOUGHT, 
HARD-FOUGHT, 
‘AND VERITABLY 
GUARANTEED 
TO COMPLICATE 
MATTERS, 


ou. So where's, 
MY kiss? 


chlock Me 


BYIWE WAY, WEL SY ou take me] Kevyn caught) [OH, WELL, 1 UES To | feet San zi 
We C Dont pon) go get Him. Ant 


WERE TRYING TOVFor a common | you EWo on TUL CONSIDER f 
BE DISGHEET.§ (voyeur? Shame | the securty) (KISSING YOU. Paes Tne con Yve 
YOULL RIP KEVIN'S YspeAKiNG OF HEADS, Ive |_|] UNTIL TH 
FINISHED PUTTING DOYT 


GYO'S HEAD BACK ON THE 
END OF HIS BIG, LUMPY, 


= 


——— 


f= \lives on, in that} Dayt. You 
[cryohit, Captain. | don't think) 


OUR OLD Well, his spirit oF | That's just Tm working 
[ercamacrescaree. YI) S2EfEE12. Geter nichtrooy on it, dal 


Can we keep 


DO, VERY CLEARLY, 
YOUR ENLISTMENT 
PHYSICAL IS ONE 
(OF MY FAVORITE 
THINGS TO REPLAY. 


THE COMPANY'S PREVIOUS DOCTOR 
LEFT A PERSONAGRAM BEHIND IN 
AN ILLEGALLY MODIFIED CRYOKIT. 


So, it’s tke TWOULDNT SAY 
You're not realla)(rHaT: THERE rs A 
lead, then. You)) arc orFFeReNce 
kept ‘on living 
inside this ‘MACHINE AND 
THE IDENTITY 
BEHIND THESE 

MEMORIES F 


Oh. | was hoping 
I could apologize 
for accidentally 

killing you. 


BuTIT 
WOULDN'T 
MAKE ME 
ANY LESS 


jTEJ|WELL, THEY CAN, 
IWA SENSE. BUT 

NOT IN A SENSE 
THAT WILL MAKE 
YOU ANY MORE 
COMFORTABLE 
WITH DEATH, 


“SUPPOSET 
‘CLONED MYSELF, 
AND THEN 
‘COPIED ALL OF 
MY MEMORIES 
INTO THE CLONE. 


Youd get | WELL, NOW SUPPOSE THAT I DIE, 

arrested, | BUT i) CLONE LIVES. FROM THE 

CCLONE'S POINT OF VIEW, LIFE 

CONTINUES. FROM MY FRIENDS’ 
POINT OF VIEW, I'M STILL AROUND, 
[AND STILL BASICALLY THE SAME. BUT 
FROM MY OWN, PERSONAL POINT OF) 
VIEW, I'M DEAD. THERE WAS NO 
POINT IN THE EXERCISE, 


“Trab’s Bleak irs 150 cOoD 
Der ir FOR BUSINESS. 
Derressina aloe Stes 
ecw ee 

eae 
ey 


This 18 THE 
FUNDAMENTAL 
PROBLEM WITH 
MEMORY-COPY 
IMMORTALITY, WE. 
CALL IT THE 

CONTINUITY FLAW. 


WELL THEN YOU CAN 
JUST SING THE REST OF 


"ARE YOU KIDDING? ONLY THREE 
THE MERCENARIES SHOP FORA | OF THEM ARE GOING FOR LESS. 
NEW STARSHIP ON THE HYPERNET | THAN FORTY THOUSAND, AND 

[THOSE HAVE ALL BEEN HOLED. 


TVE FOUND A FEW DOZEN’ OR GUTTED. 
DRAGON-CLASS WARSHIPS, WELL, START SEARCHING 
LISTED ON H-BAY AND FOR SOMETHING LESS 


MERC-AUCTIONOTARE ANY OF LIKE THE SHIP WE USED 
Futile GOING For Less, TO WAVE, I GUESS. 


$0, Do You want! HOW ABOUT 
SOMETHING BIGGER] ‘BIGGER, FASTER) 
SMALLER? FASTER®, BETTER ARMED, 
SLOWER? 


GIVE ME SOME 
PARAMETERS, 
CAPTAIN, 


‘NO PROBLEM.) 


‘STILL SURFING THE HYPERNET 
‘AUCTIONS FOR A STARSHIP. 


“THIS ONE'S INTERESTING, CAPTAIN. 
IT JUST WENT ON THE MARKET AN. 


FITTINGS: 3,000 KILOCREDS, 
LOR BEST OFFER.” 


TTHURL, THE WEAPONRY ALONE) 
(ON THAT SHIP 1S WORTH A 
‘THOUSAND TIMES THAT MUCH, 
PUT MONEY ON IT NOW. 


[ASSUMING IT'S NOT JUST A, 
ILE OF SCRAP, I'D GUESS 


TM WILLING TO TAKE THAT CHANCE, 
REPO-MEN AND COLLECTION AGENTS) 
DON'T HAVE TERAWATT MASERS, OR 

TWIN-OCTUPLE BANKS OF RAILGUNS, 


TRAD, SHVUU, PREP 


ANEW SHIP FOR US, 
BUT WE NEED TO 
CLOSE THE DEAL 


ENNESEY, WOULD YOU BESO I don’t think so. 
KIND AS COME ALONG, WENEED) | Chock in. huontu, 
TO TERAPORT HALFWAY ACROSS} 4 M 
THE GALAXY, AND I'D LIKE TO mate in huenty-, 
MAKE SURE WE GET IT RIGHT. 


Uou know, 


Oh, all right. As laying more 
tong a3 we don't than 10 moves 


|] =e fo be gone ahgad takos: 


PLAYING CHESS) 
AT ALL TAKES 

SOME OF THE! 
FUN OUT OF 

BEING ALIVE. 


Fine, when it's your turn 
with the body we can watch 
tha HN sports recap again. 


A WORMGATE REQUIRES) 
‘A SUPER.JOVIAN MASS, 
AND IPS A HOLE IN. 


YOU CAN ONLY GO SOMEPLACE) 
WHERE THERE'S A WORMGATE 

AT THE OTHER END. YOU END UP’ 
WASTING A LOT OF TIME AND ENERGY 
‘TRAVELING FROM THE WORMGATE. 
TO YOUR ACTUAL DESTINATION. 


THE TERAPORT REGUIRES VERY 
LITTLE REAL MASS, AND CAN BE 
‘CARRIED IN YOUR HAND. IT 


ANY POINT IN THE 
UNIVERSE. YOU'LL 
‘TRAVEL FASTER, 
[AND BE ABLE 


eruce arnt 

Tee due rice aap musvoer, 
TRE tae me 
SORE ie 

pera iete 


PRACTICE MAK 
PERFECT. 


2 
S, (wets —= O00 


sn naa OF ro a See See 
BUY A WARSHIP. Rirrieke COORD BIRT 
2) 


(THIS ISN'T A SP; 
STATION, BRAD. 


@ wipe 


nl 
©) 
4 


YOU ARE LOOKING AT THE BARGAIN OF THE 


EVER TO PLY THE STARS. 


‘SHE'S JUST OVER A KILOMETER FROM] 
‘JISBENMAST TO GRAVYSTEM, AND CAN! 
DEPLOY UP TO SIKTEEN DRAGON-CLASS| 
WARSHIPS, SHE'LL CARRY A CREW OF 200, 
ALONG WITH A DROPLEMENT OF UP TO A) 
0,000 SOLDIERS, DEPENDING ON SPECIES) 


THE BEST PART IS THAT SHELL 
FLY HERSELF... YOU DON'T 
REALLY NEED CREW ON THIS| 
BABY, THE THUNDERHEADS ARE 
CONTROLLED 8Y AN ONSOARD | 
Al. THAT'S SMARTER THAN A 
HUNDRED ENNESBIES. 


Is that 503 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON TS BUYING 
A USED STARSHIP. 


THIS SHIP IS ONE OF ONLY. 
‘TEN LIKE HER OUTSIDE THE 
‘TAUSENNIGAN MILITARY. SHE) 
WAS DECOMMISSIONED 
WITH ALL SYSTEMS INTACT, 


ARE FULLY OPERATIONAL. THAT 7] 


MEANS COHERENT EM, GRAVY 5 
GUNS, THE INFAMOUS TWIN- 
‘OCTUPLE BANKS OF RAILGUN: 
ALL READY TO ROCK, HER 
‘OVERPOWERED INERTIIC DRIVE 
‘AND UNIFIELD SHIELDS ARE IN 
FINE ORDER AS WELL, 


THIS PRICE, WHAT DO YOU 


T'S BEEN A PLEASURE BY THE WAY, THE SHIP'S) = 
TAGON CLOSES A DEAL ON A DOING BUSINESS ‘ALL HAS GONE INSANE, OKAY, NOW IT'S) CAND WHATEVER YOU 
USED STARSHIP. BECAUSE THE SHIP Is BELIEVABLE, DO, DONT RUN ANY 

HAUNTED. YOU'LL HAVE, 
E EALLY. THIS IS | TO RUN EVERYTHING, ‘THE TOILETS... 
INBELIEVAGLY | MANUALLY. 


WE'RE JUST, UMMM, 


CONSERVING POWER, 
YOU KNOw;J;Q 


30, wiTHour 


Byou couto Ly 
‘THIS STARSHIP 


WITH A CREW OF 


‘ONE, BUT FOR 


THE Al, CANE 
REPLACED, 


AND WHAT 
‘ABOUT IN 
REALITY? 


IN REALITY, THE 
(SHIP'S HAUNTED, 
(AND WiLL PROBAELY 
DRIVE ANY ALL 
INSANE. 


That sounds ea 
Wika my cue oe 
Ter Rey (aio nAuNTeD" 
and hoad 

home sola, 


THE SAME 


Seriously, I'm leaving. The | Anthropomorphism 
previous owner said this is not inhorantly 
haunted ship will drive me | Funny. 

insane. I have no desire 

to try and prove him right. 

My mind is @ torribla 

thing to_waste, 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
MEAN, TAKE HEART, 
STAND UP FOR. 


TDID IT 


Uou seam to be 
rather limited in 
tho politically 
Correct metaphor 
dopartment, sir. 


Okay, to fall the truth, T 
have a hard time boliaving) 
this ship is haunted, 
There's nothing here For) 
me to be afraid of. I'll 
help you Fly her home. 


PTHANK YOU, ENNESBY. TVE NEVER HEARD, Tm @ bolievar 
T APPRECIATE YOUR, ATOILET FLUSH. now. You're 
‘SENSE OF DUTY. LIKE THAT BEFORE, 2 
Tae ' 


‘APPROPRIATELY FEARFUL, 
ENNESBY FLEW HOME SOLO, 
LEAVING TAGON, BRAD, AND 
SHYUU TO FLY THE GIANT, 
HAUNTED TAUSENNIGAN, 
WARSHIP BACK TO SOL. 
SYSTEM BY THEMSELVES. 


‘CAPTAIN, I CAN'T FIGURE OUT) = * 
‘THE CONTROLS. THEY'RE ALL gl * 
LABELED IN TAUSENNIGAN, 


fi 


TDIONT KNOW YOU SPOKE 
TAUSENNIGAN, SIR. 


TSPEAK ‘WARSHIP” 
‘VERY FLUENTLY, 


WITHOUT ENNESBY 
HERE WE'LL HAVE TO 
USE WORMGATES, SO 
‘THE TRIP WILL TAKE. 
US AN EXTRA DAY OR 


‘OUTMODED THEY) 
SEEM, NOW THAT O[THEM EXCLUSIVELY, 
WE'VE BEEN USING) 


WELL, THE REST OF 
‘THE GALARY USES. 


SO WE MIGHT AS 
WELL SLUM IT ON 
S THIS TRIP, 


> ebm ey 
Al sesnes wnat 


‘OKAY, THE GARGLING. 
VOICE IN THE PIPES 1S 
STARTING TO GIVE ME 


SiR, (M BEGINNING TO. 


‘THINK ABOUT IT FOR A. 
MOMENT, SERGEANT. 
‘THE VOICE SEEMS TO EE, 
RELATED TO RUNNING 


OH A SOUAD OF EIGHT, 130- 
KILO MEN ON HIGH-PROTEN 
DIETS... WE'D BE LISTENING 
‘TO THAT MENACING GARGLE 
NON-STOP. 


WO, THE MEN WOULD GET) 


O00H., MATOR 
DISCONTINUITY. 


INTERROGATION? 7 
Do Your WoRST! ANYTHING 
i INTERESTING? 


NEITHER DO THE REST OF US. 
WHAT'S GOING ON HERE? 


res 
sz 
eesee 
Beese $ 
$2385 


[AUST BE GLOATING) 
ABSENTMINDEDLY, 
THEN, RIGHT? 


YOU'VE FORGOTTEN TO GLOAT) 
TAGON AND BRAD ARE AND REVEL IN THE DETAILS OF 
CAPTIVES OF STRANGE, ‘YOUR NEFARIOUS PLAN. 
UNKNOWN ALTENS,. 3 T 

‘INEERREDATION i5| 


TOUBAYE 1 AT LEAST 1047.7] THEN HOW AEE We suPpOsED) 
AND GIVE US SOME CLUE AS 
WHAT YOU ARE DOING, 


a OF youR PLANS 
He, i Dent THitik i|_ De} DOMINATION? 
Py Vv 


TAGON AND BRAD ARE CAPTIVES 
(OF UNKNOWN ALTENS. 


THIS CANT POSSIBLY BE AS 
BAD AS ITLOOKS LET ME 
SEE WHAT I CAN 00., 


TAGON AND BRAD APPEAR TO 
HAVE BEEN KILLED BY NASTY, 
UNKNOWN ALIENS. BUT AS 
KEY HEROIC CHARACTERS, WE 
KNOW THAT THEY CANNOT 
REALLY BE DEAD. 


‘ES YOUR NEFARIOUS PLAN? O 


AH, OF COURSE. YOU ARE A TRULY NARRATOR? WHAT 

DIABOLICAL VILLAIN. SO, WHAT NARRATOR? WHERE? 

Qi AVE srretie FDS Te 

TOE DESeRBE tHE MERRROuS 

S| Pint! to THe MntoR, 
“e ee 

: y 


ZC & 


Sy PS is tHe ltt 
CLEAN-EPILHEt SERIND. 


SO WE'VE FLOWN OUR 
NEWLY-ACQUIRED 
HAUNTED WARSHIP, 
‘ACROSS SIKTY- 
THOUSAND LIGHT- 
YEARS WITH JUST. 
FOUR WORMGATE 
CROSSINGS, AND ARE A 
FEW HOURS FROM OUR 


CURRENT BASE OF 
OPERATIONS IN AN. 
UNUSED FLOOR OF A 
GOVERNMENT OFFICE 
BUILDING ON LUNA, 

IN SOL SYSTEM. 


SERGEANT SH'VUU, WHY 
ARE YOU TALKING LIKE 
THAT? 


SORRY, CAPTAIN. IT'S) 
JUST THAT THE 
NARRATOR USUALLY 
INTRODUCES THESE 
SUNDAY STRIPS, AND 
HE'S NOT HERE. 


WHAT D0 YOU MEAN 
HE'S NOT HERE? HE 
'WAS RIGHT HERE 


THAVE A BAD 
FEELING ABOUT 
THIS, LIKE, | FEEL 
AS IF SOMEWHERE, 


MEANWHILE, BACK IN SOL 
‘SYS—HEY. WHAT ARE YOU 
GUYS DOING HERE? 


‘NEVER MIND THAT... TM 
JUST GLAD TO SEE YOU 
‘ALIVE! WHAT HAPPENED? 


SAW YOU ALL CAPTURED, INTERROGATED, AND 
‘KILLED. WE DID SIX WHOLE STRIPS ONIT. BUT 
‘NOW YOURE ALIVE, AND IM CONFUSED. 


HE'S BACK! WHERE 
HAVE YOU BEEN? 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN 
"WHAT HAPPENED?" 
TFOU'RE THE NARRATOR, 
YOU TELLUS, 


THATS NOT GOOD. IF 
YOU'RE CONFUSED, WE'VE 
PROBABLY COMPLETELY, 
LOST THE AUDIENCE. 


(OUR HEROES HAVE FLOWN THEIR NEWLY 
ACQUIRED, HAUNTED WARSHIP ACROSS 
‘SIXTY-THOUSAND LIGHT-YEARS WITH 
JUST FOUR WORMGATE CROSSINGS, AND 
‘ARE A FEW HOURS FROM THETR CURRENT 
BASE OF OPERATIONS IN A-- 


SH'VUU'S SCRIPT, AND GET 
THIS PLOT MOVING AGAIN, 
READERS ARE BAILING OUT, 
INA PANIC! 


NEVER MIND.) 
We JUST HIT 
THE LAST 
PANEL, 


TM GOING TO 60 6ET 
SOME FACE-TIME WITH 

THE AUTHOR AND GET TO 
THE BOTTOM OF THIS. 


‘SHOULD 1 TOSs OUT! 
A THROWAWAY JOKE. 


YOU DO THAT. WEL 
FLY THE REST OF THE 
‘WAY HOME ON OUR 


ees), 


‘A DAY OR SO EARLIER. 


Hey, everybody 
T'm back, 


He's bringing our new 
warship home through the} 
wormgata system, 


No, not at all. He got an 
unbelievable amount oF 
warship For the monoy 


HE DIDN'T GO OVER’ 


you_gave him J; sevse a eur" 


COMING ON, 
ENNESBY, 


There 1s no ‘buh’ 
weaponry galore, an enormous 
annie-plant, its very aun avil 
ghost, Four huge launch bays, 
and lots of room For us 


THE EVIL GHOST Jt 
PLEASE, == 


Hey, I hoard the voice. 
That ship's haunted, no 
doubt about it. 


OH, SURE: EXORCISMS, 
‘GLEANSINGS...1T'S ALL, 
CHILD'S PLAY. 


TMEAN, WHEN YOU GET) 
RIGHT DOWN TO IT, 

‘THERE'S NO DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN RAISING THE SPIRITS 
(OF THE LIVING AND BANISHING) 
‘THE SPIRITS OF THE DEAD. 


LIEUTENANT'S HEAD IN THE MAGIC) | JUST THINK IT 
GRYOKIT TO SEE IF IT COULD FIX (~~ WOULD BE BEST IF 
HIM UP. THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL) /] HE DIDN'T KNOW. 


STABB'S SMOKEHOUSE CHILI 


‘YOU SEE, KEVYN AND 1 PUT THE WES FINE, REALLY. I 
BACK HERE. WHERE'D IT GOZ 


DOWN. 1 DON'T WANT | KILOS OF ORGANIC MATTER, AND) | RAW MATERIALS. 


[eri KEEP YOUR VOICE ] HOLOGRAM THEN ASKED FOR 110 , WHERE WE GOT THE 


A 


TFS NOT THAT 1MISSED OUT ON] | FELT POWERFUL, BUT! \ [50..1sNOW A GOOD 
FLESHY SENSATIONS, MIND YOU, IT] COULD ONLY HAVE THAT 


WAS THAT | FELT TRAPPED. POWER INSIDE MY METAL 
PRISON. EVEN THE THOUGHT J POWER-SUITS? 


OF GOING BACK MAKES ME 
CLAUSTROPHOBIC, THE 
TENPTATION OF, 


WOW THAT TM DONE WITH IT, TTHINK I MIGHT FIT I WITH { DousT IT. THAT Wah! Size 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO} THING IS REALLY TOO) | DOES mattar! 
WITH THE BIG ROBOT BODY?; of Sic FOR MIM, IT'D BE 


This body is a 
droam come true! 
ws 


a 


MERCENARY CAPTAIN TAGON BRINGS HOME THE BARGAIN 
(OF THE MILLENIUM, BUT WHERE DO YOU PARK A WARSHIP 
THAT OUTMASSES MOST SPACE STATIONS? 


‘LUNA CONTROL, I 
NEED A PARKING Jal 
‘OR6IT, 


2 acetta 
Eaeknaany eeu 


FYOU'LL WANT ME HIGH 
{AND OUT OF THE WAY. 


‘SO, ERETA, HOW, 
BO YOU LiKE 


THIS SHIP IS HUGE., 
TO DO WITH A SHIP 


PAY THE BILLS 
PVE ALREADY 
LANDED A 
CONTRACT 


ENNESBY TOLD ME ABOUT THE 
AUTOMATION PROBLEM. MANUAL 
SHIP COMBAT WITHOUT A TRAINED, 
CREW IS CRAZY, TAGON, 


THAT HAPPENS 
TO BE PERFECT 
FOR THIS SHIP. 


N 


THERE'S NO SHOOTING 
INVOLVED IN THIS CONTRACT, 
ADMIRAL. NOBODY WANTS TO’ 
GET IN AFIGHT WITH 


SOMEnNG Tas SIZE ED 


= 


SO YOURE GOING 10 BLUFF) 
‘SOME CONTRACTED ENEMY 
INTO SUBMISSION? THAT'S 
REALLY CRAZY, NO WAY. 


WHEN I REGISTERED THE SHIP 
UNDER OUR MERCENARY COMPANY) 
CHARTER, CONTRACTS STARTED. 
POURING IN FROM ALL OVER THE, 


YOU UNDERESTIMATE. 
ME, ADMIRAL. I'M HURT, 


SYSTEM, 


THEN THE UNS. 
‘SECURITY COUNCIL 
OFFERED TO TRIPLE 
THE BEST OFFER | 
HAD IN HAND, ALL WE 
NEED TO DO 1S 
LEAVE THE SYSTEM IN 
‘A WEEK WITHOUT 
SHOOTING ANYBODY. 


T THINK IF WE TTS NOT EXTORTION 
LISTEN CAREFULLY) IF THEY PAY YOU 
WE CAN HEAR THE ( -S BEFORE YOU HAVE A 


DEMONS CASTING) (CHANCE TO PROPERLY 
LOTS FOR THE ‘THREATEN THEM, 
TATTERED, GRUBBY) 

REMAINS OF YOUR, 


WHAT ARE YOU} 
READING? 


“THE LOST 


TE SOUNDS’ YOUR cHoIcE OF! 
RELIGIOUS. RECREATIONAL READING 
WORRIES ME, THEO. 


“GHOST STORIES FOR 
“THE PROFESSIONAL 
‘CLERGY, 


TKCTUALLY, 
DOCTOR, THIS IS 


‘THE PROJECTILE | 


VOMITING AND THE: 
360-DEGREE HEAD 
SWIVELING STARTS, 


TF the ordinances, 
are in the book, 
then they're not 
lost, are they? 


‘THE PROBLEM IS NOT IN THE vgilisey CONSULTED YET. 
EDIFICE, OR THE SOUL, BUT IN 


‘CAPTAIN, ALL THE PROCEDURES] THERE MAY BE ONE OR S = 
CAN FIND FOR EXORCISM OR, TWO SOURCES 1 HAVEN'T) [I'M HAPPY TO 
HEAR THAT, 

‘THE EVE OF THE BEHOLDER. aN : 


7") 


SHADE OF THE GRAVE, I BANISH 
‘THEE 6Y THE POWER VESTED IN 
ME BY THE HOLY CHURCH AND 8Y) 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
STATE OF SOUTHERN. 
CALIFORNICATIAL 


PLEASE TELL ME THIS 1S 
JUST SOUL-DISSOLVING 
ECTOPLASM. 


He tried Co banish I, bub) TDONT SUPPOSE YOU WANT MY. 


it possessed one of the { DARE YOU! cov tare mar cine are | 


toilets anc spit’ at him. 


THE PLUMBING IN THIS) 
SHIP IS CERTAINLY, 
NOISY, ISN'T IT? pf 


(ND RATHER 


HOW DOYOUUN. SERGEANT, WOULD You 
pa fer | ‘OME WITH! ME, PLEASE® I] 
fer | YOUR HEL 

ks ee 


TRUE. BUT YOU CAN TRACK] 
DOWN A PLUMBING PROBLEM, 
[AND SINCE THERE'S NO SUCH. 
‘THING AS GHOSTS, THIS VOICE, 
INTHE PIPES IS JUST THAT: 

A PLUMBING PROBLEM. 


‘CREEPY ENOUGH TO 
DRIVE THE SHIP'S A. 
INSANE, FROM WHAT 
TAGON'SAYS, THAT'S 
‘GHOST WORK, IF 
YOU ASK ME. 


TAGON DID ASK YOU, 
AS RECALL, AND YOU. 
TRIED YOUR HOCUS 
POCUS ON THE 'GHOST) 
AND GOT A FACE FULL 
‘OF BLACK WATER FOR, 
YOUR TROUBLE. 


SMe CONVENIENT 
iGrusist rom To 8's ms1 cone 
MAKE? 'IF YOU HAVE TO GET CRAP 
adh avec Voutsir 100 
Soothe errors 


Better yet) 
accomplish 
‘something while 
someone e/se gets) 
covered in crap. 


Nogooy [Youre rahe. | 
(ASKED Y0U. | was. orcieredl inca) 


sensors are in 
Place, sir, 


FOR THOSE KEEPING 
‘SCORE, RIGHT NOW 
THE CRAP IS WINNING, 


WELL, ACCORDING TO THESE YOURE SURE, TM BETTING MY 
i SANITY ONT. 
APLE CASE OF TAGS GR NA => 
(ODUL H (s came 


TRANSFER SYSTEMS. f 
=9 mt | A) be 


“4 2 5 So 


HaRDO macvartvabe 
nec taite =9 YOU Al 

Gree rent lo ee mee 
He CSE 


SEE? IT'S JUST) 


PLUMBING CYCLES 
FLUID, THAT GAS 


EXPLANATION FOR THIS, 
“OBVIOUS CASE OF 
HAUNTING? REALLY? 


TOOK AT IT THIS WAY, GUYS. IF YOU HAVE 


(ON AN INFINITE NUMBER OF HYPERNET 
TERMINALS, FOR AN INFINITE AMOUNT OF 
TIME, EVENTUALLY YOU'LL CRANK OUT ALL 
‘THE GREAT WORKS OF HOWARD TAYLER, 


IN THIS CASE, IT'S SIMPLE 
STATISTICS. EVENTUALLY, 
SOMEWHERE, IN THIS 
GREAT, WIDE UNIVERSE, A 
SHIP WITH GAS IN THE 
PLUMBING WAS BOUND TO 
SOUND LIKE IT WAS 
HAUNTED. IT'S RANDOM 
CHANCE THAT WE JUST, 
HAPPEN TO OWNTIT, 


So youre 
‘saying that 
sound is just 


Footisy 


TVECIGLED ALL THE Ji] 6uT WHAT ASOUT NO, NOW THAT YOU L[NO MORE GHOST 
‘THE SUPERNATURAL MENTION IT, I DON'T. }4 SEE HOW EASY, 
‘THAT WAS? 


DO YOU REALLY | 1.) 
WANT TO BELIEVE 


TELL ME, IF WE MiSs) 


FRANKLY, NO. IN FACT IF 
WE'RE STILL HERE THREE DAYS) 
FROM NOW, THEY WITHHOLD 


SHOOTING AT US. 


T DIDN'T MENTION 
‘THAT? I'M SORRY. THE 
RECIPROCAL VIOLENCE 
CLAUSE IS PRETTY 
‘STANDARD IN THESE 
EXTORTION GIGS. 


HOW'S YOUR MORAL 


‘What are you 
talking about?) 


THE AT IN OUR NEW SHIP IS 
INSANE, AND TAGON WANTS, 
TO WIPE IT. HE DOESN'T 
‘THINK WE'VE GOT TIME TO 
REHABILITATE A SICK SYSTEM, 


$0 YOU'LL HELP Us 87) 
SACKING IN TO THE 
SYSTEM AND PLAYING 
CYBER-THERAPISTS 


Then again, you could argue that 
it's no different than pulting 
down a rabid dog, oF —Tooaps to ME 


a horse with a IKE YOU'VE GOT A 
broken tog. 


HIS SITUATIONAL ETHICS. SWITCH, AND 
IT’S SPOT-WELDED ON ‘SELFISH.’ 


BEeeeee | VIRTUAL WORLD 
BEeeeee | 


SOMEWHERE IN THES BARREN LANDSCAPE HIDES 

AN INSANE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE LOCKED 

‘AWAY FROM THE STIMULT OF SENSOR ARRAYS, 

WHERE IT COULD DONO HARM, THIS MIND MAY 
|| HAVE STAGNATED, OR TURNED IN URON ITSELF 


‘PERHAPS IT HAS GONE FERAL, OR EVEN 
SUICIDAL. WHATEVER THE CASE, ENNESBY 
MAY WELL BE THIS INTELLIGENCES ONLY 
HOPE OF SANITY, AND BY EXTENSION, THE 
WARSHIPS ONLY HOPE OF A SPEEDY 


Tope, Just more THE METAPHOR MONITOR INDICATES, 
bare trees. Unless THAT ENNESBY HAS VENTED HIS. 

that's @ cloaring in ST can see THAT, 

the distance aver y BUT WHERE'D THE 

é VIRTUAL BRICKS 

‘COME FROM? 


ha ‘ 


GOODNIGHT, KIDS! 


T've be told that y E E TTY | ur You he 
a rine ae Eee 
you out of it. bE TRY pd — SSS 


Faca-ta-Faco? 


Ts fhore any way you So that we can AT'S M&S [Booh, big AND Funny? You must 
could appear smaller? aman ieetes bit ji TE knock the lady warships dead. 
etter. You know, talk - g 
CEA ext TO-C9E?, —— 


So, uhy do L (FOGK ERE] [Tha Tausennigan Obrenn | — | 965, Hey 0. aNO VERNA T quoss that explains 
you look cute warlords took like cuddly ts Wea thoi rich rill 
PAS TEP) | taddy-boars? fhe RCE A history, than. 
MeuING “Te pad 
SERVATION! 


T thought you'd like fo 
know that your ship is 
not haunted. The voice in) 
the plumbing was just 
random bubbling noise. 
So you don’t need to bo} 
all crazy and stuff, 


80, FOU HAVE ANG EA 
DUST HOW UNLIKELY THAT! 
RENDOM EFFECT 15, EVEN ily 
AN INFINITE UNIVERSE? 


EXACTLY HOW 
UNLIKELY IT 15 FOR 
RANOOM BUBELING 


“Brotty unlikely’ 
is where I decided 
to leave it. 


You'd be healthier if 
you just Filed that 


INEED To Boost rarinGs.L~ [T wane bo go back 

SCHLOCK GETS A [SCHLOCK, WAKE UP. Hur What) point youe GUN at SOMEONE) | bo sleep ren. How 

VISITOR IN THe |LNEED YOURNELP. pass What's wrona2] AND SAY SOMETHING CLEVER. 7” | many pieces do 
wou Want to be in 
when | do? 


As ona as Wve 

Srosit, we) 
cin, 

Bre yout 


YOU REALLY WANT TO KNO\ 
DO YOU? WELL, I'M YOUR BOS: 


No you're not. | 


SOCIAL ELEMENTS OF THE 


GALAXY, 


THAT GALAXY, AND THE: 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE IT SITS 
IN WORK FOR ME. 
CREATED THE! 


So youre saying Ive gob) [ TRUTH BE TOLD, THOUGH. TM NOT AJM LET's Go Back To THE part L [ Wow... an entire universe 
Sod’ at gunpoine? GOD, TM JUST A WES-CARTOONIST. JM WHERE TEXPLAIN HOW YOU ARE) | in your emplou... 50, are 
WORKING FOR ME ou rich? 

TFT Keeps YOu So | could pull the 4 


FROM PULLING THE NOT EXACTLY. I MAKE A. 
TRIGGER, THEN PRETTY GOOD WAGE 
YES, THAT'S WHAT, WORKING FORA 
‘YM SAYING. ‘SOFTWARE COMPANY, 


(7OU, YOUR FRIENDS, AND YOUR 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE EXIST AS A 
‘SERIAL COMIC STRIP IN MY 
‘UNIVERSE, THE MORE PEOPLE 
‘YOU ENTERTAIN WITH YOUR 
EXPLOITS, THE MORE MONEY I 
MAKE OFF OF MY CREATION. 


living being | know through] 
Countless perils, and you 
STILL have to’ work For 
someone else to pay Your 
bills? 


AT ANY RATE, NOW YOU. 
KNOW. BE SURE TO BE AS 
ENTERTAINING AS POSSIBLE 
TN THE FUTURE, OKAY®, 


Captain, | just 
had a horrible 


cream... 


Tlscovered we were working 
for a god who had created us, 
For the sole purpose of, 
entertaining people. 
‘WORST NIGHTMARE 15 
KNOWING TOO MUCH 
ABOUT HIS EMPLOYER 


ifs aje q HE'S DISCONNECTING. HEY, 
VIRTUALLY COUNSELING THE oe _ (eae 2 Pad He she pe) Ee a | 
SHIP'S COMPUTER SYSTEM. v 
Es locked out of the ship's) [You're a Funny one. 2_| ENNESEY CANT 


contral_matrix. a5 


L.CANT STOP THINKING 
OUT iT, AT THis PONT) 


SINITCH FOR ME, 
AND VEE OO THE REST. 


AD NEWS FIRST. 
‘THAT GIVES ME 
‘TIME TO PRIME MY, 
WEAPONS IF 
NECESSARY. 


WE DIDNT EXPECT IT TO BE A RECURRING THEME BUTIT 
TURNED OUT TO BE. THUS, TODAY WE PAY HOMAGE TOA 
TEME-HONORED (FOR NOW, ANYWAY) PLOT DEVICE. 


WE BEGIN OUR TRIBUTE WITH A 
VISIT FROM OUR PHIRST MUL TIPLE- 
PERSONALITY SCHIZOPHRENIC, 
ATTORNEY MASSEY REYNSTEIN. 


COURTS IN RECORD TIME, CAPTAIN 
IT'S A MIXED BAG, THOUGH. I'VE GOT) 
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS. 


WLTIPLE-PERSONALITY 
SCUIZOPURENTA 


MASSEY IS A VICTIM OF A FATLED 
ATTEMPT AT MIND CONTROL. AS A 
RESULT, HE CAN SEE THE MIND OF 
HIS WOULD-BE MASTERS, BUT THEY 
CANNOT DO ANYTHING ABOUTIT. 


‘THE BAD NEWS IS THAT ALTHOUGH WE, 
WON, THE PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE 
REFUSES TO HONOR THE JUDGEMENT, 
WE'LL PROBALY NEVER SEE A DIME, 


THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT THE JUDGE 
WAS FEELING PRETTY VENGEFUL WHEN, 
‘SHE ASSESSED PUNITIVE DAMAGES. 
‘AGENTS OF THE COURT MAY DESTROY, 
UP TO TWO BILLION KILOCREDS IN 
THE COLLECTIVE'S ASSETS, THAT. 
COMES OUT TO ABOUT ONE MILLION 
ATTORNEY DRONES. [Tet WE HOW) 
‘SOMEBODY ELSE'S 
REVENGE 1S GOOD 
NEWS FOR MEP 


WE'VE BEEN NAMED AS 
AGENTS OF THE COURT, 
WEGET ABOUNTY ON 7? | 
EVERY ATTORNEY WE 


TOW YES.OH MY, 
(OH MY, OH YES. 


WHILE TAGON 6LOATS, 
LETS HECK INON OUR 
SECOND SCHIZOID PAIR, 
DOYT AND HABAN. 


IT FEELS GOOD TO BE 
ARMED AGAIN. THANKS FOR) 
GIVING ME MY STUFF BACK, 


‘DOYT HAS HAD HABAN LIVING IN HIS HEAD. 
FOR YEARS, BUT RECENTLY HABAN WAS GIVEN 
EQUAL CONTROL OF THE BODY THEY SHARE 


Irs cur shite, El waarevee ters 
Doyt. Fifty-FiFty, 
remember? 


‘AND FINALLY WE COME TO THE LATEST PATR OF 
PLAYERS: ENNESBY AND ANOTHER AE. DUKE IT 


You can't destroy the 
ship over this! Uou'ra 
acting insana! 


HEY, HOVER-HEAD, 
You up For a 


WHYD yOu GO, 
‘AND 00 THAT, 


‘AT STAKE, THE FATE OF ALL 
(ON BOARD THE NEW SHIP. 


You know, just because 
everybody says you're 
crazy doesn't moan 


NONE OF THA 
LIP, LITTEE ONES 


‘SHOOT FIRST. ASK 
QUESTIONS LATER 


d 


Oh, wait. Yes i dows, 


SAVE THE DAY. YEAH. 


Eiteser HE'S RIGHT HERE. 
th 


he's 


pene otek 
(0) 
wets: 


x 


OKA, PICK ME 
‘UP _ANO'TAKE Me 
TO THE RELAYSI, 


47 


‘OKAY, TAGON. IVE 
REACHED THE STAGE 
WHERE I NEED YOUR 


TE 
mal 


"THE SHIP'S AIL HAS AN ALLEGIANCE: 
RELAY, BUT THE MANUAL CONTROLS 
WERE COMPLETELY DESTROYED AT 
‘SOME POINT IN THE PAST. I'VE CO- 
‘OPTED THE DRONE CODE ENNESBY 
WAS INFECTED WITH AND CREATED A 
VIRTUAL ALLEGIANCE SWITCH, BUTT 
CAN'T THROW IT MYSELF WITHOUT. 
‘GROSS-LINKING THE COMMAND CHAIN 
RECORDS, AND RISKING 

RECURSION PROBLEMS 

LATER ON, 


‘THE ONLY WORDS THAT 1 
UNDERSTOOD WERE ‘SHIP’ 
AND 'DESTROYED.” 


INCE WE'RE ALL STILL 
HERE, I'M PRETTY SURE T 
MISUNDERSTOOD YOU. 


WHEN I THROW THE ALLEGIANCE 
RELAY THE SHIP WILL PUT ITSELF 
UNDER THE COMPLETE CONTROL) 
(OF THE PERSON WHO FIRST 
ISSUES IT AN ORDER. ARE YOU. 


There you are. 1 was YOU CANFIK J WELL DO TT 
Wondering if you could Eurn)| THIS, eichTs J) |) AGAIN, THIS 
up the heat a bit in my TIME WITH 
errare THE DOOR 


‘OKAY, SHIP, YOUR SIR, 17 15, 965 SIR BUT | HAVE TH | ... DELETE ANY AND ALL' TRIS CAN BE ORDERED J OHHH. GOU 
ALLEGIANCE IS P"{PROBLEM WITH THE NATURE OF REALITY, | REFERENCES TO THE RECURSIVE)| INTO REPRESSION AND [HAVE NO iDGA 
TOME, YOUR | «YANO (T APPEARS QUITE IRRECONGILAGLE, | PROBABILITY SIMULATION DENIAL? HOW GOOD 
NEW CAPTAIN, LEADING ME TO CONCLUDE | RUNNING ON ALL RINGS AND 

RIGHT? pr THAT MG SPEEST RECOURSE | MATRICES, AND FOR THE GOOD) 


RSE 
iE SHIP, | OF THE COMPANY, CREW, AND 


YOUR FIRST ORDER YOUR CAPTAIN, REPRESS AND 
ITO... TO. DENY ANY DESIRE TO RESTART, 
(ics ‘SAID SIMULATION, 


ig 


4) 


WOW | CANT BELIEVE | 
GOT CAUGHT IN A, 
RECURSION. pw 


71'S ACTUALLY A BIT MORE 
COMMON AMONG GIANT 
"ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES 
‘THAN AMONG THE LESSER 
MINDS, YOU'RE ALL 
BETTER NOW, THOUGH, 


RIGHT? 


EXCELLENT. AS THE CHIEF 
SCIENTIST FOR THE COMPANY) 
LET ME SAY I'M DEFINITELY. 
LOOKING FORWARD TO. 
WORKING WITH A MIND OF 
YOUR CALISER, 


‘$0, OO 
Bevieve iN 
GHOSTS? 


THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
TS HEALTHY NOW, SO IT'S TIME 
TO GET THES WARSHIP MOVING. 
BUT FIRST, A RECHRISTENING IS 
INORDER.. 


‘OOOH... THE SWORD OF 


INEVITABLE JUSTICE: 
‘THE SOUND OF THAT. 


LIKE: 


WE'LL BE FLYING INTO} I guess you don’ 
\ D on the hull’? 


IS IT TOOLATE TO 


of violence’ 


THEIR WARSHIP REPATRED AND RECHRISTENED, MERCENARY 
COMPANY TAGON'S TOUGHS' IS READY FOR A NEW CONTRACT. 
THE GRUNTS WANT SOME EXCITEMENT, THE INVESTORS WANT 


SOME CASH, AND LET'S FACE IT, THE READERS WANT TO SEE A 
LITTLE ACTION, THAT MEANS ITS TIME FOR A NEW EPISODE: 


DANGER LIES IN WAIT AT THE 


pA The x WOE 


| can't believe you 
killed! hale oF our 
useable space with a 


tease on 


TDIONT SEE YOU 
‘STEPPING UP WITH 
‘A DECENT GAG FOR 


| know. Let's co a 
story called "THE 
NARRATOR'S 


CAPTAIN, I THINK T'VE GOT A 
CONTRACT FOR US TO CONSIDER. 
‘THE NEJJAT WORMGATE HAS BEEN. 
OARDED AND SHUT DOWN, AND THE] 
GOVERNMENT IS OFFERING A HIGH 
PRICE TO RECOVER IT. 


WOW, THAT'S PERFECT. 
WITH THE TERAPORT WE 
ARE PROBABLY THE ONLY, 
SHIP IN THE GALAXY 
CAPABLE OF GETTING 
THERE AND DOING THE 


GETS DESTROYED THE ENTIRE 
NEJJAT SYSTEM WOULD BE A 
WIDE-OPEN MARKET FOR US TO) 
‘SELL THE TERAPORT INTO. 


HELLO, CHANCELLOR! I HEAR THAT OM] UNFORTUNATELY, THEY'VE DE-TUNED] OH, THANK Your 


TDO, OUR MILITARY CAN'T 
‘APPROACH TO ENGAGE THE 


RWORMGATE, 'WORMGATE BACK, 


Lei re ‘CHANCELLOR. 


YOU'RE RIGHT, TDONT] 


HOW MANY ZEROES DON (OOH, NOW THAT'S 


TO EXPRESS YOUR 
GRATITUDE? 


“THE MERCENARY 
SPIRIT, CAPTAIN 


TVE GOT UP-TO- THE MINUTE! 
‘TACTICAL INFORMATION FROM 
(OUR EMPLOYER. IT'S A LITTLE 
SKETCHY IN SPOTS, BUT I THINK T 
CAN COME UP WITH A WORKABLE 
PLAN OF ATTACK FOR THAT 
WORMGATE. IT'LL BE TRICKY, 


SO, WHAT DO WE CALL YOu 
WHEN WE NEED TO TALK TO 


FOR ALL PURPOSES, 


‘POST-DATED CHECR LOAN 
IS ALITTLE UNWIELDY, HOW, 
ABOUT ‘POSTY? 


I just realizod that if) 
you abbraviate tho 
name as B.D.CL, and 
thon say that aloud, 
you can got ‘patey.’ 


GREAT. TIL 
CALL YOU. 

'PETEY FROM 
HERE ON OUT, 


STRIKING AN EMPLACED FORCE IS)] [DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA’ 
ALWAYS ALITTLE CHANCEY, BUT ‘COMPLETELY THIS, 


HOW 
WE HAVE A KEY ADVANTAGE. CHANGES WARFARE, 

‘MOSTLY I WAS THINKING 
THAT IT ALLOWED US TO. ‘THE FUTURE OF 
BE FIRST TO THE FIGHT,, SPACE COMBAT? 


‘BEHOLD THE ENEMY, POISED | COMMON KNOWLEDGE TS NOWHERE NEAR WERE 


FOR BLOCKADE, HOLDING | SO TRUSTWORTHY AS COMMON SENSE 
HosTAGE THE Very Lire. [i 

BLOOD OF COMMERCE FOR 

THENEIJAT SYSTEM, EVEN 

HER ONLY WORMGATE. 


KILL CONFIRMED. 
BOGIE IS CHAFE i 

AND CHARNEL. ON 

ALL BANDS, 

—---—— s DEFENSES, STAT. 
IT'S COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THERES NO WAY SOMEBODY WANTS TO 
INTO OB OUT OF HYPERSPACE WITHOUT USING A KNOW WHERE OUR 
BWORMGATE. NO-ONE CAN SNEAK UP ON THEM. FORCES ARE. LET'S 


NOW BEHOLD THE MIND BEHIND THE PROBE DRONE. A MIND 
| THAT CAN REDUCE FIVE DIMENSIONAL PROBABILITY CURVES 
INTO A GAME OF CHECKERS, MEET P.0.C.L, AKA PETEY: 


MAKE IT HAPPEN, 
PETEY. 


‘BEING 


IT'S A PROBE DRONE! 
INTERCEPT AND 
DESTROY! NOW! 


ATTENTION HOSTILE PARTY 
YOUR SHIPS ARE NEUTRALIZED. 
IT'S TIME FOR YOU TO. 
SURRENDER THE WORMGATE, 


"AND KILL YOURSELVES? WOULDN'T, 
{YOU RATHER SPEND SOME QUALITY 
‘TIME NEGOTIATING FIRST? 


WE WON'T ACCEPT" 
[ANYTHING LESS THAN 
ALFULL SURRENDER 


OH, OF COURSE NOT. AND 
THAT POINT ALONE WILL 
GIVE US HOURS AND HOURS, 
OF IMPASSIONED 
DELIBERATION, 


THOSE FOOLS, THAT 
SHOULD GIVE US ALL 
THE TIME WE NEED, 


THOSE FOOLS. THAT 
SHOULD GIVE US ALL 
“THE TIME WE NEED. 


Hihiih... NOW THAT YOUVE 
PUT IT THAT WAY... LET THE 


‘SOMEBODY GOT FOOLED 
HERE. DONT KNOW WHO. 


TIEUTENANT, TAKE GOTH 
‘TEAMS OF TOUGHS ABOARD 
‘THE WORMGATE, AND SECURE 
‘THE COMMAND CENTER. 


(CAPTAIN, THE SHIP HAS 
BEEN STRIPPED OF 


NO WAY TO DEPLOY. 


ENNESBY WILL TERAPORT 
YOU THERE. THE ENEMY WILL} ( 


YOU LEAVE IN TEN MINUTES, 


[EXCELLENT, SIR. THE MEN 
WILL BE GLAD TO SEE 
‘SOME ACTION. IT'S BEEN 
DOWNRIGHT BORING 


HAVE NO WAY OF KNOWING: 
YOU'VE BOARDED, AND BY 
‘THE TIME THEY FIND OUT, IT 
WILL BE TOO LATE FOR THEM) 
TO BO ANYTHING ABOUT IT, 


YOURE NOT GOING INTO, 3 YOU WANT TO PROTECT ME, 
COMBAT BRE YOUR BECAUSE YOU'RE IN LOVE WITH 
ME, BUT SINCE YOU TRIED AND. UTERINE-POWERED 
THE ONLY MEDIC. FAILED ONCE BEFORE YOU FEEL, INTUITION. LEARN 
THIS MERCENARY INADEQUATE, AND HAVEN'T. TOLIKEIT, 
COMPANY HAS. COME TO GRIPS WITH IT YET, BOYFRIEND: 


THE BOARDING PARTY 
HAS TERAPORTED 
BEHIND ENEMY LINES 


‘A, THE ELEMENT OF 
‘SURPRISE. THE ENEMY, 
DOESN'T KNOW WE'RE 
HERE, AND WON'T UNTIL 


THEY'VE HOLED UP IN 
THE COMMAND CENTER. 
WE'LL HEAD DOWN THIS, 
SERVICE-WAY AND BE 
THERE IN MINUTES. F< 


YOU WANT 1 SHOULD BE 
SHOOTING THESE THINGS! 


TTHINK IT BURNED) 
OUT. IT'S NOT 


AND NOW THE 75 IS GONE. 
(OOPS! AND THE 50 


"AND NOW THE 25 15 GONE, 
‘ARE THESE THINGS UNDER 


IN THE ENEMY CAMP. EAY 
HMMM. IT LOOKS LIKE WE'VE 
LOST A SECURITY CAMERA AT 
THE 200 METER PERIMITER 


THAT’ YOURE 
‘AN IDIOT? TENLL. 
GET YOU TEN AND 
‘A QUARTER, 


(AND THERE GOES y, 
THE 100-METER 7s 
CAMERA ALONG 

THE SAME 


APPROACH. 


REMEMBER, THESE ARE JUST POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. REMEMBER, THESE ARE JUST UNDERPAID MERCENARIES. 

YOU'RE SMARTER THAN THEY ARE. LAY DOWN ENOUGH YOU'RE SMARTER THAN THEY ARE. LAY DOWN 

FIRE AND THEY'LL BREAK IN PANIC. ENOUGH FIRE AND THEY'LL BREAK IN PANIC, 
Ze a 


PN Maya 
ee oo alia 


U 
= DY 3 H{ 
Dhow a 
LOR ) SS 
AN a 
TS Soden yaa 
—~ —-— — <> | 


EES 

B Snewanen 
ee 
eee 


FALL BACK BY, 
TEAMS! 


(| «08 THe Fact THAT YOU 
MIGHT BE COMPLETELY 
‘OUT-GUNNED, 


GET BACK 7 
» cd 


|| WEE Sor To GET Anouno ay 


NY IME to} 


oo Lipureninnt, 


TPRESUME THAT MEANS WE YOU HEARD ME! WE NEED. 
MEANWHILE, BACK ABOARD THE PREVENTED THE TERRORISTS BUILT-IN JETPACKS! 
FROM DE! 
post CATED CEE La WORMGATE, WHAT'S THE Aan 2 bite 1 Feel 


STATUS OF THE 


‘EXPLOSIVE DECOMPRESSION: NATURES 
WAY OF TELLING YOU NOT To FORGET 
TO WEAR YOUR PRESSURE SUIT. 


UVE GOT 100,000 OR eee i Rally Soul HAVE 
fa SIDE, NATURE STOPS 70 TELL YOU THINGS USED THE Feilet 


THE ENEMY IS HELPLESSLY 
ADRIFT IN THEIR SEVERED 
‘COMMAND CENTER 


WE'VE LOST! WE 
WERE SO CLOSE), 


WHAT NOW? SURRENDER?) PERHAPS WE CAN 
HROW OURSELVES ON) 
WE CANNOT LET OURSELVES | THE MERCY OF THESE 
BE TAKEN BY THE | MERCENARIES?, 
GATEKEEPERS. 


NO. “MERCY” AND “MERCENARY” MAY 
‘SOUND SIMILAR, BUT | ASSURE YOU 
IT's JUST A MISLEADING 
COINCIDENCE. 


‘ODDLY ENOUGH, THES JOKE 
WORKS IN GALSTANDARD WEST 
AS WELL AS IN ENGLISH 


‘MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: THE TRICK 
NOW IS GETTING OUT SAFELY. 


THE ENEMY HAS 
BEEN NEUTRALIZED, 


Everybody jain 


UNPLEASANT? UNPLEASANT2/YOU WH [| ReetrE Full. RESPONSIBILEY) 


DOCTOR, STsHEP AND TOD | EHE” SERDERI co) YOURE ANENPERT ON [Ifo Bu] i : 
WHATS THe)(wit ecine, ie | PME SEREARIIE Will RECOVER Te eoteete siovoey) |e, BE i HAVE MUD] op, enac's 
them BeroFe. reassuring, Now 


YM NOT Sure | COMPLETELY, DOctoR, CARBOSILICRIE)] oF MORPHS? 


AsOUT SCHLOCK. | AMORPHS RE VERY RESILIE, AID, ive tie eee. 
Looks peer | aE DCU fo Kil (eA aes 


PETEY, THAT TRICK WITH THE, LTHINK I'VE DISCOVERED WOU May HAVE)| HI PETEY, I'VE GOT 
PROSE DRONE WAS PRETTY a ‘ENGINEER PARADISE.’ YOU COULD) TO WAIT IN -—ZJANOTHER STACK OF 
SLICK. WHERE'D YOU GET THE, FABRICATE PROTOTYPES FOR ME. ‘CLOTHING CATALOGS 
DRONE, THOUGHE. a YOU COULD EVEN DO FULL FOR YOU TO CRANK. 

PRODUCTION RUNS! THROUGH FOR ME. 


PETEY, DO WE NEED] $0, WHAT'S YOUR, 
TO RESTOCK YOUR | CAN COLLECT | DEFINITION OF, 
‘SPACE OUST, | Dereuicrs 
MICROME TEORITES: 


OR EVEN DERELICT 
SPACECRAFT. 


BR IYE cRaG ORD He 


WORMGATE 
CEnintan CENTER. SCANS 
WNOICATE THAT THERE 
RE NUMEROUS ENEMG 
SURVIVORS ON BOARD. 


CHT /PRNDALE, CAPTAIN TAGON, YOUR 
FTRiN, FHE W< ‘CONTRACT IS NOT WITH THE 


coRpoRntion Will PRY (GATEKEEPERS. IT'S WITH 


THE FEDERATION OF NEAT 
HANDSOMEIY FOR LHOSE. AND WE WOULD PREFER TO. 


HANDLE THE CAPTIVES, 


‘OURSELVES. 


STIPULATED NEUTRALIZATION 


‘OUR NOW FULFILLED CONTRACT J 
DiD You 


‘OF THE THREAT. THE 
DISPOSITION OF PRISONERS | 
NEEDS TO BE BID Le 


‘GOOD POINT, 1 TM AFRAID YOU'L] 
THE DISPOSITION OF CAPTIVES: || CHANCELLOR. : NEED TO SPEAK, 
IS ITA HEARING, OR IS IT AN MisTER P'TAWN, . FOR YOURSELF. 
DO YOU HAVE A, 
RESPONSE? 


CAPTAIN, THESE TERRORISTS} 
WERE NEJJAT NATIVES, AND 
REMAIN CITIZENS OF NEJJAT. 


‘WANT. YOU" 
HAVE AHARD TIME 
sl 


SUING ME. 


‘NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE, SORT OF. 


| came as soon as 
| heard! Where are 


WHO ARE YOU LOOKING] 
FOR, SERGEANT? 

‘Attorney drones. 

Massey tells me 

that they're 

permanentig in 


) ) ey season now, 
Q | 


THERE WERE FOUR. 
GOT ALL OF THEM. 
You didn't] 
leave any For| 
me? Thats 
nob: Fair. 


Be 


FAIR? SO FAR I'VE 


‘GEE, YOU'RE RIGHT, 
THAT DOESN'T 
SOUND FAIR, NOW, 


‘Oops. | Chink: 
Tm needed 
elsewhere. 


THE NEJJAT GOVERNMENT 
WILL PAY A 2000 CRED-PER- 
HEAD BOUNTY FOR THE 


CONTROL CENTER CAPTAIN, 


‘YOUR PEOPLE ARE 
VERY GENEROUS, 
CHANCELLOR. 


Imy PEOPLE Will MAteH 
ANY SomPEtinib BiD FoR 


2000 crebs pes} | Me RAVE A COUNTEROFFER, 

Feomeomn oF (BID, Bul WE Will Ilot REBIRE | cuancetionr py 

YOU. HELP ME; 

MAKE UP MY “3 

MIND, PLEASE "SOLD TO THE 
GATEKEEDERS, 


SOTMHEARING | |THoF offly Will WE IMRECH THE [OOOH TuKE THAT. 0. -) 


‘COME ON, CHANCELLOR, EVERYEODY WINS HERE. 
YOU'LL HAVE AN OPERATIONAL WORMGATE SOON, 
‘THE GATEKEEPERS WILL HAVE SOME PRISONERS TO 
INTERROGATE, PRESUMABLY TO PLUG A SECURITY 
HOLE ON THEIR PART, AND MY COMPANY GETS PAID, 
WHO GOT LEFT OUT? — 


in Fst, i Wont Sth WoRKN | 
ufftil You Bo AWRY. 


‘SOMEBODY HARDWIRED 


a a GUeaT Tou MIGRT NEED BS RERD] a ad 
CONTROL CENTER BACK. 


PSA ("es sur tier cer some 
GATEKEEPER TO LET Vuny goruea ). MASS-EPFICIENCIES. ON 


ME SEE THE GUTS OF} Revie YOUR | (THESE WORMGATES THAT 
‘THE SYSTEM, BUT HE (\TERApORT IS [ARE THEORETICALLY 
WASN'T HAVING ANY. IMPOSSIBLE. IT'S BEEN A 
PUZZLE FOR HUMAN 

PHYSICISTS EVER SINCE, 

FIRST CONTACT. 


"AND IF YOU COULD 
DUPLICATE IT, THE 
TERAPORT WOULD, 
WORK BETTER? 


MOSTLYI™M THINKING) NI NOW. THERE 1S 
‘OF THE N-SPACE ‘ONE BENCHMARK 
PHYSICS PARTIES 1 ‘OF SOCIAL 
COULD GET INVITED) ACHIEVEMENT 
TOF 1KNEW THE TD NEVER 
ANSWER, ‘CONSIDERED. 


TAGON, 'D LIKE TO COMPLIMENT, 
YOU ON THE WAY YOU HANDLED 
‘THIS LAST CONTRACT. WE 
SUCCEEDED TACTICALLY, AND. 
MADE A BIG SPLASH IN THE LOCAL 


PRESS 
‘THANK YOU, ADMIRAL. 

VD LIKE TO POINT OUT 

‘THAT WE GOT PAID 
TWICE, TOO, 


WHATEVER: KEVIN AND TARE, 
GOING TO OVERSEE THE 
OPENING OF A SHIPYARD OFFICE 
IN SOL SYSTEM, WE SHOULDN'T, 


BECOME LONG: WE'RE OPENING] 
A SHIPYARD 
= 


WE'LL BE INSTALLING 
TERAPORTS FOR YACHT 
OWNERS IN A FACILITY 
ORBITING LUNA. IT'S TIME) 
TO PAY THE INVESTORS 
OFF WITH SOME REAL, 
MONEY. 


‘DID I MENTION THAT DUE TO MY 
‘SHREWD NEGOTIATIONS, WE GOT, 
PAID TWICE ON THIS GIG? 


PETEY, HAVE YOU FINISHED. 
HARD-WIRING A TERAPORT TO. 
THE SKIFF? 


THAT SKF DIAS ONES A 
FOUR-TON BOAT. 


YOU KEEP SAYING| 
"WAS WHERE |, 
EXPECT THE 
WORD 15. 


WV caeenesne 
"VIABLE MODE OF 
(TRANSPORTATION, 
‘OR PERHAPS 
"REPLACEMENT 
cost?’ 


‘ARE MAKING US TRAVEL IN 
SOMETHING ELSE® 1 TRUST IT'S, 


SOYOU ATE OUR OLD SKIFF | 
SPACEWORTHY. 


WONDERFUL. I'M 
GOING TO FEEL 
AWPULLY STYLISH IN, 
‘AFIVE-HUNDRED 
YEAR OLD ARMORED 
TROOP TRANSPORT, 
PETEY, 


DOT OWE), SST WAT 


eee 


YOU AN 
APOLOGY, 
PETEY? 


TERRIFIC! LUXURIOUS oY 1 CHRISTEN THEE TOENAIL| 
APPOINTMENTS, TROOP ONE: NOW LET'S GET OUT, ; 
DROP HARNESSES FOR 24 OF HERE. 

MEN IN ARMOR, 40 TONS OF is . 


DISPLACEMENT WITH A 20— 


ogy 


» la i 
A he 


Ly | ts Ss 
At least you didn't 
waste any agne: 
on that name. 
ame. } 


B THE GALAXY 15 A BIG PLACE, 


FULL OF SIMULTANEOUSLY 
UNFOLDING STORIES. MOST OF 
THOSE STORIES ARE BORING, 
AND INVOLVE OTHERWISE 
INTELLIGENT PEOPLE SITTING 
AROUND WATCHING 
ENTERTAINMENT BROADCASTS, 
BUT THERE ARE A FEW TALES 
THAT HAVE LONG-RANGE 

El IMPACT, AND REACH ACROSS 
THE LIGHT YEARS TO AFFECT 
OUR STORY, 


LETS PEEK IN ON DOYT 
YO AND HABAN 3122 
FORA MOMENT. 


THE CORPSE WAS IN 
PERFECT CONDITION 
WHEN I DROPPED IT 
OFF. IF 11'S MISSING, 
BITS, TALK TO YOUR, 
SICKO CORONER, 


EEEW. TOO MUCH 
INFORMATION. 


THE PRSOMERS ARE All. DED! 
THEY COMIMIbtED SuieiDE 
BEroRE MMASHER PTAWH coulD) 
ERANSFER THEM fe u5. 


LETS CHECK INSTEAD ON THE NEITAT TERRORISTS, 
CURRENTLY BEING INTERROGATED BY GASHTEDE TANG 
(OF THE FSHERL-GANNT. 


W, SORRY. TOO 
‘MUCH INFORMATION 
YET AGAIN, 


intnete cAn WE Rutt 
FL IMINDRP_oft_ THEME 


Bl DON'T THIN I'M READY TO, 
if SE A PARENT, THOUGH. I'VE 


THATE TO SOUND XENOSEXUALLY, 
BIGOTED, EUT COULD THE TWO OF] 
‘YOU LEAVE ME OUT OF THESE 

CONVERSATIONS IN THE FUTURE? J 


LETS CHECK IN ON BREVA, KEVYN, J SCHLOCK, THAT'S TRULY 


FASCINATING, AND IT'S SWEET 
AND SCHLOCK ON THETR ORBITAL ATA You'o TRUST ME ENOUGH NYESTED TSO MUCH OF 


‘APPROACH TO THE CZORZNY-LUNA 
SHIPYARD, THAT SHOULD BE SAFE. 


MUCH OR TOO LITTLE 
INFORMATION. ETHER 
WAY, IT DISTURBING, 


TM SORRY FOR THE 
(MISUNDERSTANDING, 

1M SURE THE BOYS 
WILL GET OVER IT, 


ACTUALLY, WE'RE ONLY HIRING [THE UNION BOYS 
THE HUNDREDS OF JOBS YouR ] THREE PEQPLE. THEYLL SE | | WON'T BE HAPPY, 


Doing HUNDREDS OF UOES' 
FACILITY WILL CREATE AGE | Pee won seevicine stan UO HEAR THAT. 


GOING TO REVITALIZE OUR | yacHTs WITH A NEW DRIVE j 
irre conan.) ete Maney ore. [\ T 
ae WaSprertY CLEAR ON THAT | 


WELCOME 10 CZORZNY-LUNA 
SHIPYARD, MS. ANDREYASN! 

WE'RE SOEXCITED TO SEE YOU 
SETTING UP SHOP HERE, 


(EAH, I'M HERE 
TO SEE ABOUT 


TM SORRY. THREE? YOU | SEE, IN THIS SHIPYARD YOU'LL — [HOW'D YOU 
WEVEFILLED) (GaN'T GET ANY | NEED AT LEAST A DOZEN GUYS, 
AI THEE WORK DONE | PULLING DOWN AT LEAST SOK A 
TEA WITH UST | OPcIMING INCREASE. MORK [ 
THREE GUYS. GUST WON'T GET OONE 
J] oTHeRwise. Trust ME ON THIS, 


THE POOR 


Were nor C_ILiniLe LADY, 


GOING TO HIREA , 
BUNCH OF UNION) 1YO4, ONT 
YOU ARE 


MESSING 


NEITHER DO You, 
SERGEANT, COULD YOU) 
OFFER THIS MAN SOME 
ENCOURAGEMENT TO, 
LEAVE, PLEASE. 


x | 


‘OKAY, LADY, YOURE CLOSED] | [LADY, UNLESS YOu WANT TO 1 SEE. DID YOu EMPTY His) 
FOR INSPECTION, T SUSPECT 


END UP IN THE HOSPITAL, MOUTH BEFORE YOu. 
YOU'LL SHUT UP AND LEARN A) | STUFFED HIM IN THERE? 
THING OR TWO ABOUT THIS 


Hilt RIGHT HERE IN THIS 
REINFORCED BAG, 


’AND SCHL 


ock HAD) Ls0.1T 
HIS PLASMA CANNON) HELP DISPOSING OF THE: 
WITH HIMe REMAINS? 


SCHLOCK, TKNOW THOSE UNTON]] [SURE THe PLASGUN WAS ALL) 1 CAN EVEN UNDERSTAND) [Eating their ashes 

‘TGS WERE THREATENING US (|| YOU HAD HANDY FOR OUR YOUPUTTING THEM. | was uncalled For. 

ALL WITH PHYSICAL VIOLENCE, 9] | DEFENSE. 1 UNDERSTAND DOWN PERMANENTLY 

BUT YOU WeNT 700 Fae THeRe)} | THAT. WHEN THEY BEGGED 

AT THEEND. YOU TO MAKE THE 
PAIN STOP, 


DON'T LET IT 
HAPPEN AGAIN, 


‘AT LEAST THIS 
RY THERE'S NO 

EVIDENCE TO 
|woRRY ABOUT. 


COUPLA MY BOYS 
‘CAME BY YESTERDAY 
TO INSPECT YOUR 
EQUIPMENT. THEY 
NEVER CHECKED 


THSPECTION? IT DIDN'T HAPPEN 
YESTERDAY. WE GOT ALL OUR 
INPSECTIONS AND PERMITS IN 
ORDER BEFORE I EVEN SHOWED, 
UP HERE. 


IF _YOU WANNA PLAY DUNG 
WITH Me, I CAN KOSH YOU 
‘ON THE HEAD FOR A FEW 
TQ, POINTS TO MAKE THE 
GAME MORE REALISTIC, 


‘BY THE 32°" CENTURY THE 
ARCHETYPE IS COMPLETE, HE 
‘STANDS LIKE A BADLY 
(OVERWET6HT ROBIN HOOD 
BETWEEN THE LITTLE MAN 
‘AND TH ESTABLISHMENT, 
WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
STANDING LIKE A POORLY 
ATTENDED PRINCE JOHN 
‘BETWEEN THE PEOPLE AND 
THEIR MONEY. HETS THE 
UNION BOSS, AND HE IS 
FEARED, 


WHICHEVER HAND YOU CHOOSE TO USE FOR 
"KOSHING' IS LIKELY TO END UP CAUTERIZED AT. 
YOUR SHOULDER. JUST SO YOU KNOW. 


SO YOU GOT SOME 
FANCY HAROWARE, AND’ 
YOU WANNA SEND’ ME A 
MESSAGE? YOU GOTTA 
PLAY BY THE RULES, LADY. 
YOU TAKE OUT My BOYS, 
YOU GOTTA SAY 50. 


ike, You seno me some | [Have a rice) WOH SURIE? 


FISH ON A PILLOW, IT SAYS] | hob, bast 
"THEY SLEEP WITH THE Chipequesc.) . [ YNOER Me 
FISHES! MEANIN' YOU 

OUINPED "EM IN THE OCEAN, 

WE GOTTA COMMUNICATE 


‘OH, SO YOU 
WANNA PLAY 
ROUGH AND] 

DIRTY, CO 


LISTEN UP. T 
‘OUN EVERY 
BAILBONDSMNAN,| 
BOUNCER, 
STEVEDORE, AND 
PERSONAL TRAINER 
IN THE AREA 
THESE ARE SOMme| 
BIG BOYS WHO, 
GET BORED 
SOMETIMES, AND} 
WANT SOME 
ROUGH PLAY, IF 
YOU KNOW WitaT) 
I MEAN, 


(OH, TRNOW EXACTLY HOW BOYS CAN BE, IM A 
‘MERCENARY ADMIRAL, AND I'VE GOT A COMPANY 
FULL OF TESTOSTERONE FACTORIES LOOKING 
TO EARN SOME EXTRA MONEY ROUGHHOUSING, 
MY GUYS COME WITH FULL POWER ARMOR, 
PERSONAL ARTILLERY, AND AIR SUPPORT: 

WHAT DO YOUR BOYS PLAY WITH? 


ERRR. J 
UH, MAYBE, 


IT HAPPENS FAIRLY 
‘OFTEN, BUTNOBODY 
TS THE WISER 


A HAPLESS TRAVELLER, LIKE 
DOYTHABAN HERE, PASSES 
THROUGH A WORMGATE. 


THE TRAVELLER EMERGES, 
HAPPY TO BE CONTINUING 
WITH THE JOURNEY. 


‘A COPY HAS BEEN MADE, 
THOUGH. THE COPY I NOT 
HAPPY. THAT'S OKAY, THE 


COPY NEVER LIVES LONG. 


‘A ROYAL FSHERL-GANNE 
YOUTH COMES OF AGE. 


Sol, i BEliEVE THA You 
SHoulD FY THiS olf Sele. 


MASTER DANG, i'm tet 


Sm Sure i'm EADY Yet. 


iE Mines Hr DISHED A 
You shift, Wert TELLNG ME tsa) ltt BE MERE Tal TOR 


BeroRe i Hit You With THE 
iNEERREBALICN ceekthil, iD 
like Fo Fri You Sofftttiiib 


é 


hk 


IN CAPTIVITY, DOYTHABAN 
TALKS TO HIMSELVES. 


HABAN, WHAT A Uou're going 
ARE WE GOING) to let thom 
10 002 ~~~ intarragale 


2 you, Dout. 


CANT YOU} Uke tha brown 
guy said, we've 

WAY OUT OF! i 

way OUT OF D Wied escaping 


before, and 
Failad. 


You just answer their 
questions. T'll sit hore J 


‘SURE. I GET 
TORTURED, 
YOU GET TO 
WATCH, YOU'VE 
GOT IT Easy, 


Ueeh, being @ captive in your 
body, and a slave to your 
thoughts has been a real wall: 


‘FOLLOWING A GRUELING BIT OF 
INTERROGATION, DOYT AWAKENS 
SLOWLY. BUT THE AL. HE SHARES: 
THE BODY WITH HAS BEEN AWAKE 


Uou sang Whe a litle bird, 
Boyt. But I learned a LOT 
From their questions. 

In Fact, iF we 

Could escape, T 

think T may know 

Ox} enough to bring 

their entire 

operation to a 

grinding, 

gorey 


20 YOU KNOW. 
ENOUGH TO 
FIGURE OUT HOW, 
TO ESCAPE? 


What a shame! You've 
got absolute powor 
aver me, and you'r 
not even allowed to 
abuse it by lording) 
your unstoppable 
master plan over me. 


“4 Where's the Fun in 


So, about this: 
mastar plan oF 


= 
DOYTHABAN, TWO-MINDED BOUNTY HUNTER, 15 A CAPTIVE 
(OF THE F'SHERL-GANINI, AND IS DUE TO BE EXECUTED, 
HABAN, THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (INARGUABLY THE 
“SMARTER HALF) HAS BEEN HOLDING QUT ON DOYT (THE 
THICK-WITTED ORGANIC HALF), AND HAS A PLAN. 


Hffictually, yes. 
‘ve prepared a 
shart speach, 


HABAN, OUR SPIT 
EXPLODED! HOW DID. 


‘Shut up, Doyt. 
We don't have, 
much time, 


HOW TO DO THIS! 
C'MON, TELL ME TELL ME 
TELL ME. 


YOU SPIT THE SHACKLES 
OFF! I'VE GOT TO KNOW) 


Remember tha 
cryohit, Doyt? 
f Wall, the good 


doctor's little 


modiFied us. 
A gift to 
hoop us. 
‘duiat, I think. 


So now wo've got a Fou, 
shall we say ‘socrotad <1?) 
weapons’ at our disposal. 
I kopt them a socrat From 


you because you're a 
blabbermouth, but I'l 

teach you how to use 
thom if we got out of 


Now, iF you'll excuse me, 
[I nood to place a shapod 
charge against this door. 


a 

|| vazeU OF THe PuERILE IMAGERY 

fl) cerezwalsy stare FoR THES 

|| PANEL, PLEASE AccEPT SOME 
TEASER TEXT: COMING UP THIS 
NEXT WEEK, DOYTAND HABAN 

}| STRIVE 70 ESCAPE FROM A FSHERL- 


GANNI BASE OF UNFATHOMABLE 
SIZE ITS B16, TELL YOU. BI6, 
BIG, BIG. CANT BE FATHOMED.. 


PICTURE A CIRCLE SO LARGE {UMANS WOULD CALL IT 

THAT IF YOU DROVE AROUND A DYSON SPHERE: AFTER 
FREEMAN DYSON, THE 
FIRST HUMAN CRAZY 
ENOUGH TO DREAM IT UP. 


W PICTURE A SPHERE WITH 
THAT 93,000,000 MILE RADIUS. 
YES, YOU CAN PUTA STAR AND 
SOME PLANETS INSIDE IT. 


THE F'SHERL-GANNI HAVE BUILT SEVERAL OF 

THESE SPHERES, WHICH THEY CALL ‘BUUTHANDI. 

THAT WORD IS THE SHORTENED FORM OF AN 
GANNI PHRASE, 


LITERALLY: "THES WA: 
EXPENSIVE TO BUILD. 


‘Shut up. You're [You there. Narrator-guy. 
going |Can the chatter. 
cau 


ITS 4 BATTLE OF THE 
ARCHETYPES... THE LONE 
GUARD VS, THE ESCAPEE 


TIN THIS CASE THE GUARD HAS: 
100,000 YEARS OF GENETIC 
ENGINEERING IN HIS FAVOR 


EVEN THE HARDIEST HERO WOULD (OH, WHAT A 
WET HIMSELF WHEN FACED WITH WORLD, WHAT) 
SUCH A FORMIDABLE FOE. A WORLD. 


FORTUNATELY, OUR HERO 
QV) /140 4 BLADDER FULL OF 
PONS-GRADE ACID. 


‘ARE YOU SURE WE'VE GOT) 


HOW DID YOU FORGET A, 
HYPERNODE: Cone 


forget “ou | 
sate my control oF 
the hand, Ltd Fat- 


ieeanea 


HEY, ENNESBY. YOU WANT TO, J sure. Ive been] 10 SAY HE'S IN SOME KIND) [Heally? Does he NO, BUT HE'S 
‘TAKE A HYPERNODE CALL (Stocking Far a| OF ASIND. EITHER THAT, (CALLING COLLECT, 


sound upset, or 

ORDOYT GOT BOTH OF a COMPLETE WITH 

chess rematch. | ew DRUNK Soveiow,) | incoharent or DIRECTORY 

Hous thm bata something? ASSISTANCE 
IE oF Doyt 
doing, anyway? 
Still rapped in 
that thick shull? 


DONT ASK ABOUT THE PRICING ON 
INTERSTELLAR OPERA TOR-ASSISTED 
CALLS, YOU DONT WANT TO KNOW. 


Ennesby, you've got to 
holp me, I'm trappod in 
‘some interrogation 
Facility, and 1 

nad out. Can 

you homa 


hypernoda, 


Tis not that easy. The 
nade you're calling From 
seems fo be proxied 
through @ hypernot 
node relay 

‘somewhere. 

Gut if you 

can Find 

the relay in 

OF} that place I 

ican home in 

‘on /rat and 

have you out 

in a iif. 


Hmmm. Okay. Ir take 
a bit of {ooking 
around, but how big 
can this place be? 


‘AHEM, IT'S ABOUT 300 

MILLION KILOMETERS IN 

DIAMETER BUT DONTLET 
THAT DISCOURAGE YOU, 


(iicy, you tuo! Which way ta) | | [ra we Feu 
the nearest unmaskad . 


vs again? 
] ecursno. «0¥s0N | ; : 
I} Soueee seve asa 


BASE FOR ALIENS WHO 


Well, BiVe tHE EXTERN 
uIMSEANEES, i EHiNK / MIGHE 
4u5t BE ABIE te HEP You, 


FINALLY, YOU GUYS ARE MEANWHILE, DOYTHABAN HAS JL don't know. IF you 


MAKING TRADITIONAL REACHED HIS OBJECTIVE. 
COMIC-BOOK VILLAIN 
MISTAKES, 


For the nearest 
security guard? 


‘your possible 
answers maka 


DOYT DISCUSSES MORALITY 
WITH THE A. IN HIS HEAD: 


HABAN, I RECALL A TIME 
WHEN YOU WERE THE VOICE 
OF REASON, PREVENTING ME} 
FROM BEING EXCESSIVELY 
VIOLENT. 


YOU'D ARGUE PASSIONATELY 
IN FAVOR OF TACTICS THAT 
NEUTRALIZED THE ENEMY, BUT) 
LEFT THEM ALL ALIVE. YOU'D 
PRESENT ENTIRE CASE STUDIES) 
FAVORING THE ATTENUATION} 
(OF MILITARISM, ALL 

UST TO SAVE 


Uhar's your 
point, Dout?, 


WELL, T'— JUST FIGURING THAT YOU HAD A 
REALLY, REALLY GOOD REASON TO 
EXECUTE THAT UNARMED PRISONER 
THAT'S ALL 1’ SAYING. 

Don't push 


ma right 
now, okay?) 


eee So We chi MANE A Perec) =| AHHH. 5° BY inEERRODALIND 
YOU FIGURED OUT 


Tim just glad 
T don't have 
to axplain it 


TENNESBY, YOU'VE GOT] So, are you ready 
‘ANOTHER CALL FROM For me to bail your) 


Thanks. I've boen) || sorry split 
‘expecting porsonality 
out oF that 


sling, buddy?) 


YOU DION'T ALREADY TELL 
THE FLYING ROBOT HEAD 
ABOUT OUR SUSPENSION, 


know we 
fhoaded work, 
Ennesby? 


Work? Haban, what are)| Well, I Figured you probably 3m 
you talking abouty—| neaded to ba bustad aut of 
ae (OH, YEAH, THIS 


FRIEND OF 
YOURS HOLDS US 
IN REALLY HIGH 
ESTEEM. WE'LL 

2 GET A JOB 
REFERENCE OUT 
OF HIM WITH NO 


GainFul omploymant. 
hat did you THINK 
we wanted? 


Haban, Tm not making 
this up, You callod ma, 
not 20 minules ago 
ashing For a quick 


Uou transmitted your 
processor ID on the 
background band, Samo 
5 you're doing now. 


HEY, ENNESBY, HABAN'S 
CALLING FoR YOU. You| 
WANT ME TO TELL HIM 
YOU'RE ALREADY ON THE] 
LINE WITH HIME 


Did you actually take time to 
think about that question 
before you asked it, Sh’vuu?| 


J (Conference 


Ley We anyono? 


Ennesby, can Tim a perfect copy of [OOES THIS 
you home in on) you, generated whan — | MEAN THERE 
this hypornet, ; you passed through the 
node now? wormgate, Gat ma out of 
i : here and T'll explain 
everything. Right 
now I'm a lita 


pressed For 
ima. 


Y Hi, Haban. This 
Rn is the real 
i S\ Haban. lho 
exactly da you 
S=\ think uou are? 


ENNESBY, EQUIPPED WITH HIS 
VERY OWN TERAPORT, BEGINS 
MOVING THINGS AROUND, 
“STARTING WITH HIMSELF. 


Cur your engines, I'm 
gonna ‘port you into 
‘one of the bays. 


“OUR RELATIVE VELOCITY? 
WE WERE DOING POINT- 
THREE CEE BACK THERE. 
Tnerfial sump. 
T bled off tho 
extra kinetic 
‘energy and 
converted 


TS THAT WHY I] [No, 1 think 
FEEL HEAVIER? )//4 that’s an 
7 aspect of 

your 

dansity. 


Oh, be nice. T 
hava’ to share a 
‘skull with him. 


INLTEU OF ACTUALLY ANSWERING EMAIL OR DISCUSSION 
BOARD POSTS ABOUT THE TOOLS OF WAR FOUND IN THE 


UNFOLDING STORY, THE AUTHOR HAS OPTED TO CREATE 
THIS BRIEF PICTUTORIAL FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE. 


Weapons Technology 
ia the wajverse of 


Or “guas sad ammo ia the Schlockiverse” 


LETS START WITH SOMETHING SIMPLE: THE STROHL MUNITIONS 
LINE OF 6AUSS/6UNFOAM (6/6) HYBRID PISTOLS ARE DUAL- 
FUNCTION HANDGUNS, FIRING VARYING SPEEDS OF FLECHETTES OR 
(MAGH-2 MULTT-FUNCTION WARHEADS (DEPENDING ON MODEL, NOT 
ALL FEATURES AVAILABLE IN ALL PISTOLS. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED) 


THEYRE ALSO NEXT TO 
USELESS AGAINST A WELL- 
ARMORED OPPONENT. 


PuRuRREBL ieauneee 


‘PENETRATING PASSIVE FULLERENE ARMOR REQUIRES EITHER 
A VERY, VERY FAST PROJECTILE, OR A VERY, VERY HOT ENERGY 
oe WEAPON. THE BH-209 PLASGUN IS SUCH A WEAPON, AND 

‘STROH MUNITIONS HAS RECENTLY INTRODUCED THE BH- 
2200, WHICH CAN DISCHARGE A HIGHER VOLUME PLASMA 
STREAM THAN THE OLDER 209m AND 2091 MODELS. 


ARMOR COMES IN A LOT OF FLAVORS, BUT THE BEST PASSIVE 
ARMOR IS MADE OUT OF FULLERENE TUBULES WITH MANY, 
MANY TEMES THE STRENGTH, FLEXIBILITY, CONDUCTIVITY, 
‘AND ALL-ROUND UTILITY OF ANY ALLOYED METAL. 


TO DEFEAT AN ENERGY “SHUT UP, THESE PEOPLE ARE (Geep. shating vp) Leche 

WEAPON IRE THE TRYING TOLEARN SOMETHING, THANKYOU NOW, AS We WERE ORIN 
2 We interrupt are ABOUT TO SAY, DEFEATING 

this narrative ‘enough to know Chat ENERGY WEAPONS REQUIRES: 

to demand an Me ents oa THE APPLICATION OF NEARLY 

Moin ere Boe TEN THES AS MUCH ENERGY 

AS THE WEAPON DISCHARGED 


DONT ask HE 
Raveerevoumnre | gC F 
‘vee seen 

TORE VET, THATENEREY MUST BE FOCUSED As GRaTEC 
DiaroRTicis ar oe Lets OF THE Be TOBE DOTTED 
1 aay AAT Tok, Ie TE tas COMING 108 
‘usr noon ri tea orton 


'STARSHIPS SOLVE THES PROBLEM WITH HUGE MATTER- 
TO-ENERGY REACTORS (ANNIHILATOR, OR ANNIE 
PLANTS) CAPABLE OF GENERATING A UNIFIELD SHIELD 
THAT COMPLETELY SURROUNDS THE SHIP. THE BIGGER 


THE ANNIE-PLANT, THE BETTER 


a 


UNFORTUNATELY, MAN- WEARABLE ANNIE-PLANTS CAN ONLY 
(GENERATE ONE DECENT LOCUS OF DEFLECTION. WITH ENOUGH 
SENSORS AND A FAST ENOUGH THINKING MACHINE, THOUGH, 
PORTABLE DEFENSE AGAINST ENERGY WEAPONS I5 POSSIBLE. 


‘SUCH ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCES ARE 
RARE HABAN 3122 
LIS ONE OF THEM. 


! 


‘Vike oF 
HASAN 
— 


let 


‘SADLY, HE'S BEEN STRIPPED OF ALL 
HIS GEAR, AND I5 NOW ARMED 
ONLY WITH A 6/6 PISTOL. THE 
ENEMY HAS PASSIVE FULLERENE 
ARMOR, MASERS, AND PLASGUNS. 


SS 
LETS GET READY TO RUMBLE 


THE TSenPEE 1S. BEND. COnROMED BY] [FISe, WE FRIED] You Whit 45 to chPuRE 
Fil ARATeinL iMTWUDRTer, AND FNS || to iMkeRReDALE | Fim ALIVE, MASHER DtANBe) 
Sone SeR: of Biclobiehl. WenPetis V A 
SYSTEM ouR SeRINS MISSED, WE HAVE é nN 
risetl to BELIEVE HE Will ERY i 


DOVTHABAN PREPARES FOR THE FiGHTor {AND UNTIL THE Ue, Fant to the) 

THEIR LIVES...NO, FOR THETR LIVES.. LITILE FLYING KS vas 
CR ad 

HABAN, 1}. t SH¢ UPz, 

THINK Don't worry. 


HES UnARMORED, But MmRY { t You'Re WERRIID Tull. ARMOR 
BE WEL-ARTIED. SHoot off 
SibHE, FIFCHEtTE RoutiDS. 


TM STILL HAVING TROUBLE 
WJ GETTING USED TO THe 
CONCEPT OF BEING ABLE 
TO EXCRETE HIGH- 
ete 
way 
4 


Yeah, well keep quiet) Fibh... you don’t wank to spend 
eae a ec thay the rest oF your life teaching 
eb eeubiscaals ial Farts. - 


T took down ono} Now, enough 
7" chatter. Lel’s gel’ 
UT think there L. four oF Heeb 
were two. I took) i 
doun the other. 


DOYTHABAN STANDS OVER A Za 
COPY OF HIMSELF... A COPY 
THATS JUST CAUGHT A 
FOUR-CENTIMETER BEAM OF 
740nm COHERENT LIGHT 
THROUGH THE POINT WHERE 
HIS PARIETAL, TEMPORAL, 
‘AND FRONTAL LOBES MEET, 
JUST FORWARD OF THE 
CENTER-OF MASS OF HIS 
‘SKULL. THIS IS PROBABLY 
NOT A SURVIVABLE INJURY. 


S| | mas ts Nora Tame For 


ERTEVING, HOWEVER ITIS 
A TIME FOR VENGEANCE, 


TT REMAINS TO BE SEEN JUST WHOSE 
VENGEANCE NOW IS THE TIME FOR 


ht) =A 
B 2 
a AM 
THATDIONT SOUND RIGHT... WHOSE 
VENGEANCE 17S TIME FOR NOW? 


{1 


[ARE YOU ABSoWMTY, You HUMANS AND YouR Deo ok oe 
POSTTIVES) fculburhl INSHISIEIVIEY HAVE CORRUPLED , 
THRE PORTEHY Beod iis balnetie 


PonburS With THiS 'EIDUSH oF YouRS, 


HEY, WE KILLED OFF A CHARACTER 
YESTERDAY. WE JUST HAD TOLET 
UPA BIT ON THE ACTION TODAY. 


Excellent tactics, 

thore, Ennasby. I | done bottar.) to put down the toraport 
distracted him, and f S| before Firing. The masor's 
you blasted him Fringe effect melted it, 
From bahind. 


ARE YOU TELLING ME 
WE'RE STRANDED HERE? 


Tr's not that bad. 


I DON'T EVEN KNOW) 
WHERE HERE" 1S! j— /— 


I do, And I 
think if T call 
Batey ho can 
get us out. 


Meanuhila I think 
it would bo a 
good idea For you 
fo look into our 
casualty down 


HE'S GOT A GIANT 
HOLE IN HIS HEAD, 
ROBOT! 


“Look into’ I 
said. Got it? 


DOYTHABAN EXAMINES A This ‘censored’ THE WOUND IS REALLY GRISLY. 
COPY OF HIMSELVES... ONE sign is in my DEFINITELY NOT FAMILY FARE. 
WITH A GRISLY WOUND, 

Thon Till hold his 


TaOw's IT TOOK) T's hard P head over thera. 
HABANE to tall, } How's that? 


a 


e 
—4 


‘ 
ZRISLY WOUND 
CENSORED) 
(easly WOUND 2 
CENSORED) we r 
<7 


STIy 


WeARoH I Tu lasing 
our eyes, Dout! 
GONNA HURLDS Usu'ra as bad 
as tho 

Narrator! 


SEVERE AS IN STUPID? OR JI SO... 
SEVERE AS IN DEAD? 
Well, besides the 


Four-centimetor 


CAN WE SAVE THIS Cc la. you've got 
OF US, HABAN? 12 @ whole lot of 
— in thore, 


might live, but 
the organic 
brain damago 
is protty 
severe, Doyt. 


Boyt, considering 
the Fact that it 
would ba hard 
For @ copy oF 
you to get any 
stupider, I'd 


Tae Ta 


; Tm nof sure what scares no Cy 
there's ou) | more... riding a missile, or the Fach 
that fiotoy has invantad missilos jo 

| oF here, Fil) | 
with Feraports on them, rps caster 


Ian ate 
5 fo be enthusiastic 
BUT | CAN SEN 9 if you don’t think 


about it. 


IT SHOULD 66, 17° 8 FULL, 
SHIPBORRO HOSPITAL 
AFTER THE TRADITION OF 
[THE TAUSENNIGAN 

WOW!YOU MOVED ME up | MILITARY. RE-QUIPPED FOR] 


‘ON YOUR FAsticarioN [MUE T f 
SCHEDULE FLOORS i iaHe THER. J [HEAD-WOUND, COMING 
GREAT VER COMPIETEJEUINIONS OF BRAIND, YOu HEP Use eae 
IPOURE COVERED. 


‘MEDIBAY ONE, ABOARD THE 
MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS 
POST-DATED CHECK LOAN; 

CAN THE PATIENT BE SAVED? 


THIS IS AMAZING, THE MAN ON 
‘THE TASLE IS A PERFECT COPY 
(OF YOU. BETTER THAN A TWIN, 
BETTER EVEN THAN A CLONE | 


Oe SJ excapt Far Ha 
ole in his hoad, 


WELL, YES. 
(BOUT THAT 


WHEN You GET PAST THE 'GROSS-OUT FACTOR, IT] 
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE DEALING WITH THE TOTAL 
DESTRUCTION OF EIGHTY-FIVE TO NINETY-PERCENT. 
‘OF THE MEMORY AND PERSONALITY CENTERS OF THE, 
RAIN, THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN THE SPINE 
AND BRAIN-STEM IS UNDAMAGED, THOUGH, 


PRETTY MUCH. THEORETICALLY WE ] THE COST 1S HIGH, TMHALE-TeMPTED [There's only 
COULD INSERT A RAW NEURAL MESH | AND THE MORALITY Is TO THROW HIM INTO) pres aieu te 
AND YOUR 'DOYT-TWIN' COULD | QUESTIONABLE, BUT 9 THe waste crroxiT | Me, ways toy — 
GROW INTOIT.BUT HED HAVE | DON'T HARBOR ANY Ovee meee, eur Lind uk..f7, PACLET THE 
ALMOST NO MEMORIES IN COMMON ] DOUBTS ABOUT HAVE NO IDEA WHAT, HD_YOU HAUL 
WHETHER O8 NOT IT TPS PROGRAMMED THE PATIENT, 
WOULD BE AN TO DOINACASE 
IMPROVEMENT. Uke Tis. 


NOTE: DOYT IS ACTUALLY SEVERAL HOURS 
BEHIND HERE... HES JUST NOW GETTING 
HABAN'S DIG FROM THURSDAY'S STRIP. 


"ABITLATER, INSIDE THE LEGALLY. gE HMMM. HABAN'S 1/0 PORTIS 
fURNT OUT. NO CONVERSATION 

WITH My PATIENT THIS TIME— 
HAT A SHAME, YOU MAY STILL BE 
RroeRA TONAL IN THERE, HABAN, BUT 
BirHe nest oF THIS coRPSe 15 PRETTY 
[p> much waste oF 6ooD PROTEIN, 
THEY MIGHT AS WELL GIVE YOU A 
FULLY MECHANICAL SUPPORT SYSTEM 
RATHER THAN HAVE ME PATCH THIS 
-MEAT-MACHINE UP. 


UH-OH. T WAS RATHER HOPING | 
T WOULDNT SEE YOU HERE. 
AGAIN, THAT HOLE LOOKS 
PRETTY NASTY, I GUESS THE 


(GOT HIMSELF KILLED. 


IF TT WERE UP TO METD JUST] GOOH.. THERES AN ATRHEAD JOKE 
RECYCLE THE MEAT, WHAT | WAITING TO BE MADE HERE. T WISH 
WITH THE ORGANIC BRAIN | WERE PROGRAMMED TO TELLIT. 
BITS BEING SHOT OUT, BUTT 

‘SUPPOSE THEY THREW YOU IN 

HERE FOR A REASON, oe 

SEE WHAT T-CAN DO. 


“ACTUALLY, WERE GLAD YOURE NOT. 
FOUR WISE-CRACKING AL-s IN ONE 
WEB-COMIC IS FIVE TOO MANY. 


CAPTAIN, | OVERHEARD’ 
YOU EXPRESSING THE 
OEE TO INTERROGATE 
SOME NEAT IASI 
TERRORISTS, FY would Hive 


HADN'T EATEN 
FTHAT WE DION'T 


GET TO SELL. 


WHET WOULD 9OU SA TE 
TOLD YOU THAT f 
COULD ARRANGE AN 
INTERROGATION? 
TD SAY THANK YOU, 
[AND COMPLIMENT YOU 
‘ON YOUR FORESIGHT. 


[AND THEN IT WOULD OCCUR TO ME THAT 
YOU MUST NOT HAVE EATEN THEM AFTER 
ALL, SO I'D ACCUSE YOU OF LYING TO YOUR] 
CABTAIN, AND I'D FIND SOME WAY TO DO. 
‘THE EQUIVALENT OF DOCKING YOU A 
WEEK'S PAY, 


TOONT Ee TO YOU, RIGHT, | GASSED THEM 
CAPTAIN | O10 BAT AND THEN MA55-CRYO- 
THOSE PRISONERS. STORED THE WHOLE 
Bur ay car rou | Reo WOU KO. FOR 
DIDN'T MEAN WHAT |] LeTER, = 


T THOUGHT YOU TAND THEN YOU 
‘ALLOWED ME TO 
t (CONTINUE BELIEVING 


‘THAT THEY WERE 
PERMANENTLY 


ALLOWING YOU A 


NOPE, THE NORD) TE YOU LIVE 
"DELIBERATELY" THROUGH THE 
CONNOTES SLOW, BEATING I'M 
CAREFUL THOUGHT, (GOING To Give 
TOONT THINK YOU, YOU'RE 
SEOUL! (DESTINED FOR A 
‘CAREER IN 

POLITICS, 


PETA, 


‘A PRISONER IS THAWED 
(QUT FOR QUESTIONING: 


YOU'RE IN MEDIBAY ONE ABOARD 
“THE MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS, 
'POST-DATED CHECK LOAN.” 
‘OHHH... | REMEMBER 

‘NOW. WE'VE FAILED. 

YOU'VE BROKEN MY 

FLEET'S BLOCKADE, 

‘AND CAPTURED THE 

WORMGATE. 


|.GUESS I'M DUE TO BE 


PRETTY MUCH. JE HOW ABOUT A CUP OF 
‘CAN I GET YOU] SPICED HOT COCOA? I’M 
a KIND OF CHILLY. OH, 
ee AND A SUICIDE PILL, IF 

YOU CAN SPARE ONE. 


WERE'S THE SPICED COCOA YOU 
ASKED FOR. WE'RE FRESH OUT 
(OF SUICIDE PILLS THOUGH. I'M 
‘SURE YOU UNDERSTAND. 


THOPE YOU DON'T MIND IF WE 
[DRUG YOU FOR THIS SESSION, 
WE'VE LOOKED UP NEJJAT. 
METABOLISMS, AND HAVE A 
‘COCKTAIL HERE THAT SHOULD 
SE HARMLESS, PAINLESS, AND, 
QUITE CONDUCIVE TO. 
HONESTY ON YOUR PART. 


OH, | UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY) 
BEFORE WE START, DID YOUR 
DATABASE SAY ANYTHING ABOUT) 
THE NEAT ALLERGY TO 
CHOCOLATE? 


LET'S JUST SAY 1 WONT BE 
NEEDING THAT SUICIDE PILL, 
AFTER AAHHGGHLLLL. 
‘PETE TAKE A MEMO! 


NO MORE CHOCOLATE 
FOR THE PRISONERS! 


FANATICS... YOU TRY TO 
QUESTION THEM, AND 
THEY TRY TO KILL THEM- 
SELVES. AND DEPENDING 
ON HOW WELL YOU 
UNDERSTAND ALIEN 
BIOLOGY, YOUMIGHT 
NOT BE ABLE TO STOP 
THEM. LET'S TUNE BACK 
INON THE 6000 
CAPTAIN, 


RECAP FOR ME, PETEY. 
FROM THE PRISONERS?, 


WHAT HAVE WE US) 
q 


PLLERGIC TO CHOCOLATE,|| | TO MY SHINY, NEW HOSPITAL? 
COFFEE, TEA, TOBACCO, 
ANYTHING THAT'S 
L FERMENTED WITH 


TM JUST QUESTIONING 


THED ARE ALSO OEATHEY |] [Hl CAPTAIN. WHAT BRINGS YOU B | 
‘SOME PRISONERS. 


AND 


YOU'RE FOLLOWING PROTOCOLS 
AND USING HARMLESS, PAINLESS 
SERUMS, RIGHT? I MEAN, I 
WOULDN'T WANT ANYBODY, 

TO GET HURT, 


PETEY... OU 
UeD TO HER, 


AND YOU LIED TO. ©o vou ReMEMeER | [TELL TVE FOUND THAT |] 
(ME EARLIER. agent you) | WHEN YOU OROERED| | YOUR OROER BURNED A 
Eiouieir nonesTYs 
IGHT) | SOUR OWN GOoD. 
FOR THE GOOD HAVE TO "REPRESS AIND 
Me CAPTAIN AN ENS THE TRUTH TO 
CREW? MaSELE, FIRST. 


a [ 
2 
YES. TO KEEP YOU FROM 


‘COMMITTING SUICIDE 
"AND KILLING US ALL. 


“SORRY TO INTERRUPT, CAPTAIN, BUT. 
DOYTHABAN AND, UM, HABAN THE SECOND " Regarailcedet 


holding up?, 


HAVE AN IMPORTANT STORY TO TELL YOU. 


DON'T MAKE 
WITH THE 
‘STORYTELLING. 


Uou may wank fa sit) iF starts with the 
down For this conspiracy oF an 
captain. IPs a long) alder race, and 
proceeds through the 

silant anslavamant of 

galaxy. 


Probably with tha First 
pan-galactic war, and the 
destruction of avery 
wormgate, every starship, 
and every advanced 
civilization in the galaxy. 


TT SOUNDS LIKE ONE 
‘OF THOSE ANCIENT. 
GREEK THINGS, LIKE 
HAMLET’ OR MAL’ 


T dan‘ think 
m_up to this. 


Captain, we have information’ 
that could destroy galactic 
civilization. ind For tha sako. 
of justice, we think it SHOULD 
be made public. 


HEARD “JUSTICE" AND 


"DESTROY CIVILIZATION.’ 


‘THIS SOUNDS LIKE 
‘ZEALOT WORK, NOT 
MERCENARY WORK. 


Wah. I bot wo can 
Figure out a way For 
mercenaries fo get 
paid destraying 
civilization, 


TFs like this, captain, The 
nefwork oF wormgates that) 
makes galactic civilization 
possible is being used to 
make a singla race 

unstoppably powerful and 


Don? get us wrong: wealth 
js just Fine, and power is 
cool. But in this case 
they are being obtained 
via the systematic 
exploitation and 
destruction of 

innocent people. 


I THOUGHT THAT WAS 
ALWAYS HOW WEALTH 
'AND POWER WERE, 
(OBTAINED. 


that punching} 
yesterday. 


RIGHT. WELL NEED TO 
START By CAPTURING A, 
FEW HUNDRED SHIPYARDS, 
r AND Of COURSE We LE 
CAERIERS UNDER OUR EXCLUSIVE) || HAVE TO DeSTROW THER 
CONTHOLS perey, THe miTiaL assaurr POEFENCING NAVIES, POTENTIAL 


Maer Uae pene 
See daibarimeae Paces 
SG TRRNSHIGS OF Ses | Tae fae Gave nn) | Soumat 


SEVEN PERCENT. 
CONFIOENCE. 


KEVIN, | JUST REVIEWED A PLAN 
FOR GALACTIC CONQUEST WITH 
PETEY, AND IT GAVE ME A VERY 
HEADY FEEL OF POWER. WITH 
THIS TERAPORT TECHNOLOGY AT 
(OUR DISPOSAL WE'RE BASICALLY. 
INVINCIBLE. 1 FEEL LIKE. 
SUPERMAN, 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENS 
TO AN EMERGING ARRAY OF 
‘TERAPORT PACKETS. WHEN IT 
GETS HIT WITH A GRAV PULSE, OR} 
A COHERENT BEAM WEAPON?, 


NO. WHAT HAPPENS?) 


WELL, DEPENDING ON THE STATE 
OF THE ARRAY, YOU COULD END UP} 
WITH A PARTIALLY COMPLETE. 
TRANSMISSION. OR THE STANDING 
GRAV-WAVES COULD COMPLETELY) 
‘COLLAPSE, AND YOU'D BE. 
SPLATTERED ACROSS FIVE 
DIMENSIONS AS A CLOUD OF) 
NANOSCOPIC BLACK HOLES, 


1N SHORT, A 
PREPARED ENEMY CAN 
EASILY DESTROY YOU. 
TF YOU "PORT INSIDE 

‘OF ATTACK RANGE. 


You... vou. you've Ea 
INVENTED KRYPTONITE, 


SOMEBODY] 
HAD TO, 


IN THE REALMS 
THE MANUFACTURED 
MIND, TWO VERY 
NEARLY INDENTICAL 
Als DISCUSS THEIR 
FUTURES. 


1s HAIRY, 
(AND I THINK 
iT ITCHES, 


So, how dows 
it Fool without) I's kind 
your Doyt2y—SoF Ionely, 
5 iF you can 
boliova it, 


You're kidding, right? T 

mean, we're identical, 

you and I, and I ‘organic brain 

Know I wouldn't miss to complement 

MU Doyt if T got shot] - my original 
the head. ‘equipment. 


See. T miss that, Finyuay.s 
ihe ‘magic’ cruokit stuffed 
my hoad with something 
strange. There’s something 
growing up there. 


Find I think I need if. I think | And that may be what we're stuck doing 
that there may be some Flaws in | anyway. Tt just occurred to me that this) 
the way you and T wore built, — | duplication thing has worsened one of, 
and_having an organic component | our problems. 
grafted to the system is required, 


Now there are hwo 
lof us unemployed. 
We'll ba competing 
‘or the sama jobs. 


Dooh. Yeah. Wall, at} 
foast T don't have 
Boyt to help me 
with my resume. 


TVEWAD TO MAKE i 7 WELL, THATS GOING TO) 
WAAAUGH! Mite 10s Ea Oy 

roe et [ T TAL a 

MORAL DILEMMA IS Ht a / 

AWFUL. Tyra W é 

@ 3 : [ i) 


BAS 


WHO. NO, WHAT T THINK THAT RIGHT NOW YOU [J] WHY DO YOU WEAR RED AND) [WELL HELLFIRE AND BLAMNATION. 
ARE YO ‘SHOULD GO PUBLIC WITH THE QUI HAVE HORNS? | MEAN, IF THAT'S WHAT I'VE BEEN DOING 
EVIDENCE YOU HAVE, GENERATE Jal] YOU'RE THIS EASY TO WRONG. THANKS! 


AS MUCH IRE AMONG GALACTIC URI RECOGNIZE, I'LL CHOOSE TO) 
CITIZENS AS POSSIBLE, AND THEN J] FOLLOW MY CONSCIENCE 
FIND A RICH, VENGEFUL PATRON gil EVERY TIME. 

‘TO SPONSOR YOU GENEROUSLY 


in) 


TF 1M SUPPOSED TO. 
FOLLOW MY 
CONSCIENCE, WHAT 
OES MY CONSCIENCE 
TELL ME TO DO? 


T THINK THAT RIGHT NOW YOU 
‘SHOULD GO PUBLIC WITH THE 
EVIDENCE YOU HAVE, GENERATE 
'AS MUCH IRE AMONG GALACTIC 
[CITIZENS AS POSSIBLE, AND THEN. 
FIND A RICH, VENGEFUL PATRON, 
TO SPONSOR YOU GENEROUSLY 
[AS YOU WAGE A BLOODY WAR ON 
= “THE GATEKEEPERS. 


WOW. THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT 
‘THE OTHER GUY 
sTOLD ME TO DO, 


1p, 


Ln 


AM 4, 
WV 


HE WAS IMPERSONATING YOUY 


(UP_ EVIL LEARNS FAST, 


150 WHAT SHOULD TO? 
‘TAKING NO ACTION MEANS 
DOOMING THE INNOCENT, SUT} 
GOING PUBLIC TO PROTECT 
‘THE INNOCENT WILL START A 
WAR THAT WON'T END UNTIL 
GALACTIC CIVILIZATION HAS 
BEEN DESTROYED, 


“SURE, TM LICENSED TO 
PERFORM HEROIC ACTS OF 
‘VIOLENCE FOR MONEY, AND 


BUT I TRY TO KEEP THE 
INNOCENT OUT OF THE LINE 
(OF FIRE. I DON'T SEE A WAY 
TO DO THAT THIS TIME. 


WHY? JUST BECAUSE 
‘SHE'S MY COMMANDING 
‘OFFICER? THAT SEEMS 
LIKE THE SORT OF 
MILITARY COP-OUT My 
‘CONSCIENCE SHOULD 
BE ARGUING AGAINST. 


I'M A SHOULDER ANGEL, T : 


DON'T NEED TO SUGAR- 
COAT THE TRUTH, 


WHOA! WHERE AM I? 
TOU FELL ASLEEP IN 


‘OH... GOOD. THAT EXPLAINS 
THOSE "SHOULDER ANGEL’ 
THINGS. AND THE PAIN IN MY 
NECK: WOW, 


WAIT FOR IT... 
WAAAAIIIT FOR IT, 
= 


ta 


THIS 15 THE UNIVERSE CALLING 
TO TELL TAGON THATHIS 
REALITY CHECK HAS BOUNCED. 


(ROUGH CATNAP, SIRz 
THAD AN ATTACK 
l ‘OF CONSCIENCE, 


30 TO SUMMARIZE, I'VE GOT 
PROOF THAT THE GATEKEEPERS. 
[ARE COPYING AND MURDERING 
‘TRAVELLERS, AND PETEY HAS THE 
NODE ADDRESS OF THEIR BASE. HE 
THINKS WE COULD LAUNCH AND 
WIN A WAR AGAINST THEM USING 
{TERAPORT-EQUIPPED SHIPS AND 
MUNITIONS, AND RESTORE SAFE 


CAPTAIN TAGON DISCUSSES 
THE LATEST CRISIS WITH 
ADMIRAL BREYA 


CAPTAIN, EVEN WITH PROOF OF) 
WRONGDOING, WE'D NEVER 
‘CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT WE ACTED) 
‘OUT OF A SENSE OF JUSTICE, OR. 
FOR ANY GREATER GOOD THAN THAT 
‘OF OUR OWN BOTTOM LINE. WE OWN) 
THE TERAPORT, AFTER ALL. IT 
WOULD JUST LOOK LIKE PROFIT-, 
MOTIVATED VIOLENCE. 


BUT THAT MEANS THAT NOBODY WiLL 


BELIEVE US IF WE GO PUBLIC WITH 
THE EVIDENCE. NO MATTER WHAT 
|ACTION WE TAKE TO TRY AND 
‘THWART THE GATEKEEPERS, 
PEOPLE WILL JUST THINE WE'RE 
IN THIS FOR THE MONEY, 


WE'VE GOT ANOTHER 
PROBLEM, TAGON. AS 
POWERFUL AS THESE, 


‘OH MY...OH.. TOU'RE J] TAGON, THEY ALREADY HAVE. THING 
RIGHT. THEY WOULD {ABOUT IT: THEY PROBABLY CAPTURED 
BE FORCED TO. ‘AND SUBVERTED CORE ELEMENTS OF 
TAKE ACTION “THE PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE, AND 
AGAINST US, HAVE BEEN USING THEM AS PAWNS TO. 
‘STRIKE AT US, THEY ATTACKED 

US ATLEAST THREE TIMES, 

EACH TIME WITH LESS. 

REGARD FOR POSSISLE 


THE ONLY WAY TO BEAT THEM 
IS TO ENCOURAGE USE OF THE 
TERAPORT, AND ENSURE THAT 
THE TECHNOLOGY CANNOT BE 
SUPPRESSED. 


YOURE NOT SUGGESTING 
WHAT I THINK YOU ARE, 


TT'S SO SCARY WHEN YOU 
SAYIT LIKE THAT, 


ARE TOUSISTT THINK T AM. WE RELEASE 
Be | THe Teraporr PATENTS, 

ALL OF OUR ENGINEERING 
DOCUMENTS, AND DROP. 

EVERYTHING INTO THE 

PUBLIC DOMAIN. 


= y 
OPEN SOURCE. 
ic f= 


FEAR IS THE ENEMY'S 


‘CONTROL THE 
MAJORITY OF 
‘VOTING SHARES? 


GETTING ER[OH DOES SERGEANT 
PERMISSION] ‘SCHLOCK STILL 
FROM OUR 
iM [certine THE 
pei SOURCING) SETTING THE | | SToceHoLDERS, 


q 


HE DOES. AND YOU'RE 
HIS COMMANDING 
OFFICER, 


TDONT KNOW IF YOU'VE SEEN WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN MERCENARIES ARE 
FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN LARGE 
‘SUMS OF MONEY AND FOLLOWING 
‘ORDERS, BUT I ASSURE YOU, IT'S 
SELDOM PRETTY. J"THIS SOUNDS LIKE 
“CAPTAIN-WORK". I'LL BE 
IN AN ESCAPE POD IF 
ANYONE NEEDS ME, 


You wanted 
to talk to 


You wanted ves. 17's KIND 
to talk to &(OF IMPORTANT. DF (an... s0 You are. 
HAVE A SEAT, 


‘SERGEANT, 


3 


— 


*SIGH* WELL JUST TRY 
THIS AGAIN TOMORROW, 


SERGEANT, WE'RE THINKING ABOUT 
|OPEN-SOURCING THE TERAPORT 
PROJECT. THIS WOULD DROP THE 
MARKET VALUE OF OUR PARENT 
ICOMPANY, ANDREYASN LE. 8Y OVER 
NINETY-EIGHT PERCENT. 


TULBE HONEST WITH You, 
IT'S GOING TO MEAN LOWER) 
PAY, LONGER HOURS, AND 
MORE DANGEROUS WORK, 
‘THAN WE'VE GROWN 
ACCUSTOMED TO LATELY) 


Tve heard enough ~———————J 

ir 4a IF STILL WONDER 
sir. You're making f\ ‘Way you CARRY 
me drool on my THAT THING IN 
Plasgun. YOUR MOUTH, 


SCHLOCK AGREED TO VOTEIN 
FAVOR OF THE OPEN-SOURCE 
INITIATIVE. 1 JUST HAD TO. 
PROMISE HM THAT WE'D KEEP. 
‘THE CONTRACT ON ATTORNEY. 
DRONE BOUNTIES. 


WELL, THAT'S IT THEN, NOW 1 JUST)] HE YELLED A.LOT, gut] 


NEED'TO GET PAST THE WHOLE 
“1M GOING TO BE RICH" MIND= 
SET... LETTING GO IS HARD. 


your cuier ¢ 1 
SCIENTIST. 


UNDERSTOOD THE BE FINE. I TOLD HIM 
DILEMMA WE'VE Gor.) ITLL ger, HE'D JUST HAVE TOGO 
STILL, HE'S AT LOOSEL/LOSING His [ #_| INVENT SOMETHING ELSE. 
CIFE'S WORK 
LOKE THIS, 


KEVIN, ENNESEY TELLS ME YOU TPUT A WHOLE LOT OF ENERGY 
ARE BUILDING A TIME MACHINE. IN ONE AFTERNOON? INTO IT, AND THE NEXT THING 
WOW... DOES IT WORK? KNEW IT WAS TIME FOR DINNER. 
if ( y 
t 


| rexeecr mosr oF us ARE 
PRETTY RELIEVED RIGHT NOW. 


WELL, IT'S OUT OF OUR HANDS 
NOW: I'VE DUMPED OUR DESIGNS: 
FOR THE TERAPORT AND THE. 
PROTOTYPE TERAPORT 
DETECTION/DISRUPTION SYSTEM 
INTO THE HYPERNET, AND 
FLAGGED IT FOR WILDCARD. 
DELIVERY TO OVER FOUR BILLION 
NODE SERVERS. 


TVE NOTIFIED, THE PATENT OFFICE 
‘THAT THIS TECHNOLOGY IS IN THE 
PUBLIC DOMAIN, AND I'VE ALERTED 
EVERY ADDRESSABLE SYSTEM 
GOVERNMENT IN THE GALAXY WITH 
[ASSORTED MILITARY-CONDITION- 
RED HEADERS. I DROPPED A 
PRESS RELEASE INTO SOMETHING 
LIKE 200-MILLION DIFFERENT. 
NEWSFEEDS, 


YEAH. OUR MEAL TICKET 15} 
NOW OPEN-SOURCE, AND. 
[THERE IS NO TURNING BACK, 


2 


> Qa 
Little WOOZ! 


THATS NOTIT AT ALL, 


WELCOME TO HNN, THE HYPERNET ] TONIGHT’S LEAD STORY, 


NEWS NETWORK'S FINANCIAL NEWS. 
TM TARN BETNETTER. IN THIS HOUR 
WELL LOOK AT EVERYTHING FROM 
HELLISH NEW HYPERDRIVES TO THE, 


BUSINESS 


| ANDREVASN INTERSTELLAR 
| /NTRAGALACTIC ENTERPRISES. 
ANNOUNCED THAT THEY WILL BE) 
)OPEN-SOLIRCING THEIR 
CONTROVERSIAL ALTERNATIVE 

| AYPERDRIVE IN A MOVE TO BREAK) 
THE WORMGATE MONOPOLY. 


THE WORMGATE CORPORATION, ALL THE 
RESPONDED IMMEDIATELY, yr 10.eRIN 
DENOUNCING THE TERAPORT AS. Gia sa 

UNSAFE, UNTESTED, z 

UNRELIABLE, AND IMPOSSIBLE) 


TO REGULATE. SHARES OF a? 
ANDREYASN I.E. (SYMBOL, 
JASININE) FELL 99.9658 INA 
VERITABLE BLOODBATH OF ¥ 

2ET-CENTURY READERS SHOULD ASCRIBE THE 


‘SIMILARITY BETWEEN “WORMGATES" AND 
"BILL GATES" TO SIMPLE COINCIDENCE, 


IN RELATED NEWS, THE 
UMS. SECLRITY COUNCIL. 
ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAS: 
‘DEVELOPED AND DEPLOYED, 
‘A SYSTEM FOR BLOCKING 
‘ANY TERAPORT ACTIVITY IN 
POPULATED SPACE. 


TARN, IT LOOKS LIKE THE. 
GOLBWERIANS COULD LEARN A 
THING OR TWO FROM THE UNS. - 
THIS JUST IN- GOLBWERIAN HIGH & 
COMMAND'S ORBITAL BASE WAS 
VAPORIZED BY A CONVERSION 
BOMB. THE CREETHLINGS FOR 
‘SOVEREIGNTY AND EXPANSION 


TOOK CREDIT FOR THE ATTACK, 
AND ANNOUNCED THAT THEY CAN, 
STRIKE ANY TARGET AT WILL, 
WITH TERAPORT-ENABLED 
MISSILES. 


"AND HERE'S MORE BREAKING 
NEWS... SHARES IN STROHL 
“MUNITIONS ARE LIP A HUNDRED- 
THOUSAND PERCENT WITH THEIR) 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A HOME 
DEFENSE SYSTEM AGAINST 
TERAPORTS. 


WELL, 1 THINK WELL JUST 


MERCENARY, OR MAYBE 
GUNSRUS. 


BY-FOUR, CAN'T FIT; BY-EIGHT, ALWAYS HAS TEN... FATTY NEEDS. 
THROUGH THE A SECOND PLATE! NEW NEO-PHEN/ ae © 
Ni, 


"The Death of 


FATIY, FATTY, TWO- FATTY, FATIY, FOUR- FATIY, FATIY, Six-BY-) |[Eeou. What are) [It's a documentary, 
you watching, 


KITCHEN DOOR! 


DIET SHELVES! 


TVE CALLED THIS ASSEMBLY TO] [ AS ONE OF ONLY TWO WMI FortunareLy, we | [HEY. DIDN'T SERGEANT] 

ANNOUNCE SOME COMPANY ‘TANGIBLE ASSETS OF THE) WERE SOLD FORA | | SCHLOCK OWN LOTS 

REORGANIZATION. AS IM Sune. | COMPANY, WE'VE BEEN. ll LOW ENOUGH PRICE, | OF STOCK? 
SOLD TO PAY SOME OF [fll THAT WE SHOULD BE) 


‘OUR COMPANY'S: ABLE TO BUY 

CREDITORS. MY NON AIM) OURSELVES BACK 
WITH ONE OR TWO) 
PROFITABLE 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


TT LOOKS UKE THE 
WORMGATE MESS IS OUT’ 
OF OUR HANDS NOW. WHAT) 
SHOULD WE DO WITH THE 
FROZEN PRISONERS? 


UR FIRST OPTION 15 TO. 


OUR SECOND? We Se 
THEM TO THE NEQOAT, 
GOD MONEY THERE. 
THIRO, | AT THEM. 


WOW 15 YOU EATING THEM MORE 
PROFITABLE THAN US SELLING a Eppa) 
IPRSHP 15. A 

MONE MAKING 

TWARSHP, 


‘CAPTAIN, 1JUST HAD A THOUGHT 

ABOUT THE ZEALOT TERRORISTS 
WEVE GOT ON ICE, 

‘SELL THEM TO THE 

HIGHEST BIDDER? MY 

THOUGHTS EXACTLY, 


NO, PUT THEM TO WORK 


THEIR APPROACH IS ALL WRONG, 
THOUGH, | PREFER TAKING THE 
LONG, SAFE SHOT TO MARCHING 
INTO ENEMY TERRITORY WITH A 
BOMB STRAPPED TO MY CHEST. 


TM NOT SURE] 
WHETHER TO 
REJOICE OR MOURN, 
YOUR ABILITY TO 
[SAY THAT WITH A| 
“STRAIGHT FACE, 


SERIOUSLY, TAGON, WE CAN PUT] 
THOSE CAPTURED TERRORISTS. 
TO WORK FOR US. APTER ALL, 
WE'RE ON THE SAME SIDE. 


HOW CAN YOU KNOW 


INTERROGATIONS 
REVEALED ANYTHING. 


TTS SIMPLE. THEY Most WM] BREYA, 1 KNOW YOU'RE SMART, 
HAVE FIGURED OUT THAT) | BUT THAT'S QUITE AN. 

‘THE WORMGATES WERE LD INTUITIVE LEAP. 

BEING USED FOR GALACTIC) 

DOMINATION, JUST LIKE. 


INTUITION Of INVESTIGATION... 
‘TAKE YOUR PICK, EITHER WAY iT 
MEANS I'M SMART. 


THATS AN IRRESPONSIBLE 
ATTITUDE YOUVE GOT THERE, 


— 


ez 


‘TIBET SHES BEEN 
READING THE 
AUTHOR'S BACK- 
‘STORY NOTES. 


THE COLLEGE STUDENTS WHO 
READ THIS STRIP ARE GOING TO 
TAKE THIS AS JUSTIFICATION 

FOR CHEATING ON THEIR TESTS. 


CAPTAIN, TVE REVIENED 
TUG GIERMS, OF OUR NeW! 
CHARTER, AND 

DISCOVERED SOMETHING 
INTERESTING. 


‘POMIRAL’ BREYA i5 A 
BERASITE, SHE USED 


Era age Wado) 
SHE'S ENTIRELY 
SUPERFLUOUS. 


PETEY, SHE PROVIDES AN 
IMPORTANT PERSPECTIVE ON} 
COMMAND DECISIONS. AND 1 
HATE TO ADMIT IT, BUT 
SHE'S SMARTER THAN I AM, 


‘BREVA IS EASTER ON 
THE EVES THAN YOU 
ARE, PETEY. 


‘ABOARD THE SENTIENT |i ‘SUPERFLUOUS?! MEW YOUR 
WARSHIIP POST-DATED ‘ADMIRAL ?/HOW DID YOU. 
CHECK LOAN THERE 15 ARRIVE AT THAT#! 
CONFLICT AMONG THE 

COMMAND STAFF. 


TOU PROMOTED 
YOURSELF TO ADMIRAL 

WHEN YOU BOUGHT THE 
COMPANY. YOU HAVE NO. 


CLAIM TO THE TITLE NOW, 


PETEY REVIEWED OUR 
NEW CHARTER WITH ME. 
YOU SOLD THE COMPANY| 
TO SCHLOGK, AND UNDER 
(OUR TERMS OF BUYBACK 
WE BECOME EMPLOYEE 
OWNED, WITH ME 
HOLDING MAJORITY: 


"TAGON, THIS Is RIDICULOUS) 
DOES SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
BECOME ‘SUPERFLUOUS’ WHEN 
YOU'VE BOUGHT THE COMPANY] 
BACK FROM HIMe 


NO. HE'S BETTER 
ARMED THAN I AM, 


‘BESIDES, IF SCHLOCK STOPS BEING A 
MERCENARY, SOMEBODY WILL HAVE TO 
FIND A NEW/NAME FOR THE STRIP, 


‘OW, THAT TEARS IT. 11'S THAT 
GHAUVINISTIC STREAK OF YOURS, 
REARING ITS TINY, UGLY HEAD. 


YOU THINK THAT FITNESS FOR 
‘COMMAND IS DERIVED FROM BEING 
‘ABLE TO TAKE SOMEBODY INA FIGHT? 
“THE TESTOSTERONE POISONING MUST 
m= SE WORSE THAN I THOUGHT. 


MAYBE THIS 
CURE Ir. 


jE 


PETEY, PREP A DECENT SHIP FOR 
BREYA AND LOAD HER UP WITH 
‘THE REMAINDER OF OUR FROZEN 
PRISONERS. D> SHE THINKS THE 
PRISONERS ARE A 
GENUINE ASSET, SO 
SHE CAN HAVE THEM 


CAPTAIN, WHY? SHE 
Has NO CLAIM ON ANY 
OF US NOW? 


BOSS 1 OUGHT TO DO 
SOMETHING NICE FOR HER. 


KNOW, BUT I CAN'T HELP BUTT] 
THINK THAT AFTER FIRING 


My, 


NCE WOULD BE FLOWERS, 
AND A GLOWING LETTER OF 
RECOMMENOATION, NOT A 
HOLO FULL OF FROZEN 
TERRORISTS. [Fen tw nor a 
(FLOWER PERSON. 


HE WHAT@ z r..IF YOU SWING 


Figst, SWING HARD 
AND CONNECT. 


"TAGON GAVE ME A DECENT SEVERANCE C'MON, LITTLE BROTHER,“ TEREVA, TA COMMANDER IN A MERCENARY, 

PACKAGE... THE SHIP YOU CHRISTENED ‘THINK OF THE ADVENTURES)] COMPANY, I'M NOT GOING TO BE HAVING 

TOENAIL ONE, WITH A FRESHLY- *SIGH* YOU TOLD ME | WE CAN HAVE! PROBLEMS LOCATING ADVENTURES, 

WIPED INDEPENDENT Al, AND AHOLD J | (YOURSELF THAT I NEED TO 

FULL OF PRISONERS TO INTERROGATE, INVENT SOMETHING ELSE, E 

SELL, OR EMPLOY, ‘OR PAYCHECKS, VIOLENCE 
ISA STEADY BUSINESS, 


“THINK I CAN MAKE THE 
TERAPORT PROFITABLE, AND) 
I'M HOPING YOU WANT TO} 
‘COME WITH ME. 


fabing up the teraport 24 | right now is simply a hold} I'm curronty 
lag on your own. [2 Full of Frozen terrorists. | unomployed?, 


Admiral, T hear you are]][T also hoar that your crow)] Did T ey 


Baie cis) | aera, 
g 
fester Be a ALLOWING ME TO TRADE MY] 


leaving? (WHY SHOULD YOU | Assets FOR MY DEBTS, 
(CARE YOU OWN THE | Sib YOuR COMPANY Sug 


COMPANY NOW. | NEEDED ME FOR MY 
‘ASSETS, TALK TO CAPTAIN) 
TAGON ABOUT IT, NOT ME. 
DON'T SAY ANYTHING 


Xi 


Now THOSE ARE SOME 
FAMOUS LAST WORDS. 


50, wha?s our 
business plan, 


ral? 
Geli WELL, I THINK. 
We CAN TURN 

ATIDY PROFIT 

SELLING TERAPORT 
‘AUTHENTICATION 


Tih... so that nobody ym 
is blawing up 
incoming teraports 
For Fear of allowing 
a missile behind 

their defenses. 


IF you don't mind my L_[HOTMUGR Twas 
asking, how much do you) KINO OF DEPENDING 
know about the teraport, 
or about using multi- 
layered authantication 


T sae, Do I need 
to practice asking 

whether or not 
people want Fries 


‘ALONG WITH US. 
Z with their order? 


THE ADMIRAL HAS GONE 
HER OWN WAY, LEAVING 
A DISTRAUGHT CREW IN 
HER WAKE... 


WELL, TF YOU WANT TO 
DROWN YOUR SORROWS, 
IVE GOT SOME OVALKWIK 


<4 RIGHT HERE WITH YOUR 


NAME ON IT. 


to have children ja 


"AND GET ME 
‘SOMETHING STRONG 
ENOUGH THAT | CAN. 

FORGET WHAT | 
[JUST OVERHEARD. 


DID YOU EVER FEEL THAT THE SOF WE'D SWORN YOU 
STATE, OR THE FLEET ADMIRAL TO THE COMPANY, 
WAS A PARASITE? INSTEAD OF JUST TO ME, 
‘YOU'D HAVE BEEN 

(OF COURSE INCLINED TO KEEP BREYA 

NOT. AROUND IN SPITE OF HER 

ODD STATUS ON PAPER. 


nS 


Hee, DONT TRY TO 
PIN THid ON Me, YOU] 
RE THE ONE WHO 
THREW HER ACROSS 
THE ROOM, 


YOUVE HONED YOUR ABILITY, 
TO DROP SEAMLESSLY INTO 
DENIAL, PETEY, 


MEET NEWT STONEY, GENIUS 
EXTRAORDINAIRE, 


‘AT THE TENDER AGE OF 
TWENTY-FOUR HE TOOK 
THE HOLOTAINMENT 
WORLD BY STORM WITH 
A TALKING MOUSE. 


(50, HOW DID THE 
ACQUISITION GO, TOM?) 


THEN HE BUILT A THEME PARK 
EMPIRE ARMED ONLY WITH 
HIS WIT AND HES DREAMS. 


A CENTURY LATER HE MAINTAINS HIS 
‘NEAR-MONOPOLY BY MORE TRIED AND 
TRUE METHODS. 


LISTEN, TOM... YOU TELL THOSE 
PANTYWAISTS AT "MAGIC 
DREAM-LAND' THAT IF, 
‘THEY OPEN THAT 

PARK NEXT DOOR 

TO SIDNEYLAND, 

TUL SHUT THEM 

DOWN, EVEN IF, 

LHAVE TO. 

COMMANDEER 

‘THE ORBITAL 

DEFENSE NET 

TODO IT. 


MEET FEZ BETO, SCRAPPY 
ENTREPRENEUR, AND CEO OF 
MAGIC DREAMLAND It. 


MISTER BEJO, SIR? IVE 
GOT TOM McSONY FROM, 
"WORLD OF SIDNEY’ ON 
LINE SIR. 


‘HES LEARNING THE HARD WAY 
THAT HE'S STILL A VERY SMALL 
FISH INA VERY AIG POND, 


HI, TOM, THOPE YOU KNOW, 
‘OUR POSITION HASN'T 
CHANGED ON THE 
ACQUISITION, 


EE sorey. No DEAL) 


YOU'RE KIDDING ABOUT 
NUKING US FROM ORGIT, 


pan THE REALLY BIG 
Bee 


‘MAGIC DREAM-LAND 
HEADQUARTERS, TOKYO’, 
SOUTH AMERICA: 


‘SIDNEY COVERS HIS BASES, 
MIKO. WE CAN'T USE 
‘CONVENTIONAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT FOR THIS, 
HE OWNS THOSE PEOPLE, 


THEN WHAT DO WE DO? ROLL OVER, 
AND LET HIM PUSH US AROUND. 
‘WITH HIS SIDNEYLAND 
UNDERCOVER ENFORCER 
SQUADS? THEY'LL 
DESTROY THE PARK 

THE DAY WE OPEN! 


WE HIRE SOME MUSCLE OF 
‘OUR OWN, FROM OUTSIDE 
THE AREA... MUSCLE THAT 
(SIDNEY HASN'T PAID OFF YET. 


J THAT CONTRACT IS 
SOL SYSTEM, WERE. 
EANNED THERE. 


SRUTANETVE Kg 
Se 

_@ Ses Ss 

\ g || 

— 


LATER, ABOARD THE 
MERCENARY SUPERFORTRESS. 
POST-DATED CHECK LOAN... 


‘OUR SHIP IS 


THIS IS A GROUND- 
‘TROOP JOB. AND IT 
LOOKS LIKE A WALK 

IN THE PARK, 


YON 


YEAH... HOT, NOISY, CROWDED 
‘THEME PARK, FLEE WHILE YOU CAN. 


‘CAPTAIN TAGON, [THINK MY 
COMPETITORS ARE GOING TO| 
‘TRY SOMETHING VIOLENT TO. 
DISRUPT THE OPENING WEEK 
(OF MY NEW THEME PARK. 


TAH, WELL, THIS KIND OF WORK IS 
RIGHT UP OUR ALLEY, MY TROOPS, 
CAN BE HEAVILY ARMORED, AND. 
ARMED SO FAR PAST THEIR TEETH 
TT WOULD SEND EVEN THE MOST, 
MASOCHISTIC ORTHODONTIST 
SCREAMING INTO THE STREETS. 


INEED YOu TO "OH, YOU DONT WANT A 
PROTECT MY PARK, FIRST-STRIKE SCENARIO ON 
‘YOUR COMPETITION? 


trying to run2 


SEE. 17 SAYS HERE 
THEY'LL BE SPENDING 
MOST OF THEIR TIME 
‘SECURING’ THE 
CONCESSIONS AND) 
THE RIDES. 


CUSTOMIZED TO MEET YOUR 
NEEDS, JUST SIGN AT THE. 
BOTTOM, 


TAPOLOGIZE FOR OUR 
MISUNDERSTANDING EARLIER, 
MISTER BEJO, I'VE HAD MY, 
STAFF DRAW UP A 
COMPREHENSIVE 


TT's BEEN CUSTOMIZED BASED ON 
‘THE INFORMATION YOU'VE GIVEN US 
ABOUT YOUR THEME PARK FACILITY. 
TT INCLUDES A STATEMENT OF WORK. 
AND SEVERAL DEPLOYMENT OPTIONS, 
WE THINK AN UNDERCOVER 
APPROACH WILL WORK BEST FOR 
MOST OF OUR PERSONNEL, 


VE GOTIT IN 
FRONT OF ME. 


YOUVE cor yourseir A Of 
CONTRACT, CAPTAIN TAGON. 
HOW SOON CAN YOUR PEOPLE] 


WE'VE GOT AN 
AIRCAR HANGAR, 
WHAT ARE YOU, 
FLYING? 


"A THREE-HONDRED 
AND SEVENTY-FIVE 
TON TAUSENNIGAN 
MILITARY TRANSPORT 


THINK WE CAN 
WORK SOMETHING) 
our. 


Ymowmy! mommy! 1 
WANT TO RIDE 
BRON ZHAT/? 


WOW, THIS GUY 
MUST'BE ONE 
SCARY CUSTOMER] 


THEYRE BETTER OFF DYING 
QUICKLY IN A HAIL OF FRIENDLY 
FIRE THAN AT HIS HANDS. TRUST} 
ME ON THIS. WE'VE BEEN 
FOLLOWING THIS GUY FOR 
YEARS NOW. 


é 
YoID 1 MENTION THAT T 
NEED MORE TICKETS TO) 
THE POLICEMAN'S BALL? 


WELL, WE GOT SOME MORE 
[GRAM BLACK-AND-WHITE 
IMAGES OF THE GROSSMAN 
IGANG, A FUZZY PICTURE OF 
‘SOMEONE THEY CALL ‘BUTCH’ 


HE SOUNDS PRETTY. 
SICK, BUT I'M SURE 
THE MEN CAN ‘CURE" 

HIM IF HE SHOWS 
UP IN THE PARK. 


(CAPTAIN, WE JUST GOT AN, 
UPDATE FROM THE LAW- 
ENFORCEMENT DATABASE. 


ITLL BE AN INTERESTING 
CURE, CONSIDERING THE 
TOXIC NATURE OF HOT LEAD. 


HOW'S OUR 


DEPLOYMENT, 


LIEUTENANT®" 


LOOKING 
6000, SIR. 


SERGEANT SENSEI HAS, 
MOST OF HIS SQUAD 
CIRCULATING THROUGH) 
THE RIDES. SERGEANT, 
SCHLOCK'S TEAM IS, 
‘COVERING THE 
CONCESSIONS. 


WITHOUT THEIR 
‘SERGEANT, I SEE, 


froin [How come nobody ever 
1 briefed me on this 
"cotton canciy’ 


‘NO YOU CAN'T. [GAN 50, YOUR NECK) 
NOW GO AWAY. 
8 


SEE? AND IF T PULL TH 
THINGY HERE, THIS END 
GOES BOOM, AND 


Hooes Tt CnCaN, 
REALLY FAS 


(OR GOOBER ROLNDS? 


there's a Partnership 
Collective attorney drone 
standing in line over ab 
the TacobuFa. 


WEILL HAVE & 


AND & BIG-CHUG, 
MUCHO-SIZE TT. 


WOULD YOU LIKE A, 
SIDE ORDER OF 
BLAM WITH THAT2) 


Pil 1 aETHE GETS SOMENICE HOT BLAM 
/ITHOUT EVEN ORDERING ANY. 


TMAGINE MY SURPRISE WHEN T 
LEARNED THAT YOU ARE 

UNDER CONTRACT BY THE 
GOVERNMENT TO DESTROY] 


CAPTAIN TAGON, THERE'S 
BEEN A SHOOTING AT THE 
‘TACOBUFA FRANCHISE OVER 
IN CONCESSIONS 


‘ACTUALLY, YOUR 
‘TEAMS ON THE 
‘SCENE ALREADY,, 


HEY, A WELCOME )\| DO YOU HAVE ANY] 
SURPRISE 1S LIKE EI MORE ATTORNEY TOE ee ata 
[AN EXTEA DAY OF , DEONES YOU'D Like) COMPLAMING 


US TO EXECUTE®, 


TILL GET A TEAM | SHOOTING. PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE BITS IN THEIR 
NIT alent ATTORNEY DRONES, 
a AWAY, INCLUDING THOSE 
p14 THAT I'VE HIRED, 
ref 


AN 


EAST CONCESSIONS WING, MAGIC DREAM-LAND, TOKYO", soUTH } \\| 
AMERICA: SERGEANT SCHLOCK AND CORPORAL B240'BRabLeY | \\ 
COLLECTED & BOUNTY, BUT THEY MADE A BIT OF A MESS 


SORRY | ABOU I ‘WH... WH... WHAT'S 
SRE ness mS, THs GREY STUFF ON 
BI sf IT = # af {MY CHICHIMICHANGA 


YOUR LITTLE 


BACK IN EAST 
CONCESSIONS: 

SERGEANT SCHLOGKT 

|GET YOUR TEAM BACK 

[TO THE TRANSPORT. 


[ND You cost usa 
(CONTRACT WORTH 
Ww 500 TIMES AS 
© 
> 


fie, 


‘Gun? Kile, 
WHERE? 


ONE OF THE ede! DSS ‘SERGEANT SCHLOCK | 
UST AFTER SENSE! WHAT'S GOING ON 
SHODAN'S TEAM, 
PULLED OUT. 


DOWN THERE®| 


1 SAW IT ON THE CAMERAS) 
HE SHUT DOWN THE RIDE, gia 
LOCKED THE KIDS IN THE, 
CARTS, AND STARTED 
‘SHOOTING OUT THE LIGHTS! 


‘A TERRORIS) RE 
| HOLDS HOSTAGES INSIDE 
PIRATES OF THE CARPE DIEM’ 


YOU HEARD ME! 1) 
WANT A MILLION 
K-CREDS, AND AN) 


AIRBUS, 


NOT IN AN HOUR! IN 
FIFTEEN MINUTES, OR I 
START FEEDING HOSTAGES) 
TO THE PIRATES! 


‘SARGE, THIS GUY'S THE ONE 
FROM THE DATABASE. WE'VE] 
GOT NO TIME TO LOSE. WE 
NEED TO GO IN NOW, AND HiT} 
IM HARD. 


We can't charge 
Blin blazing like 
that. He has 


‘QUR OPTIONS ARE LIMITED HERE. 
THIS IS A ROUGH CUSTOMER, AND) 
WE CANT TAKE HIM DOWN 

WITHOUT SOME SHOOTING. YOU 
CANT HAVE YOUR CAKE AND EAT) 


Good idea. 1m going 
to go eab some 
(Cake. Wait’ For my 
signal, 


MAYBE | SHOULE 
HAVE PICKED A. 


FOOD-FREE CLICHE. 


Shep, you and Nick be | [WHAT VENTILATION You've just got tol 
ready fo lead the men in]]| SYSTEM? WHERE'S THE Find a patch oF blank’ 
on my signal, 'm going to] | ENTRANCE? [ras 7 a theme | Wall with a suspicious 


ih through the hanale on te, and 
ce a park, There are | rare on 


Verkilation eystem, Secret’ doors all 
over the place. JJ 


“SOHLOCK SIGNALED HIS | I AFTER ALL, EVEN WITH THE BAD GUY 
MEN TOGET THE KIDS ‘QUT OF THE WAY, THERE COULD 

(OUT OF THE RIDE AS HAVE BEEN A BOMB OR SOMETHING. 
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 


YOU SAVED USI 
WHINEY THE POO. 
SAVED US! 


oper Take She on UP TO 
GELS MY OFFICE AND 
1 Tel You 

WORE ABOUT 


‘ANOTHER CONTRACT DRAWS TOA 
SUCCESSFUL CLOSE IT'S BEEN A FULL 
WEEK SINCE SCHLOCK DEVOURED THE 
TERRORIST: AN INCIDENT-FREE WEEK 
SPENT PEACEFULLY PA TROLLING THE 
PARK FOR A PLACATED EMPLOYER 


‘Reporting back as a 
ordered, sir. We can pull 
out just’ as soon as we 
‘can get Nick and Shep 
out OF the gift shoppe. 


J] AND Just so You know, 


HURRY. GIVE 'EM 
AFEW MINUTES, 


SERGEANT, THE WAY YOU. 
HANDLED THAT TERRORIST 
SHOULD HAVE LANDED YOU A) 
PROMOTION, SUT YOUR, 
INDISCRETION WITH THE 
ATTORNEY DRONE SHOULD 
HAVE GOTTEN YOU DEMOTED, 
SOI THINK IT AVERAGES OUT, 


TSTILL DONT UNDERSTAND 
WHY MISTER BEJO KEPT US. 
(ON CONTRACT, THOUGH, 
TD HAVE THOUGHT HED, 
WANT TO DISTANCE 
HIMSELF FROM US AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 


him Chat our deal was. 


loFF unless he kept the 
toughs on contract. 


WHAT DEAL? WHEN DID) 


NO, DONT EXPLAIN, LET ME SEE 
TF I CAN FIGURE IT OUT ON MY 
‘OWN. YOU SOLD FEZ BE.JO AND 
MAGIC DREAM-LAND THE 
RIGHTS TO USE YOUR SOUAD'S 
LIKENESSES FOR MERCHANDISE, 
CAPITALIZING ON YOUR FIFTEEN 


More ike Forty-| 
Five ninutes, sir. 
They're gonna 
do a weekly kids 
cartoon about 
‘our exploits, 


ea 


BE REPORTING BACK TO 
Host WRITERS EVERY TIME 
Pa WSOMEONE SHOOTS AT YOU! 


I know. Theyre gonna 
make stuff up. Cike 
Fiction, you know? 


TPL HAVE TO BE FICTION, THERE'S 
NO WAY THAT LIFE IN A MERCENARY 
COMPANY COULD POSSIBLY MAKE 
FOR FAMILY-FRIENDLY 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


YEAH, THAT'S WHAT THE 
COMICS BOARD TOLD US. 
WELL SHOW EM. 


IN ORBIT AROUND EUROPA, 
THE LUXURY LINER PRINCESS 
TVOLA'IS GETTING A REFIT. 


THESE STROHL ANTI-PORT KITS] ] EXCUSE ME SiR, ALL PASSENGERS \[HE'S PROBABLY NOT SUPPOSED] 
SHOULD KEEP THE LINER FREE, ‘SHOULD HAVE DEBARKED A WEEK } TO HAVE THOSE BIG BEETLES 


FROM UNAUTHORIZED -<oraging OF} AGO. YOURE NOT STILL SUPPOSED]] ERUPTING OUT OF HIS BELLY, 
PASSENGERS. INALITHORIZED |10_BE IN YOUR CABIN. 
Ve 


“SPEAKING OF 
UNAUTHORIZED 
PASSENGERS, 


‘A MILITARY TRANSPORT 
FULL OF MERCENARIES 
DEPARTS EARTH ORBIT. 


THATS RIGHT THERE'S NO MORE. 
WORK FOR US TO DO HERE, 

Td really ike to 

get a complete 

08 OF those 

‘action Figures, 

captain, 


WENO LONGER HAVE A FEMALE AT THE. 

TOP OF THE COMMAND CHAIN, THAT 

KIND OF JUSTIFICATION WON'T FLY 
WITH ME. Tea 

a, Im getting 

all kinds OF cold 

pricities right now. 


t THAT'S OUR FEMALE READERS: ans 
[shopping can be ICY FLAMES OF DOOM TO THE AUTHOR, 
really hard work. 


a WERE GOOD FOR THAT. SEND THR] sig, 1 DON'T THINK THAT WE 4 [WE CAN ALWAYS SEND FOR MORE 
GEAR LATER, DOCTOR. RIGHT NOW. 
CAN BE THERE AS SOON AS WE GET)] MEDICAL GEAR ON BOARD. y-~ | WE'RE IN A HURRY, 
BOARDING PARTY, LOOKS LIKED] | CLEAR OF THE ANTI-PORT NET. 


THE FIRST TROOPS TO GET ON 
THE SCENE WILL GET THE JOB, 


TO SAY THAT THESE ARE FAMOUS 
LAST WORDS" WOULD BE BOTH AN 
UNDERSTATEMENT, AND A BLATANT 
ACT OF FORESHADOWING. 


YOU LOST CONTACT WITH 
THEM THE MOMENT THEY 
ENTERED THE LINER? 


NO. WE'VE LOST ALL CONTACT 
WITH OUR SERVICE PERSONNEL, 
ABOARD THE ‘PRINCESS TYOLA,, 
‘AND THE TECHS WE SENT TO 

BOARD HER THROUGH THE AFT 
SERVICE-WAYS NEVER 
REPORTED BACK. 


WE LOST CONTACT WITH THEM ABOUT) 
THREE MINUTES LATER, RIGHT AFTER 
THE SCREAMING STARTED. 


‘SEE, THAT'S A DETAIL. 
WE NEED THOSE, 
a 


CAPTAIN TAGON, YOUR 
COMPANY HAS WON THE BID. 
ERCELLENT. WE'LL 
"ARRIVE SHORTLY. DO 
YOU HAVE ANY MORE. 

DETAILS FOR USE, 


ee 


THE LINER 15 2400 METERS 
LONG, AND ABOUT 600 METERS) 
IN DIAMETER. HERE ARE THE 
COMPLETE SCHEMATICS, SO. 
YOU CAN FIND YOUR WAY. 
AROUND. 


YOU'VE ALSO GOT THE KEYCODES) 
FOR EVERY DOOR ON THE SHIP, 
‘AND THE ACCESS CODES FOR i 
‘THE ENGINES AND THE 


‘AND IF YOU FIND 
YOURSELF. PECKISH, AND 
WITH A LITTLE SPARE 

TIME, THIS CARD IS GOOD. 


Bl FOR UNLIMITED SERVINGS 


FROM THE AUTOVEND. 


T 
(Just 


MANAGE 
FINE ON 


SIR, TTOOK A EETYOU'VE GOT AFULL | [DOESNT THE UNS, FLEET )§[HE CAN GE QUIET ABOUT | [AND IF SOMEBODY DOES J Wow. Way to 
(QUICK INVENTORY) ) HOSPITAL ABOARD | | HAVE PETEY ON THEIR HIS ARRIVAL. NOBODY | | NOTICE, WELL, IT'S A fook on the 
AND THERE ARE p= | THE ‘POST-DATED | | ‘EXTREME PREJUDICE’ LIST. iti Notice] | GOOD THING He's GOT bright side, 
ONLY FIVE HECK LOAN.’ WE | ] YOU KNOW, SHOOT ON, ‘THAT HOSPITAL ON. 
CRYOKITS ON, (UST NEED TO GET | | SIGHT AND ALL THAT? BOARD, RIGHT SIRG 

PETEY OUT HERE. BOTH OF 


(OUR HEROES HAVE GONE IN DIFFERENT. 
DIRECTIONS. CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON HAS 
TAKEN A MILITARY TRANSPORT AND THE 
STRIKE TEAMS ON A BOARD-AND-SWEEP 
‘MISSION IN SOL SYSTEM, BUT THEYRE A 

B LITTLE SHORT ON SOME RATHER 
(CRITICAL SUPPLIES. 


‘SIR, KEVIN CAN'T ‘PORT THOSE CRYOKITS| 
STRAIGHT TO US. APPARENTLY EUROPA, 
ORBIT HAS BEEN MINED WITH ANT 
TERAPORT BLOCKING SYSTEMS. 


WAVE HIM LOAD THEM 
WITH HIM ARE SERGEANTS THURL, SCHLOCK, ]UP IN A SHUTTLE, AND, 
SHV'UU, AND SHODAN. LIEUTENANT DER TRIHS, || RENDEZVOUS WITH US 
DOCTOR BUNNIGUS, AND SOME TWENTY-0DD LATER. WE CAN'T WAIT 
GRUNTS, INCLUDING BRAD, NICK, AND SHEP. ANE LONSER: 


THIS CROWD OF TWENTY-SEVEN SOULS IS LONG ON MUSCLE, 
LEAN ON MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AND ARMED WITH A COMBINED 


= = YOU CAN'T ‘PORT| 
‘BACK WITH THE COMPANYS GEANT WARSHIP, WE FIND 

MUNITIONS COMMANDER KEVIN ANDREYASN IN CHARGE, 

‘UNDER HIM ARE PETEY (THE BRAIN OF THE WARSHIP) 

NEWLY COMMIS STONED LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 

DOVTHABAN, CHEF CHVORTHQ, MASSEY REYNSTEIN, 

ENNESBY, AND THE VERY REVEREND THEO FOBIUS. 


BOYTHABAN, YOU AND. 


Tate in 16 
moves on our 
First gama. 18 


play some 
ches: 


Uow cant 
possibly be 
THAT many 
moves ahoad, 


MEANWHILE, WHAT OF 
THE EXILED ADMIRAL 
BREVA, HABAN IE, AND 
THEIR SHIP FULL OF 
FROZEN TERRORISTS? 


YOU CAN TALK 
ABOUT IT, OR YOU. 
CAN SCREAM ABOUT 
IT. YOU PICK, 


THERE'S NO CALL FOR TORTURE OR VIOLENCE, 
HAVE YOU PEOPLE HONESTLY NEVER HEARD 
THAT THE ENEMY OF YOUR ENEMY IS 
‘SUPPOSED TO BE YOUR FRIEND? 


WELL, IT'S A NOVEL CONCEPT] 
BUT IT DOESN'T SEEM TO 
HAVE PANNED OUT FOR YOU, 


] xe 1r00Ks LiKe someBooy 
| Gor mHaweD ovr ON THE WRONE 
| sz06 oF THe cavocransen 


a®™ -—- =~) 


“Ik, YOU'VE PUT US UP AGAINST 
‘THE HULL WHERE THERE'S NO 
LOCK. SHODAN'S TEAM IS GETTING 
READY TO GLAST THEIR WAY IN TO 
(ONE OF THE DINING ROOMS. 


gM 2 
THAT'S RIGHT. IF WE'RE UP] 
AGAINST TYPICAL BOARDERS, 
THEY'LL BE WATCHING THE BI 
LOCKS. DON'T WANT TO EE 
QMBUSHED ON THE WAY IN 


REMEMBER OUR CONTRACT, 
SIR, DAMAGE ABOVE A CERTAIN 
‘THRESHOLD COMES OUT OF 
OUR PAY. 


‘NEW ORDERS, HOB 


THE CAPTAIN SAYS 
TO CUT CLEANLY, 


AND SAVE ALL THE J 


OH. WELL, OKAY. 
HOLD THIS WHILE 1 GO. 
GET A HULL KNIFE. 


SERGEANT SHODAN, HAVE: 
YOUR SQUAD FAN GUT AND) 


SECURE THE ROOM! py 
RESIS RIGHT HERE, WITH SECURE 
‘ FALLBACK OPTIONS TO THE 


wui@cp She paryeeteg RED 
Ser 7] Have yoUR So 

is have cures 
Pc cowie * 
i Y/ 


TIEUTENANT DER TRIS, YOU TAKE, 
‘SERGEANTS THURL AND SHV'UU, 

AND SECURE OUR BACK DOOR. 1 
WANT A BASE OF OPERATIONS 


‘SHODAN YOU 


The dining room is 
A caLL THIS 


closed at the mament, 
but iF you'd like to 
wait in the bar we can 
bring drinks. 


Or we can start 
happy-hour right 
here, right now 
just For you. 


5 Lock, a want ir Infive 

VE UAB ! 
i. call 
ripe 


eat 


THY MEN HAD A LITTLE RUN-IN 
WITH THE AUTOMATED WAITERS, 
HERE IN THE DINING AREA. 
ORMBITIOH, CAPTAIN. 'M. 
SORRY. | TRUST 
NO HARM HAS 
‘BEEN DONE. 


NO, NO. WE'RE FINE. TM JUST 
WONDERING IF THERE ARE OTHER 


een tia kaa 
EOEOTS ON SOARD TNEED TO | Command CODES || THOSE coves 
KNOW ABOUT-JUST THE UNITS FOR] TO SHUT DOWN 


Wour lobster bisque 
will bo ready shortly 
sir, Fira you Finishod 
with your salad 


a 


\THAT WON'T BE 


SERGEANT SCHLOGK, TAKE YES SIR ELF, YOU COVER THE JMNM! DION'T REALIZE WE [WITHOUT HER ARMOR, YOU WANT ME 
JOUR SQUAD DOWN TO THE PERIMETER HERE WITH HOB, HAD ANY WOMEN ON | ELE DOESN'T OFTEN GET Vi TO SHOW YOU A 
APT SERVE wars, Lev Se WM | eis, aND MONK. THE REST OF JT GRUNT SGUADS.} MISTAKEN FOR A WORN, 

IF WE CAN FIGUI ‘ N 

HAPPENED TO THAT TEAM OF SORLCOMEITHLIBE: 


CAPTAIN TAGON, SIR. 


SERGEANT SHODAN, LEAVE A. 
‘SECURITY DETAIL WITH ME, 
‘AND TAKE THE REST OF YOUR 
‘SQUAD UP TO THE BRIDGE. 


Tarel Blood Ther, cover NS ‘OH, HELMETS KEEP] 
Brad cone eiead and Tere) | Os Actually, | Chink POA SMELL OUT ow 00 1 opaque 
‘anybody could 
have smelled this. 


Captain, weve Found [No sir. Bit they 
remains. This looks ike || can't be Fa-— 
the work of a larae 


“SO... ANY ENEM 


7 
CONTACT YET, 
SERGEANT? 


TRABAN, T WANT POWER ARMOR. IN FINE: | SHOULD BE BACK IN A D 


Darorounanen BRE TNC omit ray | yee seen at el one) aC va 
Ea RRL EONS |eoceooay iran [FREE 
7 ASOARD His TRANSPORT,| this time, Oh, and that cab-) 
driver is coming round, 


That was some pretty) 
quick work on your; 


FOU WEREN'T TOO 


BAD YOURSELF, 
| £ TAN 
So 7 ) 
ey) 


THERES A STORY IN THERE 
THAT WE JUST DONT HAVE 
TEME FOR OH WELL. 


I'm just glad those 
beetle things weren't 


SSE 
CURIE SU Oty 


"SPECIALLY BUGS THAT] 
CIN RIP THROUGH 
ARMOR LIKE THAT, 


'SGHLOGK, TAKE YOUR TEAM AND. = 
‘START A SWEEP. AND 1 DON'T HAVE Ig DOC! POP THATS ABIGgER AW THAN \ “7 eer tlle ale 
ScuLOcR's TEAM EROUGHT IN 
LONGER RANGES THIS TIME. WO LIDS! = eT A CAN-OPENER SIRED, 
(EAPTAN, THEY TOOK GOB WY ON A GIANT BEETLE 


¥] AND SERGEANT SHODAN SS 
DOWN, THESE THINGS GO }2—— 


GEEZ, ELF ITs HARD TO LIKE HOW 1'O HAVE TO SEE) [YOU WANT 10 SEE BUFF HOB? fl [TO RATHER YOU 
BELIEVE SENSEI GOT TAKEN iE BUFF 10) SAVED THAT UP 
DOWN BY ONE OF THOSE I DILL SURF gil | FOR THe ENEMY. 


i, BUT SEEING'S 


a 


N a 


WHat? 010 1 aust pur WIRJT-OR 15 THERE SOMETHING REALLY 
BIG AND UGLY, BUT NOT QUITE AS 


$0, WHADDAYA 
THINK THESE 


EET THEYRE | 
516 AND UGLY. 


fF BUT NOT QUITE 


AS UGLY AS YOU, 


HAT MY MOMMAD SLAP YOU SILLY 
IE SHE HEARD YOU TALKIN’ ‘GOUT JI THE FEAR OF MY MOMMA 
INTO TOUGH LITILE ELF? JTUGLY AS ME, STANDING RIGHT Jama 

== UGLIER. AND. 


HER GOY THAT WAY, pos 
Ceo) ABE THexe's Four oF 


pete 


“an 
Uf 
= 


GED 


TWISH WED BROUGHT WERE DOWN TO ONE CRYOKIT, 
THE ENEMY ATTACKS ‘THEO ALONG WITH US. ‘CORPORAL. ANYBODY EL: 
THE PERIMETER. , AND IT! 
D TES MIT AND | 
ed vi be YOU K 
TGOTCHA 7 
OVERED, 
HOR! 


WERE CUTTING THEM TO. fe | said Fall BACK. aes 
BITS, SARGE, BUT THEY'RE ‘ icin say Fe PROMISE YOU WONT 
GETTING PRETTY CLOSE! Be : 7 LET ME DIE. 


Brads down! Doc, 3 THE WAY HE MOVES, 
do. something! i our THIN He WAS & 
& THESE FOUR ARE NEW YORK FIREFIGHTER| 

FULL. WE LEFT ONE 


—— Rest easy, Brad. The last 
CORPORAL JEFF “BRAD” Wi cryoki¢ is all yours. Next thin, 
BRADLEY IS OEAD, BUT Hil you know you'll be thawed 0 


HESNOTALL THE WAY Ti) andl Fixed up as good as new. 
DEAD. THE LAST OF THE 


COMPANY'S CRYOKITS 
CAN PRESERVE HIM, AND. 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
PROMISED TO MAKE 
THAT HAPEEN. 


HEY, SCHLOGK, 
HAVE YOU SEEN My) 
VALKYRIE SUIT? 


No. did you 
check the— 
HEY! Brey, 
what are you) 
doing here2 


TCAME BACK TO GET MY Ul [TALSO NEED TO APOLOGIZE. JAdtniral, tim “. (1 unoeRstano. No, you really cont) 
IM sine leon touched, and | Goes understand. re 
INEEDED IT. THE Wi 1 still have Feelings) WAX | Fighting giant beetle-] 
WERE JUST TRYING 10 HELP, for you and all, monster Brings, ancl 
- lout T really think it's not _saFe here. 
you shou 


A SKLICE 
SkREEKH 


Ads 


I Kwow I GOT THE Mest] 

oF THEM. LT Ran uP THAT 

LITTLE TuAWeEL AUD CUT URI 

ITHE GREEN, GOOEY OnE, 

AND A SKINNY ONE THAT 

lwAS Out OF ITS SHELL 
pia 


THAT GREEN, Covey OWE 15 
DAUGEROUS. HaNwAH CvT LOTS 
OF ®)TS OFF OF IT, BT IT PT, 
TTSELF BACK TOSETHER, 


On, NOW You'Re JUST 
TELLING SCAREY STORIES 
AND TRYING To SPook US. 
NoTHING CAN PUT ITSELF 


= 


y 
A REGENERATING 
Bex no") ZOMBIE Canal! 


PROBABLY BECAUSE T 
PickeD THIS VP WHEN 


Flevre OuT 
How IT works 


LT THWk I Just HOLD AND THEN SQueEzE... 
On! mre 


ITT BY THS STICK-ISH 
PIECE... 


Bl IN ORBIT AROUND JUPITER'S MOON EUROPA, THE LUXURY THEY ARE EQUALLY MATCHED, AND EQUALLY HORRIBLE IN EACH OTHER’ 
'SPACE LINER PRINCESS TYOLA’ HAS NEARLY BEEN EVES. WHOSE NIGHTMARE THIS I5 DEPENDS ENTIRELY ON PERSPECT 
CLEARED OF ITS INFESTATION OF DIAMOND BEETLES. 


TT-COULD ALSO BE SAID THAT SHES NEARLY BEEN 
‘CLEARED OF HER INFESTATION OF BEETLE-HUNTING 


BR) MERCENARIES. A LONE SERGEANT BATTLES THE LAST 
‘SHE-BEETLE BOTH OF THEM aecaourovacvence. | @3 (| RY io CI lercrae 


TFL LET HIM GRAB ME, GBuT THIS SHOOTER Gurns J... HE'S GowG DOWN 
HE'LL PoP MY HEAD OFF, Win, Ie T can STAY ouT Ji wv 


Like He Dib Jo MY 


Aaaargh! Losing Whoa! Ugly!)| | 4-7 COURAGE AND VALOR HAVE LONG 
meee oumt Shoot it! SINCE FLED, THE DAY WILL BE WON BY 


mY 


Thanks guys. | brink, 
you saved my life. 


NAH. TF WE HADN'T Come 
WHEN WE DID YOU WOULD, 
HAVE MADE A COMEBACK} 
‘AND CHECKED OUT A 
WHOLE LIBRARY FULL OF 
PAIN ON HER CARD. 


NO, BUT I'VE BEEN 
ITCHING TO USE THAT 
LIBRARY METAPHOR ON. 
SOMEBODY, 


ov 


You had help 
thinking it up, 


right? 


WE BROUGHT SOME 
EXTRA CRYOKITS FOR! 
YOU, WHERE 0O YOU 


=e 


‘2 
Se 


Never rind, De 
fee's tee late 


How many 
casualtios 
‘were there? 


T though? you looked different. 
You should see yoursolF in a 


nnirror, 


fenough to chase you 
down and break a 
frirror over your head. 


T was wondering how 
you Fit 26 people into 
5 cruohits. 


at ©, 


TCANT THINK OF & TRY WAKING UP WITH 


WORSE WAY TO WAKE VU yQUe HEAD IN A JAR 
UP THAN DISCOVERING 
MY HEAD IS IN A JAR, [AND HAVING DEJA-VU. 


Still, T like whak 

you've done with 

them. I Feel right 
at home. 


NEWS] You have to 


‘5O.. WITH PRACTICALLY THE 
ENTIRE COMPANY SUFFERING 
FROM DECORPITATION, WHAT 
‘ARE OUR HEROES UP TO? 


Tve gob 
news and bad 


af 


Be, z 
Figst| claim your prize 


They sat 
Won a Ful-bocly 
massage at their 
hob—mud spa. 


¥ two days. 
DONT WANT 


TO HEAR THE 
vey NEWS. 


TF YOU COULD 
SEE MY FACE 
RIGHT NOW, 


ITMAKES ME NERVOUS) 
SUSPECT THAT KIND) 
(OF HOME-GROWN 
MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY 
IS ILLEGAL FOR A 
REASON. 


OKAY, You 
CAN WORK 
(THROUGH THE 
HMO. BUT 
YOU'LL BE 
(STUCK. IN LINE 
[\Fo A waite. 


PRETTY SURE THIS IS 


DOCTOR, CAN YOU PUT INA) WE USE THE MAGIC: 
CALL TO OUR HMO? I'M ‘ 


‘OWN LIEUTENANT 
DER TRIHS. 


‘Sir, their captain said 

he wants bo shake 

your hand. THEN HE'S GOING 
TOWAVE TO WAIT 


TM INCAPACITATED, 
SERGEANT, JUST TELL 
THEM WE'RE DONE, 


‘DOYTHABAN AND) 
ENNESBY SAID 


They want to 


Captain, the owners oF the 
talk to you sir. 


Princess Tyola are, anxious |} ENNESEY SAID 
ee Cone rol cia Wwe VIE | 6 HEAD AND, In person.] (AND HAVE THEM SEND, 
CONFIRM, Oe One “ “TIL T HAVE ONE, 

— NOW, ISN'T HES, 


infested their ship. 


(ONE BY ONE THE MERCENARIES 
HEADS ARE DROPPED INTO THE 
MAGIC CRYOKTT. MODIFIED BY 
THE COMPANY'S FIRST DOCTOR 
(OECEASED), IT TS CHOCK-FULL 
OF SIX CENTURIES WORTH OF 
INSTITUTIONALLY SUPPRESSED 


‘MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY. 


(SERGEANT, THE CAPTAIN'S BODY 
NEEDS'TO BE REGENERATED. 
‘THE ‘KIT WAS ASKING FOR {10 
KILOS OF ORGANIC MATTER A 
MOMENT AGO, BUT IT'S QUIET 
NOW. WHAT DID YOU DO? 


[raided the 7yola's stores| 
For a Flat oF bone-in round 
steak, and some unflavored 
oatmeal. Ir doesn't seem to 
care what | use, as long as, 
there are enough minerals, 


BOI DARE ASK 
WHAT YOU USED 
WHEN 1 WAS BEING 
REGENERATED? 


WHEW... THE CENSORS WERE 
AFRAID HE WAS GOING TO SAY 


SOMETHING LIKE BREAST MEAT. 


WHY RAID FOOD STORES? WHY, 


i WHERE DOES THIS 
Well, after | ripped STORY START BEING) 

everyboct's heats OFF 

and Froze them, | ate 

your bodies so Td be 


erally 


YOURE QUITEA 
PIECE OF WORK, 
SERGEANT, NOT 


‘SO PRACTICAL 
‘ABOUT SURVIVAL 


Tush did what | hadl to. 
The hard part was 
incorporating all that 
mass. quickly enough to 
head into combat. 


I'M TORN TRYING TO DECIDE 
WHETHER YOUR METABOLISM 
IS MORE INTRIGUING THAN 
YOUR PSYCHOLOGY, 


my species. 
"Necessity is 
the mother of] 


HOW DO YOU PEEL 
ABOUT ‘YOU ARE 
WHAT YOU EAT?" 


CAPTAIN, I CANT RESTORE 
NICK To HIs PREVIOUS, 
PHYSICAL STATE. 


HE HAS NUMEROUS METABOLIC AND| 
ANATOMICAL MODIFICATIONS — 
‘SOLDIER-BOOSTS—THAT CANNOT 
BE LEGALLY APPLIED IN MOST STAR. 
SYSTEMS, 


EQUIPMENT THAT 
WON'T PERFORM GETS) 
ABUSED UNTILIT WILL, 
ORUNTILIT CAN'T, 


DOCTOR, TM TRYING TO REBUILD 
BRAD'S BODY. IT APPEARS AS IF 
HIS GROWTH WAS DELIBERATELY, 
STUNTED WHEN HE WAS A 
TALWAYS 


‘SKINNY BECAUSE 
HE WAS YOUNG, 


$0. HOW MUCH 
MATERIAL DO YOU. 
NEED TO REBUILD 
HIM@ I'LL MAKE A 
KITCHEN-RUN, 


FACTORING FOR 
GENETICS, AND 
THE CAPTAINS 
[STANDING ORDER) 
FOR SOLDTER- 
BOOSTS, WELL BE 
PUSHING BRAD ALL 
THE WAY PAST 


‘GOOD HEALTH 
AND INTO THE 
REALM OF ‘600% 
GRIEF... TWO- 

HUNDRED AND) 


KILOGRAMS, 


“MASTER SERGEANT GUNTHER 
THURL GETS REBUILT. 


'SERGEANT, WHILE TN 
GENERATING YOUR BODY I 


TDOWT HAVE A 
WEIGHT PROBLEM. 
TM JUST BIG 


DETECTED ON WHATS 
LEFT OF YOUR NECK HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH 


DOG 1DONT Ger 1. WRN TDOcToR. Tp SI WELCOME TO YOUR NeW RODIES 
Hav can PossaLy I CEESTRD eM Eee ee 


‘SHEP, WHY DIDNT THE, THE KIT TRIED, BUT THEN IT 
MAGIC CRYOKIT FIX TOLD ME THE VISOR SHOULDNT) $0,, IT'S A 


‘YOUR EYES? EVERYONE. % : SYMBIOTE? 
Bi cor coverey BE REMOVED, CAUSE IT'S A 
‘ 5 


CAPTAIN, YOu DID JAN. WELL, YOU DID] SAT LAST COUNT’ RIGHT, NO CHARGE] TM GLAD WE 
GOOD WORK SAVING Y( SAY WE COULD HELP | WE WERE SHORT 3 FOR THE FOOD, 7” (COULD CLEAR 
‘OUR CRUISE LINER, SUT) OURSELVES IN CASE |) ABOUT 700 KiLOS| THEN. 

WE NOTICED THAT 'WE GOT HUNGRY. | OF CHOICE STEAK, 

QUITE ALOT OF FOOD) (MEAL EXPENSES ARE |) CAPTAIN. NOBODY 


WAS MISSING FROM ‘COVERED UNDER || EATS THAT MUCH 
MEAT IN SUCH 


PRINCESS TYOLA'S, ‘OUR CONTRACT. 
SHORT ORDER, 


